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| Forty- -Nine Years rackice:: 5. 

An Account of the ſeveral Diſeaſes 1 to 4 
Mankind, in ſo plain a Manner, that any 
Perſon may know the Nature of his own_ 
Diſtemper, and the ſeveral Remedies pro; 
per for it, wherein the extraordinary Ef- 
fects of Mercury are more particularly 
conlider'd. 
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Legacy tohis Country. 


HAVE ſpent the greateſt Part of my 
Life without the leaſt Thought of be- 
coming an Author; and if it ſhould be 
asked, What makes me now appear in Print: 
I anſwer, That I have acquired in Phyſick 
by my long Study and Practice, what I con- 
ccive may be for the common Benefit of 
Mankind; and therefore I publiſh my Obſer- 
vations. | 1 rt 

If this ſhould not be allowed as a ſufficient 
Reaſon by ſome who have expreſſed no good 
Will towards me, it will give me bur little 
Concern: I leave what I write to the un- 
prejudiced Reader. | I 
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My Deſign is to touch on ſuch Parts of 
Phyfick, as I conceive -moſt neceſſary to be 
underſtood by every Practitioner, and which 
ſeem to me hitherto to have been neither ex- 
plained, nor accounted for in a proper Man- 
ner, notwithſtanding the voluminous Works 
in which they have been treated of. 
Authors for the moſt Part follow one ano- 
ther, and deviate bur little from the common 
Track. This Method I ſhall in no wiſe 
purſue; my Defign being to ſer down only 
ſuch Things as have occurred to me from the 
Practice and Experience of fort- nine V ears. 
It is eſſentially neceſſary in the Cure of 
Dileaſes, to be throughly acquainted with the 
Nature of them : Without this Knowledge, 
no Good is to be done. On the contrary, 
much Harm may probably enſue from the 
Phyſicians miſtaking the Parient's Caſe ; 
which in ſome Perſons is eaſily diſcoyered, 
in others very difficult to underſtand. 
This, I apprehend, proceeds from the Af- 
finity and Reſemblance there is between dif- 
ferent Diſeaſes; which, though often attended 
with the ſame Symptoms, yet proceed from 
different Cauſes, and „ require va- 
rious Methods of Cure: For which Reaſon 


the Phyſician ſhould be very cautious in pre- 
ſcribing, till he has fully examined the Symp- 
roms of the Diſeaſe, and compared them with 
the ſeveral Anſwers of the Patient, till Ra 
* | * 


Re of the Diſtemper. 


(3) 
has juſt Reaſons to think he underſtands the 


| Complicated Caſes are moit difficult ; 3 nei- 
ther is it poſſible to determine any Thing of 
them before they happen, by reaſon of their 
various Degrees, and uncertain Combinations: 

In theſe Caſes, ſo very hard to be adjuſted, 
a Phyſician may chance to err a little; bur 
in Kavle Diſeaſes, the We admits of no 
Excuſe. 

To go no farther * a Dropſy. Rn 


have atrended ſome Perſons in this Diſtemper, - js 


where it has taken very deep Rogt.— Their 
Legs, Thighs, and Bodies, have been blown 
up like Bladders ; yet ſome of theſe Perſons 


have been blooded four or five; Times, in or- 


der, as was ſaid, to relieve. their Shortneſs of 
Breath; Wberens Shortneſs of Breath is not 
always an Indicatien for Bleeding. WE 


There are three Cauſes of a Dy/pnes,- or 


Shortneſs of Breath; Inflammation, Convul- 


lion, and Plenitude: Bleeding in Convulſions, 
if it has not been, ought to be exploded 3 3 
and in Fulneſs, occaſioned by Droplics, it is 
Tena to the laſt Degree. | 
1 5 hall make no Scruple d affirms That | 
ſhortneſs of Breath, though it be what We 


term Adio Læſa, makes no Diſtemper, with- 


out ſome other bad Symptoms attending it; 
it it did, a Nan be, AG," or uſes * vio- 
| B 2. lent 
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Si Om 
Jent Exerciſe, caufing Shortneſs of Breath- 
ing, might be ſaid to be diſtempere.. 

Neither in other Caſes is Shortneſs of 

Breath to be looked on as any Thing bur 
the Effeck of ſome Diſeaſe, cauſing great 
Weakneſs, which on the leaſt Motion is fol- 
lowed with Difficulty of og 1969 7 

It may ſeem 177 that this Diſeaſe, vi. 
a Dropſy, ſhould be fo groſly miftaken ; when 
the Condition of a Woman, near-the Time 
of her Delivery, is not more apparent to the 
Eye, than that of an hydropical Perſon. How- 
ever, this news what great Reaſons there 
are to ſet the Symptoms of Diſeaſes in as 
clear a Light as pofhible. | 

I fhall, in the Proſecution of this Subject, 
take Notice, in a very brief Manner, of the 

Fluids in human Bodies; a Point very ne- 
ceſſary to be underſtood, becauſe they are 
the Seat of all Diſtempers; whereas the ſo- 
lid Parts are only paſſive. 
can find, has been ſaid of this Matter, though 
the right Underſtanding of it is of ſo great 
Ve in the Art of Healing. * 


Inſtead of giving us ſuch neceſſary Preli- 


minaries, many lay the whole Streſs of curing 
Diſeaſes upon the Number of their Receipts, 
ſtuffing their Books with long and tedious 
Preſcriptions; which is little better than 
teaching us how to cure People, before we 
know the Nature of their Diſtemper, 


This 


Little, that 1 
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5 | 
Fhis brings to my Mind a Saying of that 
good and truly honeſt Man Dr. Sydenbam : 
Meaice Artis pompa & dignitas non 
tam formularum Concinnitate & Elegantid,, 
quam Morborum curatione cernitur. 
The late famous Dr. Avg ll was of: Opi- 
nion, That it was expedient for young Gen- 
tlemen, cone -upon our Profeſſion, to tra- 
vel; and that ſuch as purſued their Studies 
ar Home, could not (allowing they have had 
the Advantages of an Academical Educa- 
tion) improve themſelves equally with thoſe 
that ſpend many Years Abroad, and make 
good Uſe of their Time. ———This was his 
Reaſon for ſettling annual Penſions upon ſome 
young Phylicians, that they might be in a- 
Capacity to travel. 5 SY 
erhaps he had done better, if he had 
obliged thole Gentlemen to practice Phy- 
fick, at leaſt ten Years, before their ſetting; 
out for foreign Parts: They would then have 
been much more capable of mak ing ſuch Ob- 
ſervations, as might be of ſingular Uſe to 
them; and 'tis farther my Opinion, That if 
he had ordered them to viſit the moſt intem- 
perate Climates, where all acute Diſeaſes are 
the moſt violent, they would have returned 
Maſters of greater Knowledge and Experi- 
ence, than they can ever 1 by only paſ- 
ſing through the moſt healthy Parts of Eu- 


rope, which ſcems more like travelling for 
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the ſake of their own Health, chan that of 


. emer elfe | 
If Travelling be neceſſary to make an ac- 
compliſhed Phyſician, I am very ſure that I 


have travelled more than all the Phyſicians in 
Great Britain put together. 
But J am going a little ont of my Way, 


and ſhall therefore return to what I at firſt | 


propoſed; wherein, if I fall ſhort, T ſhall 
yet pleaſe myſelf in my ſincere Deſign of be- 
ing beneficial to Mankind. All I. defire of 
thoſe who find fault with my Performance, is 


to produce a better in its Room. 


In the Acconnr I give of Diſcaſes, I ſhalt 


8 endeavour to be as ſhort and intelligible as poſ- 
ſible.— The ufual and general Diviſion of Diſ- 


tempers, is into Chronical and Acute, and 
each Branch of them is fubdivided into many 
particular ones. The moſt common I hope 
to deſcribe in ſo plain a Manner, that even 
the Patient himſelf ſhall be able to give a pro- 
per Name to his Diſeaſe. 

To begin then with the Chronica. - 


Which as they are the moſt difficult to be 


remedied, ſo are they many Times equally 
difficult ro be known. Of theſe the moſt 


common, and moſt painful, (though I think | 


not the hardeſt to be curcd,) is the Gout. 


Govr, 
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_ Govr, or Arthritis. 


\\HI1S has various Names, according to 
the Parts affected: Tis termed Podagra 


when in the Foot, Chiragra when in the 


Hand, Gonegra when in the Knee, Sciatica 
when in the Hip. TR N 
*Tis ſtrange to ſee how often Phyſicians 


call rhis- Diſtemper a Rheumatiſm, and a 


Rheumatiſm the Gout . The Difference 
between them will plainly appear from the 
Deſcription I ſhall give of theſe two Diſtem- 


Of the ſeveral Names above ſet down, # 


regular Gout may molt properly be termed: 


Podagra, becauſe it begins in the farſt. Joint 
of: the Great Toe, and that uſually about 
Midnight; where, after it has rack'd the Pa- 
tient forty-eight Hours with a violent fix'd 
Pain, a ſmall Tumor begins to appear, in- 
creating gradually ; after that, an Inflam- 
mation, and then the Violence of the Pain 
abates. _ | 3 

The firſt Fit may laſt a Fortnight, or three 
Weeks ; but a great Weakneſs, and Tender- 
neſs in the Part afflicted, remains much lon- 


ger. i | TS 
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The Patient may feel no more of this Dif- 
eaſe for two or three Years, or at ſooneſt a 
Twelyemonth : But what adds much to the 
Misfortune of this Diſtemper, is, That every | 
Fit becomes more painful, and the Paroxiſms. | 
more frequent and laſting. 
The Gouty Matter increaſing, riſes to the 


Ancles and Knees, which, as was ſaid before, 
ſwell with Inflammation : This Degree of | 


the Diſtemper, by ſome Authors, is called 
Morbus Articularis, and is always attended 


with a ſymptomatical Fever; for as the Pains 


wear off, the Fever abates. | 
Thus it takes its Progreſs, increaſing by 
Degrees, till the Patient, in Length of Time, 
is tormented with Chalk Stones warking out 
of the Joints, attended with other melancholly 


Circumſtances. 


It muſt be obferved, towards the latter 


End of this Diſeaſe, when the Fluids are al- 


moſt wholly changed into gouty Matter, the 
Fits are not ſo regular, nor the Pains fo vi- 
olent; bur then the Patient is ſeldom free 
from them. : 

Phy ficians have been much miſtaken about 
the Cauſe of this Diſtemper : Thar it is Mat- 
ter, appears from the Tumors and Inflam- 
mation that attend it; but the Difficulty lies 
to find out the Nature of this Matter. 
I ſhall venture to affirm 'tis an Alkali- That 
the Chalk- Stones that work out of the Jointz 
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are ſuch, appears from the Fermentation oc- 


caſioned by Acids, which in ſmall Quantities: 
cauſe Pains in gouty Perſons : Theſe Pains 
proceed from the Acids meeting with a con- 
trary Quality, whereby a preternatural Fer- 
mentation is raiſed in the diſtempered Part; 
and this creates a Hear and Burning, the Heat 
being an Effect of that Fermentation or Mo- 
tion; according to the Learned Dr. Fillis,. 
whoſe: Freatiſe of Fermentation I prefer to- 
his- ottier Works: If F miſtake nor, he gives 
this Definition of it, viz. © Motus Inteſtinus 
« ad perfectionem alicujus Corporis, vel ad In- 
ce. ternecionem ejuſdem. | 

There have been ſo many unſucceſsful At- 
tempts made to maſter this Diſeaſe, that Pa- 
tients have very little Faith left, and (as they 
commonly ſay) have no Hopes from any 
Thing but Patience and warm Flannel : But 
with Submiſſion, keeping the Part warm is 
wrong, becauſe 'tis proprium Caloris attrabere: ;. 
and does, beyond doubt, attract gouty Matter 


to the Parr: 


' Notwithſtanding the many ftuitleſs- At- 
tempts that have been made to cure this mi- 
ſerable Diſtemper, Providence has in this, as 


well as in all other Difeaſes,- left Means for 


our Recovery, which in many Inftances I am 
able to make appear. I ſhall refer to one 


Where the curious may be fatisfied : The 
Coachman of the a Honourable the Loni 
| Sy Vi 
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Viſcount St. John, had a long and tedious 
Fit of the Gour, and was hardly able to ſtir 
without Crutches: I gave him a very plea- 
ſant eaſy Sudorific, which had its deſired: 
Effect: Inſomuch that the Day follow-- 
ing, he walked from Albemarle-Street,.to Ce- 
eil Street, to give me Thanks. He came to 
me without the Help of a Stick, and with 
ſtrait Shoes on: The Swelling. was entirely. 
gone: He affirmed: that he was never bet- 
ter in his Life. and that he was able to walk 
from one End of the Town to the other. 
This is about fifteen: Fears ago; and the 
Fellow has never had any Return ſince, tho' 
he was much afflicted with it many Tears. 
before. It may be asked, Will he ne- 
ver have it again? The ſame Queſtion may 
be asked of any Fever (except ſome few with 
Eruptionsz) for many Perſons are very ſub- 
ject to Fevers every Spring; yet I preſume 
no. Body will ſay a Patient was not cured 
of a Fever he had fifteen Years ſince, tho” 
bo ſhould happen to-have a Fever again this- 
V ear. 1710 

It will, I hope, at leaſt, be granted, 
That ſuch long Iatervals add much to 
the Comfort of Life; and I am confidenr 
chere is no Body can. have the Gout to 
that Degree, but that there may be a Re- 
Hate given ro his Pains. —— He may find 
great Relief without Opiates, or painful Re- 
2 + medies,.. | 
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* « Take 13 half an Ounce, 1 
ly. c of Senna two Drams, Rheubarb one Dram, 
r- ce boil them in Water to three Ounces, ſtrain. 
Ik % them off, and diſſolve in them of Manna, 


and the purging Syrup of Roſes, each one 
he Ounce, Syrup of Buck-thorn and Elixir 
Proprietatis, each two Drams.-—— Drink 
ars. “ Poflet-drink, or thin Gruel, between Mo- 


a 


- 
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Ca, 


"WS &« tions. Taking this once or twice a I 
ay &« Week, will leſſen the gouty Matter, and. I 
ith- „ break the Force of the F its. 1 
w- . 

me 
ed II. Preſcription to Eaſe the 
his Go UT. 

to | „ Take Opium one Ounce, Salt-Petre and 
ent © c. Tartar vitriolated, each four Ounces, II o- 

to- „ cacuana one Ounce, Liguoriſh- one Ounce. 
Ne- Put the Salt- Petre and Fartar into a red- 


find & © hot Mortar, ſtirring them with a Spoon 
Ne- till they . dong flaming. —— Then | 
| B & powder 
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c powder them very fine after that? ſlice 
% in your Opium; grind theſe to a Powder, 
& and then mix the other Powders with 

“ theſe.. Doſe from forty to ſixty or ſeventy 
« Grains in a Glaſs of White-wine Poſſet, 
& going to Bed. Covering up warm,, 
& and drinking a Quart or three Pints of the. 
Poſſet drink while ſweating!“ 


In two or three Hours, at fartheſt;. the Pa- 
tient will be perfectly free from Pain; and 
though before not able to put one Foot to: 
the 33 tis very much if he cannot walk 
the next Day. When it is taken, keep your 
Bed till next Day Noon. This Remedy 
may be taken once a Week, of once a Month. 

Mynſhycht's Elixir of Vitriol, taken often in 
large Quantities, moſt certainly deſtroys gouty: 
Matter, yet for ſome Time it may cauſe Pain; 
but taken in its due Latitude, if Water will. 

nench Fire, it, muſt} in the End have iis 
eſired Effect. HED 2 | 


N. B. e cannot help diſſenting from the 
Doctor's Opinion, that Sweating will cure the | 
Gout'; but that Siveating will eaſe the Pain, | 
we have many Inſtances. Nor is every one | 
who is ſubjett to the Gout, troubled with Chalk- | 
Stones in their Joynts; but I much wonder | 
 #hat be bas not taken notice of this Diſtemper 
attacking ihe Nobler Parts, vizs the Head and 
the: 


the Stomach, for there it is moſt 4 


() 


Zliſters have done well, when: it bas attack*d 


the Head; and Tanſey boild in a Pint of 


firong Mountain, has given immediate Eaſe, to 


be drunk as warm as: the Patient can bear it; 
The famous Duieting Charm, ſold ſome Years 


fince for Five Guineas, is no more than Stoue- 


Brimſtone, worn in a warm Pocket as near the 
Body as poſſible, and it has been thought. to give 
Eaſe to this tormenting Diſtemper.. 
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DRors v, called Hy DRES. 
HE RE are three Sorts of Dropſies; 


the moſt common and moſt: fatal, is 
the Aſcites. This Diſtemper is often many 


Years contracting; in ſome near twenty Years, 


according to the beſt Judgment that can be 
3 ne or two Inſtances may make this 
clear. | | eh. Boy 

Mr. Wilkam. Staunton of Hampton, near 
Hampton- Court, formerly a Chancery Clerk 
of Furnival's. Inn, was for twenty Vears af- 
fAicted with a violeng Aſthma, attended 
with. a Species of the Dropſy.—— His 

. Diſtemper 
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Diſtemper reduced him to that Weakneſs, 
and made him ſo , corpulent and unweildy, 
that he was not able to turn in his Bed, nor 
lie but on one Side, inſomuch that the Fleſh 
was worn off the Hip and Shoulder, and it 
was expected a Mortification would enſue. 
In this Condition Mrs. Staunton asked, 
If I conceived any Hopes of him? I an- 
ſwered, there was but little Room for Hope; 
yer if ſhe pleaſed to try the Force of the Me- 
dicine I ſhould preſcribe, ſhe might be aſſu- 
red there was no Danger in it. 

He teok it every Night and Morning, as I 
uſually give it. He has told me ſince, 
that it conſtantly _— away from a Gal- 
Jon to five Quarts of Water. Taking 


this daily, it muſt be ſuppoſed he was ſoon 


freed from his Waters. 


N. B. The Doctor adds, that he gave him 4 
Medicine Night and Morning, which conſtantly. 
brought away a Gallon, or five Quaris of Va- 


ter; and by his taking this daily, it ſoon freed 


him from his Waters, and freed him from bis 


Al bhma, tho he was in his Sixty-ſeventh Year | 


7 his Age. The Doctor has kept this Receipt to 
imſelf ; but by way of Note I imagin them either 
done by Oyl of Juniper, as the Principal, or 
.elſe by an Infuſion of Funiper-Berries, roafted 


bike Coffee, and made into a Liquor like Coffee, 
He | 


"which bas cured great Numbers. 
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He has been clear of his Aſthma ever ſince, 
and enjoys a better State of Health than he 
has done . for twenty Years paſt. This was 
in the Sixty-ſeventh Year of. his Age, yet he 
has at preſent as florid a e as any 
Man of Twenty. | 

[ conclude that he had Collection of 
W aters in. his Breaſt, which cinke the Aſth⸗ 
ma. 

I had another Patient, who had a Whites 
Swelling, as the Surgeons call it, in both Knees. 
He came to Fown, and applied himſelf to 
Mr. Bocheer 3 who, like an honeft Man, did 
little to him, but adviſed him to go to Bath; 


Which he did for near twenty Years, as the 


Gentleman told me. But in the End this ap- 
* to be an Aſcites. F purged off the 
aters, and the Swellings totally diſappeared. 
He told me he had not had ſo good a Com- 
mand of his Legs for twenty Years paſt. 


Many Inſtances of the like Nature I could 


produce; but I take theſe two to be ſufficient 
for my preſent Purpoſe. _ 

Hence it is evident what flow Paces this 
Diſtemper many times makes. 

Some Nicety will be required to give ſuch 


2 Deſcription of this Diſeaſe, as to make it 


known in its Approaches. Tis eaſily pre- 
vented, though very difficult to be _— 
when it comes to an „„ | 


This | 


(60 | 
Phis Diſtemper begins with a Thirſt, which 
inſenſibly grows on the Patient. The Inſide} 
of the Hands grows dry with a more than 
common Hardneſs, and the Patient is at- 
tended with an unuſual Heat. All the Glands 
of Secretion begin to fall ſhort of performing 
their due Functions, till at laſt Franſpiration 
ceaſes. The Urine decreaſes much in Quan- 
tity, and is often high -· coloured. An Inabi- 
lity to Motion increaſes as the Body fills with 
great Shortneſs of Breath, and Loſs of Ap- 
Petite. | | | 

Theſe are the ſeveral: Symptoms of an ap- 
proaching Dropſy, which uſually ſhews it- 
ſelf firſt in the Legs. This Diſtemper may 
be coming on ſeveral Vears, as has been a- 
bove noted; and for want of a due Exami- 
nation of the Patient, it has been too often 
taken for ſome other Diſeaſe, which has pro- 
ved fatal to many People. | 

Jo deſcribe a confirmed Aſcites, is no more 
than to ſer the foregoing in a clear Light. 

The Thirlt is more intenſe, Urine leſs in 
Quantity, higher coloured, coming near | 
to the Water made in a Jaundice ;-Shortneſs | 


of Breath to that Degree, that there is no 


lying down in Bed; an Inability to all Mo- 


tion, a total Loſs. of Appetite, looſe Srools, i 


frequent, bur in ſmall Quantities. The Legy, | 
Thighs, and all: Parts of the. Body arc full | 
of. Water; which, with the Addition of a | 
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Symptomatical Jaundice, make up the fright” 
ful and mercileſs Retinue that attend this 
great Evil 3 ER... 

After all, I ſhalt venture to ſay, That 
let me but come to People as early in this 


Diſtemper as they generally apply for Relief 


from other Phyſicians, and it ſhall be cured 
with as much Certainty, as any other Gen- 
tleman may cure a Diſtemper he thinks him- 
ſelf moſt Maſter of. I am ſurprized that 
the Paracenteſis, ® or Tap, ſhould be fo fre- 
quently uſed in this fatal Diſeaſe. F ſhould 
be glad to know if one in five Hundred has 
been cured by it. It rather confirms the 
Diſeaſe, and often renders it incurable, while 
the poor Patient's Life is protracted in Miſery 
and Deſpair ; ſo that it may well be faid, 


Graviora morhis patimur Remedia, 
Nec vita tanti eft, vivere ut poſſis, mori. 


| Such Aids new Fuel to your Pain ſupply 5 8 
Who values Life, if be muſt hourly die? 


The Dr. here is much in the Right to avoid the- 
Paracenteſis, or Tap; for when it once eomes to 
that, the Patient is in great Danger; but begin early. 
in taking ſueh Medicines as are mentioned . 
the other Species of Dropſies. 
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NOTHER Species of Dropſy, to 
which the Fair Sex are only liable, 
proceeds from their frequent Miſcarriages 


and hard Labours: Beſides, as they are of 


a much finer Texture of Body than Men, 
they are more ſubje& to the Paſſions of the 


Mind, which have often been the Cauſe of 


this Diſtemper. 
This.is part Wind, part Water, ſwelling 


the Abdomen, or Belly only. The Muſcles 


waſte ſo in this Diſeaſe, that the Patient be- 
comes a meer Skeleton with Loſs pf Appe- 
tite; Thirſt, but in a more remik Degree 
than in the Aſcites; Urine in ſmall W 
ties, but often of a healthy Colour.— This 
may be cured pretty much in the ſame Way 
with an Aſcites. * 


/ 


* But "= . Dodtor' $ Method. af Care: 1 that 
Species of Dropſies A the Auaſarca. 
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PHIS is another Species of Dropſy, 
T ſome what differing from the Aſcites 


and Tympany. The Symptoms are vaſtly 


more unſettled: The Swellings in the two 
former are fixed; in this they very often ſhift, 
and for the moſt part affect only the Muſ- 
cles. As for Example : The Patient ſhall 
{well on one Side of the Body, and in aſhort 
Time the Tumor ſhall quit that Parr, and 
appear on the other Side of the Body; and 
in like Manner ſhift from one Thigh, Leg, 
or - Arm, to the 8 

This Diſeaſe is not ſo common as the 
Aſcites, or Tympany, and is much ceafier 
cured, Yet Mr. Towne, one of the King's 
83 died of it under Dr. Radcliffe's 

are. 


unfortunate Man, but the Doctor was fo 


7 confident of ſaving him by the wonderful 


Panacæa Bliſters, that I was not liſtened to. 


The Bliſters, inſtead of proving Remedies, 


only gave the Patient Pain, without afford- 
ing him any Help; ſo that in a ſhort Time 
after he died. Mn F 


* 
* 1 
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A Gentleman carried me to that 
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The Cure of this Diftemper. 


« Take Steel prepared with Sulphur and 


ce crude Antimony, each one Ounce, Dia- 
« gridium four Ounces: Make affine Pow- 
&« der of theſe ; then add as much of any Sy- 
« rup as will make a ſoft Electuary. 
* Take a large Spoonful at Night going to 
& Bed, and another in the n ſtirring 
* it well from the Bottom, increaſing or let- 
de ſening the Doſe as you ſee Occaſion. 
Tou muſt not drink during the Opera- 
ce tion of this Phyſick, as in other Purges; 
& for if you pour in too much Liquor, it 
& will deſtroy the End of purging, and 
« you: will find yourſelf juſt where you 
« wer.” - | Sa 
When your Waters are off, you may re- 
peat your Purge once in four or five Days; 
then once a Week, and ſo on, to once a Fort- 
night, and once a Month, till your Bleed has 
recovered its due Tone. | 

Fou muſt avoid all Spoon-Meats, Fruits, 
and Garden-ſtuff, of what Kind ſoever.—. 
And be ſure not to exceed a Pint and a half 
of Liquor in twenty-four Hours; for if you 


drink, your Thirſt will never abate. This 


Is a certain Remedy. 


This Method will ſerve either in a Tym- ; 


pany as well as the Anaſarca. 
A | DI A- 
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HIS is a very fatal Diſeaſe, but rarely 
ſeen; yet in one Day I was called to 
two Patients that were afflicted with it. 
Riverius ſays, he never ſaw more than one 
> Perſon labouring under this Diſtemper in all 
7 his Practice. 8 
13 It ariſes from breaking the Compages, or 
Tenor of the Blood. 1 
The Deſcription follows: Tis attended 
> with a ſmall F ever, Loſs of Appetite, intenſe 
t Thirſt, a great Dejection of the animal Spi- 
1 WM rits, orofule Quantities of Urine of a Violet 
4 Scent, with a thin oily Subſtance ſwimming 
on the Surface of it. When all theſe Symp- 
* roms meet, they conſtitute this Diſtemper. 


; The Sort of Water deſcribed is very com- 
mon in what Phyſicians call ſcorbutick Ca- 
s ſes. Upon which, after the Learned 
Dr. Wills has made a very long Harangue 
„ about hot Scurvy and cold Scurvy, I muſt 
oven my Capacity too weak to comprehend 
if bis Meaning; nor do I believe the Diſeaſe 
u MF owed its Name to any Thing, but that when 
is the Phyſicians met with a Diſtemper they 
knew little of, they called ita ſcurvy one. 
One Mr. Jonathan Keate, ſome Time after 


3X Surgeon to the Hoſpital at Xing's Town in 
1 . Jamaica, 


(22) 


Jamaica, was ſo far gone in a Diabetes, that 


he was not able to ger out of his Cabin. —I | 
was on Board with tome Company, who told 
me the Surgeon of the Ship lay dangerouſly | 
ill, and deſired to ſee me.— I ſoon perceived 
his Diſtemper, and ſent him from Shore whar | 
I thought proper. In three or four Days | 
he came to Port- Royal, to return Thanks for 
the great Service I had done him. He did, | 
as we ſay, pancratice valere, and ſo continued, | 
—— This is thirty Years ſince. —— About 
fix Years ſince, I ſaw him in Town  helodg- | 


ed in St. Martin's- Lane, and was then juſt 
come from Barcelona. 


— 


the late Duke of Richmond, was ſo weak in 
this rg that he could hardly ſtand. 
I ordered him ten Days after to meer 


me at the Duke's, which he accordingly did; 
and gave his Grace Thanks for being perfectly 
recovered. He lived on Tower-Hill, and, if | 


I miltake not, was an Houſe- Carpenter; but 
I have forgot his Name. 


There needs nothing more to be done for | 
the Cure of this Ditcale, which has hitherto 8 
puzzled Phyſicians in all Ages, than to drink 
A quarter of a Pint of Allom Poſſer-drink, firit 
and laſt, made as ftrong as your Stomach' will | 
bear it. This I have experienced for thirty- | 
five Years, and do not remember that it ever 


tailed, N. B. 


* 


I ſhall only give one Inſtance more: A 
Perſon, recommended to. me by his Grace | 


* 


es} 
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N. B. The Doctor, in this Preſcription, takes 
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Ie ſhorteſt Met had of Cure, and very juſtly de- 
Id WR /erves our Praiſes 3 but 'tis to be obſerv'd, that 
fly Hy make your Allom- Poſſet too firong, "twill 


prove.a powerful Emetic.. 


tt. 
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CONSUMPTION, er Phtiſis. 
g- fT HOUGH this is a Chronical Diſcaſe, 


it is alſo inflammatory; and I know of 
no other Chronical Diſtemper that is ſo. 


A It begins with a violent Cough, and is al- 
ace Ways attended with an inflamed Mats of. . 
in Blood, except in. convullive Caſes; and as 
nd. the Lungs are all Bronchia, or little Air- 
cer 8 Bladders of the Aſpera Arteria, when we in; 
id ; ſpire the inflamed Part, or what we ſee on 
tly the Top of the Blood, which the Phyſicians 
„if term Pleuritical, is ſtrained from the Maſs, 
bur which being left in thoſe Air-Bladders, oc- 

caſions a great Shortneſs of Breath, till by 
for ¶ violent Coughing, or frequent Succuſſions of 
rto the Lungs, it is brought off. — If this Mat- 
ink ter continues, it inflames the Lungs, till at 
firſt laſt they are impoſthumated; and then the Pa- 
will rient's Caſe becomes deſperate. 
1 | HIRE 
ver This 
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This Diſeaſe commonly proceeds from 
Cold; which increaſing, the Patient com- 
lains firſt of a great Soreneſs in his Breaſt, 
Difficulty of Breathing, Loſs of Appetite, a | 

great Heat and Dryneſs in the Palms of his | 


nd put ” A Os 


Hands, with frequent and ſudden Fluſhings in 
the Face; according to that of Hippocrates, | 
Rubor pertinax & ſaturatus in Cenis pulmonem 
indicat inflammatium. 4 
As this Diſeaſe gathers Power, colliquating 
Sweats come on towards Morning ; then | 
2 Diarrhæa, or Looſeneſs; the Fingers Ends 
are ſwelled, and a few Days before Death, 
the Legs ſwell, which is the laſt Symptom. 
The good Dr. Sydenham wonderfully com- 
mends Riding in this Diſtemper; and he ſays, | 
“% Hoc ſantte aſſero, quod neque Mercurius in 
« Lue Venerea neque Cortex Peruvianus in in- 
© termittentibus efficactores extent quam in 
&« Phtifi curanda exercitium jam laudatum.—— | 
„Speaking of Riding, Modo æger curet ut 
e linteamina lecti ſint probe arefacta, atque 
& etiam ut ſatis longa Itinera emetiatur.“ 
_ But, with Deference to my old Friend's i 
Judgment, I have known frequent Bleeding 
in mall Quantities do more good than Ri- 
ding. I ſhall ſet down one Caſe, of which 
any Perfon may ſatisfy himſelf. 1 
A Nephew of Sir George Caſwall's, whoſe 
Lungs were moſt apparently impoſthumated 
from the corrupt and ſcerid Matter that pro- 
cceded } 
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. 
ceeded from them, had thoſe colliquating 
Sweats, with a Diarrhæa, or Looſeneſs, and 
brought up large Quantities of Blood every 
Day, almoſt equal to a Vomica Pulmonum. 

His Muſcles were almoſt entirely waſted; 
and ſo very weak, that he could hardly walk 
alone. I ordered him to bleed every other 


Day. — He ſoon viſibly grew better. I 
ſent him to the Cold Bath, which he uſed to 


healthy and ſtrong, and fuller of Fleſh than 
ever. | = 

When Mr. Pettit blooded him, he would 
often ſay, he could not poſſibly live four and 
twenty Hours. | 

As this is an inflammatory Diſcaſe, all Me- 
thods of Cure ought to be avoided, except 
ſuch as abate the Inflammation; which, I may 


WW Quantities of Oils and Syrups preſcribed : 

And this is the chief Reaſon that Phyſicians have 
had ſo little Succeſs in Conſumptions. They 
allow the Patient to uſe a ſtrengthening Diet, 
and indulge him too much with Wine, Gra- 
ies, and the like, contrary to a known Max- 
Jim in Phyſick. Impura corpora quo plus 
tries, eo magis ledes. | | 
Another Cauſe of Conſumptions is from an 
Empyema; which is an Impoſthumation on 


monies are not taken off by Bleeding; for ag 
| | CG lon- 


very great Advantage; fo that he ſoon grew 


venture to ſay, is uſually increaſed by the vaſt 


the Pleura ; as when Pleuriſies, or Peripneu- - 


. 
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long as any poignant, or ſhooting Pains re- 


main, there is an infallible Indication for Blecd- 
ing. T was ſaid, the Lord Sunderland could 
not die for want of Bleeding, having loſt ſe- 
venty Ounces : W hereas my next -door Neigh- 
bour had a Servant ſeized with a Pleuriſy, 
who loſt two Hundred and ſixty Ounces of 


Blood before his Pain left him; and the Man 


ſince enjoys a perfect State of Health. 

One of my Patients was ſo far gone in a 
Conſumption, that he was not able to ſtand 
alone. I adviſed him by all Means to loſe fix 
Ounces of Blood every Day for a Fortnight, 
then every other Days and then every third. 


Day, and fifth Day for the ſame Time. This 


was in the Month of November; the March 
following, he rode from Eveſham to Briſtol, 
in one Day, which is forty- ſeven long Miles, 
to give me Thanks for his Recovery. 
He lived many Years after. His Relations all | 
died in Conſumptions. This was the firſt 
Experiment I made of Bleeding in this Dif- | 
eaſe; and I have cured many ſince by this 
Method of Bleeding. Y 


N. B. 7think if the Doctor had uſed Cup- . 
ping between whiles, it would have done much 
better. | 1 


Another Patient was ſo very weak in a 1 
Conſumption, that they entirely deſpaired of 
1 | ai 


( 27 } 


his Life. He wasblooded at leaſt fifty Times; 
and in a ſhort Time recover'd ſo, that he en- 


joys a better State of Health than ever he did 
before, | . 
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A Receipt to help the Lungs. 


« Take Aniſeeds fine powdered, Saffron 
of Steel, each half an Ounce, made into 
Pills, with Lucatella's Balſam; take fave of 
theſe every Morning, and at Five a-Clock 
in the Afternoon, drinking a large Draught 
of Water acidulated with Myn ſichi's Elixir 
of Vitriol. After each Doſe, Ridin 

is of ſingular Uſe, and Cold-Bathing ; but 
above all, frequent Bleeding in (mall 
Quantities : For, as is before obſerved; 
whatever keeps the Lungs cool, is the only 
Way to cure Conſumptions; and I have 
of late experienced, that crude Mercury is 
the moſt beneficial Thing for the Lungs, ta- 
king one Ounce every Morning.“ ; 


. N. B. The Doctor is in every one of theſe 


Particulars very right in his Judgment, as 
we have experienced. The Uſe of. the. .crude 


Mercury, as be 9 


dicine, 


reſcribes it, is a ſovereign Me- 


B 2 ASTHMA: 
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ASTHMA. 


F this. there are two Species ; the one 
| convulſive, the other proceeding from 
2 toul Maſs of Blood. 8 

Theſe are not hard to be diſtinguiſhed : 
The Convulſive generally has its Paroxyſms, 
or Fits; and though you may cough with 
greater Violence, and find a much greater 
Difficulty of Breathing, though you ſpit only 
a frothy Subſtance, yet when the Paroxyim 
is over, the Patient finds not much Diſorder, 


1 Remedy for the Aſthma. 


ce Take Caſtor one Dram, Salt of Stee! 


© half a Dram, made into very ſmall Pills, 


< with Extract of Rue: Theſe you may take | 


% eyery Hour till the Convulſion is abated, 
« drinking three Spoonfuls of the following 


6 Julep after each Doſe, Take of Black- 
« cherry, and Penny-royal Water, each an 
„ Ounce ; of Rue and compound Briony- i 
<< Waters, each four Ounces, with a ſmall | 


« Quantity of Sugar, made into a Julep. — 


« Or a Toad dried and powdered, made into 
* Pills, and taken as above, is a moſt ex- 
| « cellent |} 


=: md od om oe = -..Tcq- 
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& cellent Remedy, notwithſtanding the com- 


« mon Opinion of the great Poiſon there isina 
«© Toad; but that is all a falſe Notion.” - 


In a ſanguinary Aſthma, or what proceeds 


g from a foul Maſs of Blood, the Patient is ſel- 

dom free; though at ſome Times much bet- 
: ter than others. As when the Winds are Eaſt- 

1 erly, the Patient ſoon finds a ſenſible Altera- 

. tion for the worſe. Nay, I have been 

5 told by thoſe that keep their Beds, that they 

| have been ſenſible in a few Minutes, when 

the Wind has ſhifted to the Eaſt, they cough, 

* and ſpit a digeſted Matter. 

12 This Diſeaſe rarely ſeizes People before they 
are of an advanced Age; which is the Reaſon 
it does not cauſe Conſumptions; for the Pa- 
renchyma, or Subſtance of the Lungs, is then 

-) grown ſo very hard, that it rarely admits of 

1s, putrefaction. — The Cure of this laſt 

ke Aſthma does not much vary from that in 
ed. Conſumptions. V „ 

ng = When it proceeds from a foul Mafs of 

Blood, it ought to be treated as in a Con- 

k- el F 8 n. 

an umption; only purge once or twice a Week 

ay- ich the Purge fer down in the Gout, 
nall i | 
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JAuN DIck, or Icterus. 


Els is very viſible from the Yellow- 
neſs of the Eyes and Skin, black Urine, 
and white Stools, accompanied with great 
Sickneſs and Faintings, but little Pain. If the 
Excrements are not white, it may be feared, 
the Caſe is complicated, and it proves a ſymp- 
tomatical Jaundice; which is never to be cu- 
red by Ictericks, or ſuch Medicines as are 
commonly uſed in the Jaundice. 1 
This Diſeaſe proceeds from an Obſtruction 
of the Ductus Coledochus, which leads from 
the Gall to the Inteſtine Duodenum; the 
Bile not paſſing there, leaves the Ordure 
white, which otherwiſe takes its Colour from 
itz but mixing with the Blood, tinctures the 
Skin; as the Hair on the Head or Body, 
takes its Dye from the Fluids. 
HParacelſus, in his Treatiſe De Signatura 
Nerum, very much commends the inner Bark 
of Barberries, Turmerick, Rheubarb, and all 
Plants of a yellow Caſt, in the Cure of this 
Diſeaſe. But they are too weak, as has been 
ſufficiently experienced long ſince. -He 
likewiſe commends the Arbor Tremula in 
Agues; the Pulmonaria maculoſa in Con- 
| a ſump- 


- 
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ſumptions; Trachelium in ſore. Throats, and 
Quinſeys; and ſo goes ON. [ mention 
this, to ſnew on what weak Foundations we 
often venture our Lives. 

This Diſeaſe commonly ends in ſome vio- 
lent Hæmorrage; either by Urine, Stool, or 
a Vomica Pulmonum, which ſoon terminates 
in Death. All this may be imputed to that 
Alkali Bile, which tears the very Arteries in 
Picces, and renders the Patient incurable. 


“ Only take eight Grains of Turbith Mi- 
„% neral at Four or Five in the Afternoon, 
« drinking thin Gruel, or Poſſet-drink, be- 
« tween Motions. After four or Five 
«© Days, repeat the Turbith as above. | 
ee In the intermediate Days take half a large 
« Spoonful of Myn/icht's Elixir of Vitriol, in 
ce half a Pint of Spring Water, three Times 
« a Day.-— This cures any original Jaun- 
© dice Jever met with.“ | i 
At the Bath, I have | ſeen Gentlemen fo 
far gone in this Diſeaſe, that their Faces have 
been of an exact Lemon-Colour.— I have 
been much concerned, to think how ſmall a 
Progreſs has been made in the Art of Heal- 
ing 1 RHTED | x 


B. As to what the Doctor preſcribes for 
this Diftemp#r, I think much too harſh There 
is a much eaſier and certain Way of curing 


the Diftemper ; for "—_ Turbith Mineral ſhocks 


4. 0 


(32) 
the Body too much. Tis in my Opinion too vi- 
olent à Vomit. 5 
The Method I take, which has never yet fail d, 
is the Uſe of Chalybiate Tartar, well guarded 
with Spices, and made into an Electuary with 
any proper Syrup, to be taken the Quantity of 
a Nutmeg three Times a Day. But before you 
je this, take a Doſe of the Ipecacubana, to waſh 
your Bowels. ———— *Tis a certain and ſpeedy 
Cure. Indeed, in the Black Jaundice the Tur 
bith Mineral may be of Uſe. 


2 1 * 


STONE, or Nephritis. 


THE Stone is an exquiſite Pain on the 
Ureters, or Neck of the Bladder. —— 
And is cauſed by a cold Stomach, hot Reins, 
and ill Digeſtion; which ſends Crudities into 
the Blood by the Lacteals. Theſe Crudities 
paſs to the Kidneys by the Emulgent Arte- 
ries 3 and not being ſo readily received by the 
Emulgent Veins, make Lodgment in the Pel- 
vis, or Cavity of the Kidneys, where, by their 
Heat, they ſoon petrify: And thus Gravel is 
formed; but never in the Bladder, as ſome 
conceive. This Gravel, or ſmall Stones, en- 
1 tering 
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tering the Ureters, long and narrow Paſſa- 
ges of exquiſite Senſe, cauſe great Pains, with 


violent Vomitings; and the ſame again, When 


they enter the Neck of the Bladder and Ure- 
thra. The Patient frequently complain; 
ing of Pains in his Thigh, which I take to 
proend from the Muſcle P/das, which reaches 
rom the Reins thither. Fee "IS 

All the Relief we can afford, is to dilate 
and lubricate the Urinal Paſſages, that the 
Stone or Gravel may paſs with leſs Difficulty. 

If any of the ſmall Gravel ſhould acciden- 
tally adhere to any Part of the Bladder, it like 
a Snow-ball collects the finer Part of the 
Sand, till by its Weight it falls from irs Cyſtis 


on the Neck of the Bladder; and then no- 


thing is to be done but Lithotomy, or Cut- 
ting. ee al 

This brings melancholy Reflections on the 
unhappy Patient, ſince all the Endeavours of 
Phyſicians, Quack, and Empericks, to find 


out a Cure, have proved ine ffectual.— 


Many Trials have been made to find out a 
Diſſolvent for the Stone; and ſuch have been 


found out as will break the Stone, being laid 


in your Hand. But as nothing but. an 


excrementitious Serum enters the Bladder, -- 
the Powers of every Medicine mult be vaſtly 
weakened, before they reach the Seat of the 


* 
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Diſtemper. 
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There is little to be done to eaſe the Pa- 
tient in the Fits, or - Paroxyſms, but to uſe 
ſuch Medicines as lubricate, and open the 
Paſſages; by which means the Stone or Gra- 
vel will paſs more cafily.— As Balſam of 
Capivy, taking a large Spoonful in any Ve- 
hicle, whether Wine or Water. I know it 
is a common Method, to give ſtrong Diure- 
ticks in ſuch Caſes. Now, the Coats 
ok the Ureters being nervous, by ſuch Irri- 
tations contract themſelves, and hold the Stone 
more cloſely. —W hereas the Weight of 
the Urine is ſufficient to carry the Stone be- 
fore it, if the Paſſages were ſufficiently dila- 
ted. Il preſcribe the inmoſt Coat of the 
Gizzards of Pigeons finely powdered, to be 
taken Night and Morning, one Sctuple, in a 
Glaſs of White-wine. But you may pleaſe to try 
one Ounce of Quick-filver every Morning for 
one Month. I have known this do Wonders. 
_ Clyſters often afford ſome Relief; as Turpen- 
tine opened with the Volk of an Egg, and 
Urine added to it. 
„ Take Peach-Leaves in their Perfection, 
& and dry them in the Sun, then break them 
ce pretty ſmall, and uſe them as Tea; but only 
& half the Quantity.“ | 
I have known it do very extraordinary 
Things in the Grayel, and equally beneficial 
to gouty Perſons, 18 . 
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N. B. The Doctor argues with good Judgment 
in this Caſe For, when a Stone is once con- 
firm'd, it is impoſſible to diſſolve it in the Blad- 
der, notwithſtanding the many plauſible Preten- 
ces of the Empyricks. And when this is the 
Caſe, all the Eaſe the Patient can have, is by 
the Uſe of Opiates, and the only Cure is by Li- 
thotomys i e 


1 
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PALSET, or Paralyſis. 


1 Am now entring on nervous Diſeaſes: As 
to that Part of them which compoſe the 
ſeveral Species of Palſey: It will be Matter 
of no great Difficulty to diſtinguiſh, and ex- 
plain them. Nevertheleſs, I am ſenſible, as 1 
launch farther into this Field, and treat of 
nervous Diſeaſes ar large, there will be great 
Nicety required to give their ſeveral Delcrip- 
tions; and make them fo plain, that one may 
not be taken for the other; or even that 
they may not be taken for acute Caſes, which 


may prove of the worſt Conſequence to the 
Patient. ä 


OW: Hem. 


(36) 


HEMIPLEOIE, or Hemiplexia. 


HIS Species of the Palſey affects but 

one Side, which is owing to the dou- 
bling of the Dura Mater, called the Falx, by 
which the Brain is divided; ſo that, unleſs 
In extraordinary Caſes, the Paralyſis is ſeldom 
met with. The great Author of Nature has 
afforded us Duplicates in almoſt every Parti- 
cular ; ſo that in caſe one becomes uſeleſs, or 
Joſt, yet the other in a great Meaſure ſup- 
plies the Defect. Thus we have two Eyes, 
two Lobes of the Lungs, two Kidneys, two 
Teſticles; fo that one Part remaining, Viſion, 
* Secretion, and Generation, are all 


performed. The Mabometan Women, in the 


greateſt Part of Aja, deſtroy one Teſticle: 
No doubt they find their Account in it; be- 
cauſe the Males make their Addreſſes more 
frequently when there is a leſs Expence of 
Spirits at each Evacuation. 

The Hemiplegie and Paralyſis are both cu- 


red by ſuch Medicines as open the Obſtruc- 


tions of the Nerves; then the Animal Spi- 


rits recover a free Paſſage, and all Senſation 
returns. 
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In recent Caſes, this Diſtemper is ſoon 
cured. . "pe 

I healed a Gentlewoman who was ſeized 
with this Hemiplegie, falling down with an 
entire Loſs of Senſe-and Motion on one Side, 
in the 7oth Year of her Age, and by what I 
order'd her, ſhe was perfectly well inten Days, 
and fo continued many Years after. 5 
Many Inſtances of the like Nature I could 


produce, but they are at ſome Diſtance from 
London. | | 


| Method of Cure: 


cc In this Caſe I bliſter the Arm, the Leg, 
“ and the Thigh of the Side affected. I 


„ pive Mercurius Dulcis, and Cinnabar of 


% Antimony, each eight or ten Grains, which 
<« I repgat every four or five Days. The in- 
6% termediate Days take Conſerve of Roman 
« Wormwood, Conſerve of the outward 
“ Rinds of Seville Oranges, each one Ounce, + 
“Angelica, Nutmegs, and Ginger candied, 
% each half an Ounce; Powder of Wake- 
« Robin three Drams, made into an Electu- 
« ary with Syrup of Citron: Take the 
& Quantity of a large Nutmeg in the Morn- 
« ing, and at Five of the Clock in the Af- 
c ternoon; drinking ſix Spoonfuls of the 


L following Tincture after.“ 
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% Take the Roots of Maſter-wort, Ele- 
« campane, Angelica, each one Ounce ; 
& Leaves of Common - Wormwood, Hore- 
&« hound, Germander, each one Handful ; 
“ Tops of Centaury and St. John's-Wort, 
« each half an Handful ; Juniper-berries two 
&« Ounces; the Rinds of nine Seville Oran- 
« ges; infuſe theſe in three Quarts of White- 
& wine, ſtraining it off as you uſe it. The 
“ ſame Method cures both Kinds of Palſy.” 

N. B. The Method the Doctor preſcribes for 
the Cure of this Diſtemper, is very much to 
the Purpoſe, and cannot fail of Succeſs, 
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St. Vrrus's Dance, or Chorea 
| Sancti Viti. 


T HIS is Palſey of a more remiſs Kind 


than the forementioned: I never knew 


any but young Perſons ſeized with it. If it 


begins in the Arm, it ſoon affects the Leg on 
the ſame Side; and ſo vice verſd. It never 
wears off without proper Means. 8 
This admits of the fame Method of Cure 
as the Palſey. | 
There is another Species of the Palſey, 
known by the Name of the Shaking * : 


— 


1 
Tis commonly the Effect of Old Age, Intems 
perance, or a Malum Stamen Viiæ lt ever 
proceeds from a Deficiency of Animal Spirits. 
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HIS, of all others, deſerves to have a 
A Place amongſt the Acute Diſeaſes. But, 
as I am going to deſcribe thoſe of the Head, 
this Diſtemper, ſo remarkable, and ſo fatal, 
cannot be omitred. . 
Whatever affects the Head, muſt be either 
inflammatory, convulſive, or accidental; as 
from Contuſions, Bruiſes, and the like. 
The Patient in an Apoplexy falls ſuddenly 
to the Ground, deprived. of all Senſation and 
Motion. hed 193 
Some Phyſicians place this Diſtemper in the 
Centre of the Brain; but that, with Sub- 
miſſion, can hardly account for the Effect it 
produces: Upon better Conſideration, it will 
appear, that both Brains muſt be affected. 
That the Cerebrum, or great Brain is ſo, ap- 
ears from the Abolition of Senſe and Motion. 
. That the Cerebellum, or little Brain, receives 
its Stroke likewiſe, is evident from the great 
Difficulty of Breathing the Patient labours. 
under in this Diſeaſe: It being very juſtly al- 
* | lowed, 
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lowed, that this Brain is the Cauſe of all in- 


voluntary Motions, of which Breathing mult 
be one. *Tis not caly to conceive that this 
Diſtemper is ſo common, as is pretended, 
when in more than forty-ſeven Years. Prac- 
tice, I have met with no more than two. 
Very often the Denomination of this Diſ- 
eale is given to Epilepſies, and many Times 
to high Hypocondriacal Effects. 
There are two Cauſes of Apoplexies: 
Blood extravaſated in the cortical Part of 
the Brain; or Convulſions, that immediately 
obſtruct the Animal Spirits. ; 
The firſt of theſe is incurable, it being im- 
poſſible ro draw the extravaſated Blood off; 
the latter, by proper Remedies, has been often 
removed, and the Patient cured. 


Method of cure. 


6“ High Bleeding may be of Uſe. Take 
ce of Mercurius Dulcis, Cinnabar of Anti- 
& mony, each one Scruple, made into a Bo- 
« jus with Conſerve of Hips. Give ſuch 
& things as cauſe Sneezing; as the Root of 


“ Hellebore, or the Leaves of Aſſarabacca 


« powdered. Bruiſe Garlick, which you may 
« apply to the Hand, Wriſts, and Soles of 
© the Feet. Likewife give the Julep deſcri- 


bed in the Convulſive Afthma, making it 


very 


£ " : 


66 


cc very ſtrong with Spirit of Sal Ar mo- 


66 niac.” . 
N. B. hat the Doctor has here preſcribed, 
5s well known to be of ſovereign Efficacy. And 
when the Fit is over, avoid all Sorts of ſpirt- 
tuous Liquors, and keep your Body warm, but 
your Legs and Feet eſpecially. [3 
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FALLING-SICKNESS, o Epi- 
lepſy. 
P Diſtemper muſt be convulſive, it 
ö being impoſſible for any inflammatory 
Dileaſe to ſeize the Patient fo. ſurpriſingly. ; 
for he would complain of Vertigoes, or great 
Pains in the Head, before the Paroxiſm. 
Whereas it gives its Stroke without any pre- 
vious Symptom, much like an Apoplexy, and 
is too often taken for that Diſtemper; as F 
have before obſerved. This affects likewiſe 
both Brains; which is viſible from its takin 
away all Senſe and Motion, and is attend 
with a Dy/pnea, or Difficulty. of Breathing, 
yet not ſo great as in Apoplexies. py 0 
It plainly differs from other convulſive Diſ- 
eaſes z ſince in this Caſe the Patient always 
falls on his Back, and is thrown. down 
, with 


* 


4193 
with great Violence, foaming much at the 
Mouth. 3 „ 
Tis cured by proper Neuroticks; little 
differing from the Methods of Cure in other 
Nervous Cales. | 
During the Paroxyſm, what is preſcribed 
in the Apoplexy, is not amiſs, Bleeding ex- 
cepted. But to prevent Returns, take as pre- 
ſcribed in the Convulſive Aſthma. All Con- 
vulſions proceeding pretty much from the 
ſame Cauſe, which we call an Ataxie, or ir- 
regular Motion of the Animal Spirits. 
N. B. Beſides what the Doctor preſcribes in 
this Caſe, there is a Medicine which I have fre- 
guently given with good Succeſs, which is Miſleto 
dried and powaer'd, about a Scruple the Doſe 
7 a Glaſs of Hyſteriek Water three Times a 
= 200 
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HxrrocoNpRIACcAL and Hr- 
STERICAL DISEASES. 


| ERE are two different Names for the 

ſame Diſtemper z nor can they be diſtin - 
2 ed otherwiſe than thus: What we call 
Typocondriacal in Men, we term Hyſterical 


in Women. I ſhall entef only on Hyſterical 


Effects, 


(43). 
Effects, becauſe they are more common, and 
more viſible in the finer Sex. 

There is no Diſeaſe incident to Human 
Bodies, but theſe Hyſtericiſms will counterfeit 
ſo exactly, that without the greateſt ban 
the Phyſician muſt be deceived. 

As when ir ſeizes the Head, it cauſes vio- 
lent Pains, Vertigoes, ſkrohg Convulſions, 
with deprivation of Senſe; when it affects 
the Eyes, with Loſs of Sight for the preſent, 
1 Quantities of pure Water iſſuing Fon 
them. | 

When the Heart, Palpitations. 

When the Lungs, Succuſſions, or Counkhs 


ing; in ſome much reſembling the Barking 


of a Dog. 
When the Gullet, or Exphagus, Suffoca« 


tion, with a great Swelling riſing up ro oo 
Throat. 


W hen the Side, a Pleuriſy. 


| Whenthe Stomach, Sickneſs, Pain and Vo- 
miting. 


W hen the Inteſtines, the Cholick, often 
accompanied with a Diarrhæa, or Loofeneſs. ; 


W hen the Kidneys, and Neck of the Blad- 
der, it many Times cauſes a total Suppreſ- 
ſion of the Urine, with Pains ſo like thoſe 


cauſed by the Gravel, or the Stone; that tis 


impoſſible, niſi a iuvantibus & ledentibus, to 
diſtinguiſh one from the other. agg 


When 
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When the Womb, all Diſtempers appear 
that are incident to it; all the Muſcles and 
Joints are affected with Swellings, followed 
with torturing Pains without Inflammation. 
Neither are the Teeth or Nails free: The 
Skin ſhall be often affected, becoming hot 
and dry, as in a burning Fever. 
The Scorbiculum Cordis, or Pit of the Sto- 
mach, is very often much diſordered with 
Pains, Tremblings, and Sinkings, which of- 
ten cauſe ſudden Motions to make Urine; 
which is not only larger in Quantity than 
uſual, but pale, and clear as Water from a 
Fountain. „ 
The Reaſon why the Pit of the Stomach 


is ſo generally affected, is, becauſe there is 


a Plexus, or Net of Nerves meeting there; 
which is a plain Indication that all the ſe- 
veral Symptoms above-mentioned, are Ner- 
Vous. 1 


I proceed to enquire into the Cauſe of ſo 


great a Variety of Symptoms, which is from 
an Ataxie, as we call it, or an irregular Mo- 
tion of the Animal Spirits, which proceed 
from a Weakneſs of them; ſo that the leaſt 
Noiſe, Surprize, Trouble, Anger, or any 
other Paſſion of the Mind, immediately brings 
on the greateſt Diſorders and Confuſions, and 


makes the Patient preſently blown up with 


Wind in almoſt every Part. 


This 


(45) 
This Diſeaſe, which has the ſeveral Ap- 
pearances of almoſt all acute Diſeaſes, with- 
out Matter or Corruption of the Fluids, 
makes me wonder that Phyſicians ſhould be- 
gin with Bleeding, Vomiting, Purging, and 
Bliſtering; and after, that have Recourſe to 
Folitanel or Iſſues; then Steel, Bitters, Opi- 
ates, and the like; all directly contrary to the 
Practice before ſet down. Steel in Subſtance 
is very pernicious to human Bodies; Bitters 
rarely have their deſired Effects: Opiates 
only palliate, and at the ſame Time give deeper 
Root to the Diſeaſe. The laſt Remedies pre- 
ſcribed are Bath Waters, which are really 
good to repair decayed Spirits. n 
The only Help which can be adminiſtred 
in this Diſorder, is to fortify the Animal 
Spirits, and ſtrengthen the Genus Nervoſum : 
Which is done by proper Neuroticks, Deop- 
Pilatives, and ſuch'as ſtrengthen the Stomach, 
and help Digeſtion : In all theſe there are 
no Evacuations; and yet it may be athrmed, 
theſe are proper Remedies in the above - men- 
tioned Diſtemper. 8 

I ſhall be very particular in my Account 
of every Thing that I ever found was of any 
Relief, or of any Uſe in theſe Caſes; which 
often proceeding from Diſorders of the Womb: 
It is of very great Import to ſee that Nature 
does her Part; that her Returns are regular, 
neither abounding, nor too ſparing; _—_ 

| | 0 
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( 46) 
of which, often cauſe Barrenneſz In the firſt 
uſe this Method. | qe - 


ec Bleed twelve Ounces from the Arm, 
& three or four Days before the Return of 
“ Nature is expected. Take large Quanti- 
« ties of Mynficht's Elixir of Vitriol, half a 
ce large Spoonful in half a Pint of Spring 
& Water, three or four times a Day; or of 
% Eaton's Styptick. Take of the Plaiſter 
& De Minio, and the Rupture-Plaiſter, each 
& alike Quantity ; two or three Drams of 
& the Loadſtone finely powdered : Put this 
© to the Reins of the Back; avoiding all 
« Meats or Drinks that any way hear or 
« inflame the Blood.“ 

Where Nature is wanting, uſe the follow- 
ing. Receipt: 
dee Take Salt of Steel one Ounce, Extract 
« of Rue; make theſe into Pills: Take one 
3 going to Bed, and another in the Morn- 


& ing: So increaſe, till you take five, Pills 


Night and Morning, drinking three or 
: ce four Spoonfuls of the Julep preſcribed in 

$ the Convulſive Aſthma z or take Myn- 
© fabt's Tin&ure of Steel, and Elixir — 
de prietatis, each a like Quantity. Of this 
«© you may take a large Spoonful in half a 
& Pint of Spring Water, firſt in the Morn- 
ce ing, and at Five in the Afternoon, for a 


© Month: Wear a Galbanum Plaiſter to your 
17 | | c 


Na- 
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(47) | 
« Navel. The Pills and Juleps in the Oon- 
« yulfive Aſthma, taken and repeated every 
© two or three Hours, when the Symptoms 
„“ are at the higheſt, ſoon put a Stop to 
« them. The Indians at the Molucco land, 
“ and the Ladies at Smyrna, often take Quick 
ce ſilver, as a Remedy againſt Barrenneſs. An 
«© Ounce may be taken once a Day for a Month 
WK pt 3 PR EG ne Gt" is bs 
N. B. he Doctor argues with a great deal 
of Judgment on this Diſtemper, and bis Pre- 
ſcriptions are ub leſs to the Purpoſe, containing 
every. thing that is proper to ſtrengthen the 
Nerves. e er 3 oe ad 
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GREEN-SICKNESS, rr 


Chloroſis. 


HIS Diſeaſe is incident to the Female 

1 Sex only; and that for the moſt part 
in the Time of their Virginity. This for- 
merly appeared near.the uſual Time of the 
coming of the Menſtrua: But fince Mothers 
have been ſo fooliſhly deſirous for nice Shapes 

for their Children, and in their tender Years, 

have laced them ſo very ſtrait, they haye not 

only brought this Diſtemper on more early, 
bur cauled great Crookedneſs and Deen 
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(48) 
of Body. To go farther; it ſo depraves 
the Juices of the Stomach, that the true 
Appetitions of Nature are wholly loſt; for 
what good Stomach would chooſe to eat 
Leather of old Trunks, Woollen or Linen 
Rags, Cork, Nut-Shells, and almoſt every 
2 that a healthy Stomach would nau- 
ſeate? FIN. 1 RY 1.1228 

This Diſtemper is attended with great 
Pains in the Stomach, Shortneſs of Breath, 
with an Averſion to all manner of Motion. 
For theſe Reaſons, one would think all Mo- 


thers ſhould become avowed Enemies to 


lacing their Daughters, till they are about 
twelve Years old, at ſooneſt; * and not to 


ack as if that wiſe Being, who formed us ſo 
perfect in the Womb, was ignorant how to 


model and ſhape us while weare growing to 
Years of Maturity. 


The ill Conſequences that daily attend this 


Practice, might be thought ſufficient to deter 


Parents from it. : | 
Let Mankind take a View of Barbarous 
Countries, as I have done; contemplate thoſe 
People, where God and Nature have Na 
0 een: 


*The Dodtor obſerves, that one of the beſt Re- 
medies for this Diſtemper, is to give the Patient 
every Morning half an Ounce of Quick: ſilver, and 
continue the ſame Doſe every Day for a Fortnight 
or three Weeks; it opens all Obſtruct ions, and makes 
a pure Balſam of the Blood. | wy 


in OO 


been: Obſerve in what Order and Delicacy 


i, TY * n R 


(49 


their Muſcles are placed; how ſtrong their 


Bodies; how taper their Limbs. There are 


no full Shoulders, nor gummy Thighs: or 
Legs, nor any Deformity : All Parts are con- 
ſpicuous, ſince the Natives have no more 

loathing, than what our Firſt Parents had 
during the ſhort Time of their Innocence. 
In ſome Places, they have not ſo much as a 
Fig-Leaf to conceal the Diſtinctions of either 
SEX. | l 


ſion: Since Mention has been made of Mo- 


thers, I can't but obſerve, how religiouſly 


they reſtrain their Children from eating green 


Fruit, from a Notion that it breeds Worms: 
However ſingular I may appear in my Opis © 


nion, I hold the contrary to be true; green 
Fruit being rather a great Deſtroyer of Ver- 
min. Rs „ 
»Tis Ripe Fruits that breed Worms; for 
it is manifeſt all animal Corruption turns to 
Vermin; and the ſame in vegetable Purre- 
faction. Now ripe Fruits being the laſt Fer- 
mentation of Perfection, or rather the firſt of 
Putrefaction, the Vermicular Ovaria muſt 
be very pregnant; which, when received in 


\ 


a depraved Stomach, may prove as proper a 
Nidus for their Vivification, as the Cor- 


ruption in which they are inveloped. 


. 


The Reader muſt pardon a ſhort, Digreſ- 8 
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The moſt "offenſive: and moſt dangerous of 
All Species of Vermin, are not viſible to the 
JJ... gt wad ; anifhet 

For ſome Years laſt paſt IJ have not ſo ea- 
fily aſſented to ſeveral received Opinions in 
natural Philoſophy, as many others have 
done, who are ready Jurare in verba alicu- 
Jus Magiſtri, but have thoroughly . weighed 
and conſidered them ſo far as to be convin- 
Sed that they are, for the Generality, falſe : 
I ſhall ſer down one vulgar Error more. 
Tis a generally received Notion, nay, e- 
ven amongſt many Gentlemen of the Facul- 
ew Quickfilver is Poiſon : If ſuch Per- 
ſons are not aſhamed of their being no better 
 ., natural Philoſophers, I have no Reaſon to 

be under Confuſion of Face for them. 3 
Their Opinion is a Sign they have tra- 
yelled far at hom. a 

Let them take a Trip to Hungary, and 
viſit the Mines where the Quickſilver is dug; 
they may there ſee Slaves working entirely 
naked, to prevent the ſtealing this precious 
Jelly of Metals, as it may be called; yet 
every Day ſwallow ſo much that they buy a 
Ohoppin of Drink with it at Night. 

Several Phyſicians have enquired of my 
Patients, To what End do give it? Where- 
in can the Efficacy or Power of it conſiſt? I 
they do nat know, what follows may ferve 
for Inſtruction. * . 
ws Firſt, 
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414) | 
Firſt, it ſecures the Patient from all Ver- 
micular Diſeaſes; of which no Practitioner 
can be ſufficiently appriſed, that has not ſpent 
ſome Time in hot Climate. 
Next, it opens all Obſtructions, Which 
are ſuppoſed to be another general Ca uſe of 
Diſeaſes. 3 „„ 
Laſtly, it makes a pure Balſam of the 
Blood beyond all other Things in the Crea- 
tion. Otherwiſe, why cannot Venereal Ul- 
cers be cured without it? We often [ce thaſe 
Sores in a Salivation grow well without the 
Help of a Surgeon. . . 


= — ad 
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I deſire to know, Why I am called the 
r Quickſilver Doctor, by way of Deriion? MK 
» Pray do not you, Gentlemen Phyſicians, Sur- - 
geons, and Apothecaries, preſcribe it almaſt _ .. 
5 every Day of your Lives? I aver, you do. I 

Only you diſguiſe it; and I give it in-fuch 
d an open honeſt Manner, that my Patient 
; cannot be deceived in taking ir. Let me 
y ask you, What is your AÆthiops Mineral? 
18 Is it not Quickſilver 1 to a black Pow - 
t der, with Brimſtone ? and in as great Eſteem 
a with you as any of your Medicines ? A very 

ingenious Phyſician ſays, This is like ftriks 


iy ing a Man with your Sword in the Scabbardz 
2 and were it poſſible to have found a worſe 
it” Menſtruum than Sulphur, I do not know —- = 
e whether it ought not even then to have been * 


tried. Certainly this Medicine ſhews a more 
„ D 2 than ; 


. (a) 


chan common Virtue, which can thus power- 


Y 


fully exert itſelf, when bound down by ſo 


S 


contrary a Quality. : 
A a of "= a Gentleman of Re- 
putation and Figure, was lately taking of 
Quickfilver by my Direction. He told me, 
one of the moſt eminent Phyſicians here in 
"Town, ſaid, he was very ſorry to bear that 
I had put him under a Courſe of Quickſilver, 
and affirmed it to be the moſt b Me- 
dicine in the whole World; adviſing him by 
all means to leave it off. When this Gentle- 
man at the ſame time was intimately ac- 
. 2 with a Perſon, who had the ſame 
ndiſpofition with his own, and had Quick- 


 » Ailverpreſcribed him by this very Doctor. He 


told me, beſides, in what manner he gave it; 
"Which a Man who had ſtudied Phyſick only 
a Month, would have thought no ſmall Re- 
fiction upon his Judgment. I wiſh my Pa- 
tient would have given me his Name, it 
mould have been put down in Words at full 
Length, for the general Good of Mankind. 


[Read the Second Part of the Hoſpital Surgeon, 
10 of the Nature and Virtues of Duickfitver.] 

Bello, the Author of this Book, calls it 
the Miracle of Nature, and the greateſt Gift 
of God in the whole Materia Medica, 


1839 

T appeal to the Reader, if ſuch a Perſon 
as I lately mentioned, deſerves the Title of 
Doctor. As for my Part, though I am bet 
a poor Batchelor in Phyſick, I ſhall. for 
ever ſcorn ſo mean, ſo diſhonourable' a Be- 


| kaviour. 


But concerning the Uſe of Quickſilver, fee 
the following Paragraphs taken out of the 
Writings of two learned Phyſicians, which 
will convince the World that I am not ſingle 
in the good Opinion I have of Quickfilver, - 
1 have found the continual Uſe of 


„ Zthiops Mineralis to be not only ſafe, 


ce bur always effectual; which is generally 
c poſtponed to the other Preparations of Mer- 
« cury upon this Account only, becauſe it 
« js. the moiſt eafily prepared of them al}. 


„ Thus the Operation of Quickſilver holds 


« univerſally the ſame; which, however 
e conſtant it may be, hinders not yet in the 
&« leaſt, but that Quickfilver may be endow- 
«© ed alſo with other Properties; for it not 
only opens obſtructed Veſſels, bur alſo as 


« conſtantly blunts the Points of Acids. 


Friend's Emenologia, Chap. xiv: 


la Arhiops Mineral, and Cinnabar of 
“ Antimony, the Mercury is ſo bridled up 
&« by the Sülphur, that none of their ſenſible 
“ Operations and 4 are felt, while 

28 bs. | [they 
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they produce wonderful Changes in the 
ee 


Body. I cannot paſs over ÆEthiops Mi- 


_ & neral without preſſing its more univerſal 


« Uſe therein, for ought I know, it has 
« yet had in common Practice. It is one 
« of the moſt certain and univerſal Alte- 
* ratives, if doſed ſufficiemly, and long e- 


4 nough perſiſting in, of all the Diſpenſa- 


« tory. It radically extirpates the Itch, Piles, 
& ſcorbutic and ſcrophulous Ulcers. All 
% cutaneous Foulneſſes; all Inflammations 
« and Fluxions of the Eyes; all internal Ul- 
« cers, Rheumatiſms, W hite-Swellings, ſharp 
% Humours in the Stomach and Guts; and 


„ almoſt all Diftempers ariſing from fizy 


« Juices; I fay it cures theſe, if Art can 
« do it. It may be given almoſt to half an 
« Ounce a Day, eſpecially with interſperſed 
„ Mercurial Purges, without Trouble, ' or 
any ſenſible Operation, and may be con- 
« tinued a Twelvemonth, if one pleaſes. 1 
„ have had frequent Occaſion of trying the 

« Arhiops in different Caſes, ſince the firſt 
„Edition of my Treatiſe, and never with- 
&« out Succeſs. Amongſt others, I tried it 
«© upon a Perſon of an exceeding groſs cor- 
* pulent Habit, who had paſſed the Meri- 


* 


% dian of Life, for a ſpreading, foul, ſcor- 


«butic Ulcer, which had affected the whole 
„ Anele, for more than a Span Length quite 
* round, and was pretty deep in W 
6 FLAT „ He 
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6 
He took three Drams, made up with, Syrup: 
„ of Lemons, twice a Day for four Months 
<« ſucceſſively, and a gentle, Mercurial Purge 
& once in ten Days: This, with a low cool 
Diet, and proper Dreſſings, healed it quite 
e up, when it was 2 thought, ſcarce 
„ any Medicine, eſpecially ſo eaſy a one, 
& would: ever Rais ſuch. a Cure in ſuch a 
e Conſtitution. The Athiops was taken 
without any Diſguſt, Trouble, or Inter- 
« ruption of Buſineſs; and it was obſervable, 
“ (and it is for the ſake of this Obſervation 
“ chiefly that I mention this Inſtance, ) that 


. 
3 


© the very Æthiops itſelf, after the Body 


e had been fully r leniſh'd with it, in two 
« Months Time, ed itſelf through the 
« found Part of the Leg and Shin, and 
« ſtuck to thoſe Parts o the Plaiſter that 
“ cover'd them, in its proper Subſtance and 
« Colour; which ſhews how readily this 
« Medicine paſſes through the ſmall Veſſels 
&« of the Glands. This very Method never 
“e fails to cure Opthalmia's,' even ſero- 
6 phulous ones, and is a molt certain Remedy 
& in an Ulcer of the Bladder, as. I have. al- 
& ways found, if given in 4 ſufficient Das 
6 my perkilted in a ſufficient Time.“ | | 


bpm Ef on the Gout, 
"_" 2. l 48, Ec. 2 
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N (56) 
Much may be faid to ſhew the Impoſſi- 
biliry of Quickſilver doing any Damage to 
the Patient; what gives offence to Nature, 
is what we term Spiculæ, Points or Edges. 
Now, Quickſilver always retaining a globu- 

- thr Figure, together with the Softneſs of its 
Body, no Harm can happen from the Uſe of 

it; only this I would adviſe the Patient, that 
he get a ſmall Crucible, put into it the Quan- 
tity of a Piſtol- Bullet of Quickſilver, ſet the 
Crucible on the Fire, if any of the ſoft Me- 
rals are put to it, they will remain, and the 
Quick ſilver fly off. Note, a Pound of Lead 
coſts two Pence, and a Pound of Quickſilver 
eight or ten Shillings; the Profit that ariſes 
may be one Cauſe of its Adulteration, and 
another to bring the Medicine into Diſ- 
e 3 | 
But let him take particular Care not to 
hang his Head over it, for the Effluvia are 
a Poiſon of the moſt ſubtile Nature. 
Now, does any Thing ſo uſeful, ſo bene- 
ficial to Mankind, deſerve to be ſo much ex- 
ploded, and treated with ſo much Calumny ? 
But amongſt all their falſe Inſinuations, let 
them bring one ſingle Inſtance, well atteſted, 
of the Damage any one has received from 
it. Though I believe there never was a 
Medicine given, but ſometimes has proved 
not only detrimental to the Patient, but even 
Death itſelf has enſued, eſpecially when miſ- 
Wort 14 applied ry 


Eg) 
applied: Witneſs the ſo much celebrated 


Caſcoins Powder, which occaſions yearly 
the Loſs of many thouſand Subjects to the 


Crown. I aver, Quick-filver never did any 


Harm to the Patient, which is more than can 


be ſaid of any other Medicine. | 
There is another prevailing Opinion, That 
Acids are the Cauſe of almoſt all Diſeaſes: 
Whereas they are. not liable ro Corruption, 
therefore muſt keep the Fluids pure, and with- 


out any Contamination z. nor can they be the 
Cauſe of any Fever, becauſe they are the 
| re Coolers we know of, neither can the) 


ethe Cauſe of any cutaneous Eruption; becauſe 
I know by Experience (as I could bring many 
to teſtif . they are a very powerful and 
effectual Remedy againſt ſuch Diſtemper s. 
I know no Method more proper than what 
is laid down in the foregoing Chapter, to re- 
{tore Nature whenit is in a declining State. 


0 "RF" 


 Kine's-Evir, or Scrofula. 


S either Hereditary, or Accidental ; is ſeatod 
in the Blood, and uſually deſcends to the 


_ Thildren, if cither of the Parents ever had it! 
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( 38 7 | 
This Diſeaſe is ſeldom met with, but in 
young People. Ir generally appears firſt in 
the Glands of the Throat, with hard Swel- 
lings of a livid Colour flow in coming to a | 
Maturation, bearing the Touch without much 
Uneaſinoſs, being attended with leſs Pain 


and Soreneſs, than any other Ulcer of what 


Kind foever. 


The Accidental proceeds from any old 


Ulcer that has been long in curing, or from 
any Inflammation of the Eyes, which I have 
obſerved in a very ſhort Time to become ſcro- 
Ws. 

The Hands, Feet, or any other Part may 
be affected with ir. Before the Patient comes 


to be twenty-five Years of Age, 'tis rare but 
this Diſtemper naturally wears off. I was 


ſome Years fince called to a Merchant's Son 
in this City, about fix Years old: He had 
this Diſeaſe, in a violent Degree, in his pri- 


vate Parts, which were ſwelled to a prodi- 


"pious Size; and at the fame Time, afflicted 


With no leſs than ſeven Ulcers; I ordered 


him a Diet-drink 4 upon ta ing of which, 
the Swelling abated, and the Ulcers grew 
_ without any other Application than dry 

—: i, 3 
The Spring following this Diſtemper 
threatened a Return; but upon the Repe · 
tition of the Digt-drink, he was perfectly re- 

covered. | | 
| A 


« Take half a Pint every Morning, n 8 
14 


6 39 9 | 


4 Receipt to ture the Evil 


© Take Mercurius Dulcis one Dram, An- 
ce timony revived half a Dram: You may- 
ce give of this Medicine three, four, or five: 


cc Grains, according to the Age or 1 


ce of the Patient. Take this twice a Week.“ 
In the intermediate Days, uſe the. Diet 
Drink following: e 


1 


d Take of the Leaves of Senna half a 


ce Pound, the Root of Monks Rheubarb ſe- 


ven Ounces, the Roots of the ſharp- pointed 


4 Dock, the Roots of Polypody of the Oak, 

«- of each four Ounces, the Roots of Mize- 
« rion, three Ounces and a half, Rue leav d, 
„ Whitlow-Graſs, three Handfuls, Rinds of: 


4 Oranges dried, ſix Ounces, crude Anti- 


« mony, groſly powder'd, one Pound: Slice 
ce and bruiſe the e, then put them in a Bags. 
“ and boil them in four Gallons and a 
« half of midling Drink to three Gallons: 


«or leſſening the Doſe, according to 


Operation. By this very Method, I have 
5 cured great Numbers.“ "RE | 
e D 6 


N. B. 


3 


4 
8 


* 
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3 N. B. I have known ſeveral that were cured 
by the Doctor, by theſe. Preſcriptions ; and where 
they were applied, I have not found one Patient 
Fail of a Cure. | | 


"4 1 * * — 
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_ ELEPHANTIASIS. 


HE. worſt, and moſt obſtinate of cuta- 
neous Diſeaſes : Tis Vermicular. 

This Species of Eruption does not always 
appear the ſame; ſometimes it breaks out like 
ſmall Boils of ſeveral Colours; ſome yellow, 
fome again white, and others of a livid Com- 
plexion. This laſt Sort ſometimes brings off 
the Patient's Nails. I had a Gentlewoman, 
in this Town, in this miſerable Condition; 
Jet, in a ſhort Time, ſhe was perfectly well. 
In ſome, this Diſtemper appears in an infinite 
Number of Water-bladders, from whence iſ- 
ſues great Quantities of a ſalt briny Matter, 

of ſo corroſive a Quality, that where it falls, 
it excoriates. Salivation, in. theſe Caſes, has 
been tried without Succeſs ; yet the Diſtem- 

per yields to Remedies in no reſpect violent. 


1 


Luxrko- 


atient 


 Lnprosy of the 
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| the Greeks, or, 
Lepra Græcorum. 


T Ae in a band won Gene.” 


ſurrounded with a ſmall Circle of Red. 
but almoſt even with the Skin; which, as 


People grow in Vears, for the moſt part gets 


Ground; ſo that in Proceſs of Time the Pa- 
tient becomes very uneaſy. This Diſeaſe is 
rarely cured, becauſe the Nature of it is for 
the moſt part miſtaken, by reaſon Phyſicians 
ſuppoſe it to proceed from an acid Quality in 
the Fluids: For which Reaſon, they pour in 
Alkalious Remedies of all Sorts, which only 


add to the Matter of the Diſeaſe. Now, if 7 | 


any Perſon deſires. to be ſatisfied of this Miſe 
take, I will venture-to $i ſuch Proof of it, 
as ſhall be convincing from the Experience 


of many Learned Men, that there is no. Acid 


of any Kind in the Fluids; as Pitcairn ſays, 
the famous Mr. Boyle aſſerts. Sir John Cole- 
batch's Experiment with the Syrup of Violets, 
is ſufficient to go no farther. Doctor Bores 
Baave is in the fame Way of Thinking. 

But why ſhould Men of Art be ſo averſe 


to Cold Bathing in this Caſe ? The J/raelites 
were famous for an itchy ſcabby People; and 


the 
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en) 
the only Remedy we find they made uſe of, 
was Immerſion in cold Water. | 
© Phyſicizns object, That the Immerſion in 
cold Water, in cutaneous Caſes, has often 
thrown this corrupt Matter on the Lungs, 
and cauſed Conſumptions. If they can make 
this appear from one ſingle Inſtance, ir may 
give ſome Satisfaction as ro what they aſſert; 
though it will be far from proving their Con- 
eluſion to be true. What they ſay of Cold 


Bathing, is very different from what I have 


experienced in Practice, and from my Way 
of Thinking . | 

Upon the Patient's Immerſing in the moſt 
intenſe cold Water that can poflibly be found, 
all the Heat is flung from the Surface of the 
Body, into its moſt inward Parts; when the 
Patient comes out, the Heat returning from 
whence it came, performs its Motion with 
that Elaſticity and Force, that it fills t he 
Skin with vaſt Numbers of cutaneous Spots; 


by which the Blood becomes much finer, and 


thoſe corrupt Parts of the Fluids are diſ- 


charged. For the Truth of this, I appeal to 


every one that immerſes in very cold Water. 
It may be farther preſumed, That whereas 
the Patient oſten complains of flying Pains 
in the Muſcles, which occaſion a great Ina- 
bility ro Motion. This Diſorder, generally 
ſpeaking, is cauſed from Wind, blowing up 


| the Muleles beyond rheir due Tenfion:- In 


which 


Py 
. 5 * —_— 
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but more from the 


| 9 
7 ( 63 ) . EM 
which Cafe, they will receive Benefir, not 


only from the Cold Yo of the Water, 
ct 


| Veight of it, which 
preſſes the Muſcles into their due Places ; fo 
that you find yourſelf inſtantly fitter for Mo- 
tion. 8 3 
In ſome Parts of Aſia, as ſoon as any one 
complaius of Pains in their Muſcles, and 
Bones, their Friends immediately throw them 
on the Ground, and kneel on them; ar 
length, by preſſing their Mufcles, they are 
ſenſible of Relief. „ Te BN 
I have dwelt the longer on this Head, 
becauſe I would have Cold Bathing grow as 
univerſal, as IJ hope [noculation in a ſhort Time 
will do. Ae phe 
And now I have mentioned Inoculation, I 
ſhould think it unpardonable, if I ſhould take 
no Notice of her Majeſty, as a great Promo- 
ter and Encourager of this Practice. I. be- 
lieve the World will readily allow me, that 
her Majeſty is as much ſuperior in her Un- 


derſtanding to the Generality of her Sex, W 43 


ſhe is ſuperior to them in that Station in which 
Providence fo happily, for Mankind, has placed 


her. How many are there that are ready to run 


into any Mode or Faſhion, tho' never ſo extra- 
vagant, if it has but the Sanction of the Great! 
Let ſuch, on this Occaſion, imitate their 
Queen. Is it poſſible, they can be ſolici- 
tous in Matters of a trifling Nature, and fhew 


little 
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little or no Regard to what is of infinite Im- 
portance to Mankind ? Inoculation is as be- 
neficial an Invention, in every Reſpect, as 
either this Age, or any of the preceding ones 
have produced : Vet, what is very ſurpri- 
Zing, it meets with little Encouragement 
from the Ladies. Is Beauty, that arrives to 
ſuch a Perfection in an Engiih Climate, of 
ſo little Importance, that it is beneath our 
Care? What miſerable Havock, what terri- 
ble Changes has this one Diſtemper produced 
in the moſt lovely and amiable Part of the 
Creation? The Ladies may poſſibly ſmile ro 


hear a Man of Seventy uſe ſuch warm Ex- 


8 but will venture to ſay with Mr. 
' Dryden, That e 


Old as I am, for Ladies Love unfit, 
The Power of Beauty I remember yet. 
IT therefore lament the ſmall and inconſide- 


Table Progreſs which Inoculation has as yer 
made. in. Great-Britain. 


As to that ridiculous Aſperſion ſome Peo- 


ple have caſt upon it, by calling it a Tempt- 
ing of God, and bringing Diſeaſes upon our- 
ſelves: This, to a thinking Perſon, muſt ap- 
pear ſo frivolous, that it ſcarcely deſerves an 
Anſwer. Is there one ſingle Paſſage in the 


Whole ſacred Writings, that reſtrains Man- 
kind from anticipating an Evil, by making 
» eee e 


| 
| 


onſide- 
as yer 


e Peo- 


Tempt- 


n oOur- 


uſt ap- 
ves an 
in the 
Man- | 


making 


cerning 


Ii, 
uſe of. the proper Precautions for preventing 
it? If theſe ſcrupulous Gentlemen, whoſe 
Conſciences were not always ſo ftrait-laced, 


will produce me but one ſingle Inſtance of 


an ablolute Prohibition from Things of this 


Nature, I will readily acquieſce, and willing- 


ly retract my Error. I beg my Reader's Par- 


don for ſo long a * rages but T hope, 


the Importance of the Subject will ſufficient- 
ly atone for it. I can aſſure them, what has 
been ſaid on this Occaſion, is not from any 


View to my own private Intereſt, but mere» 
ly out of Regard to the general Good of 


Mankind. 0 

N. B. V hat the Doctor here mentions con- 
Cold Bathing in cutaneous Caſes, is 
undoubtedly of great Uſe ;, but as he immediately 


falls into high Recommendations of Inoculating 


the Small Pox, I cannot avoid diſſenting from 
bis Opinion in that Affair, becauſe many of 


my Acquaintance have dyed who underwent the 


Operation, and many more' may ſuffer by the 
like Experiment, e 90888 
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* Branxy Ircn, or Pruritus 
Farinus. 


. Sort of Eruption is much like 
Bran, from whence it takes its Name. 
Tis pretty univerſal, ſpreading all over the 
Body and Limbs, but is 18623, eaſter cured 
than either of the former. . 
Tis cured by the ſame Method with the | 
Leproſy of the Gyeeks 3 that is, by Bathing 
frequently in Cold Water. 
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T7HIS: is the moſt common of all the cu · 
* taneous Diſtempers, very much infeſt- 
ing the Sea-Coaſts of England, Scotland, and 
' Jreland; and is very contagious. It is cauſed 
generally by Filthineſs, and feeding much up- 
on Fiſh. This even the Illiterate allow to be 
virmicular. In hot Climates I have ſeen the 
Vermin moving in the Puſtles. The Reme- 
dies which are uſed, undeniably prove the Di- 
ſeaſe ro be very virmicular ; for all _— 
| - ria 


rial Ointments and Waſhes, nay, a Quick- 
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filver Girdle, are the common Remedies ; 


and we know nothing that ſo infallibly de- 


ſtroys Worms as Mercury. 
Note, While theſe are apply'd outwardly, 

Flower of Brimſtone taken inwardly belps much 

to forward the Cure. | 


I ſhall now proceed to give a Deſcription 
of molt of the Acute Diſeaſes amongſt us, as I 
have done of the Chronic; except a Lethargy, 
which proceeds from too mo a Brain, and 
needs no Deſcription. . 


" AWaſh to cure the IT n. 
« Take one Quart of Spring Water, diſs 
« ſolve in it one Dram of Sublimate, Cream 


tc of Tartar, half an Ounce: Waſh the Puſtles 
% over with this at Night going to Bed: 


« Change your Linen, and three Nights at 


ce fartheſt, you ſhall be well. Tis neceſſary 


ce at leaſt to purge. I likewiſe recommend 


« Bleeding.” 1 9125 in 
Note, This Waſh is of ſo cleanly a kind, and 
of ſo great Efficacy in Cure of this Diſtemper, 
that many Perſons about London get tolerable 
Livelihoods by it. 1 7 in 
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PLAGUE, or Peſtis. 


'SHALL begin with what the Learned 
Dr. Willis ſays of it. Natura peſtis mi- 
aſmate virulento & ſpirituali fundatur, a quo 
Nuvia vaporoſa quaque verſus diſfuſa adeo 
potenter ſe explicant, ut vel ex minimo ſemi- 
nario feratem mortis & exitii ſegetemcito pro- 
Pagent. | 

By this he only deſigned to deſcribe after 
what Manner the Infection is conveyed ; 
which ſeems very . reaſonable. Take the 
Deſcription of this Diſtemper as follows: 

It begins as all other Fevers do, with In- 
termiſſions of Heat and Cold; the Sym- 
ptoms are higher than in any other Fever; 
intenſe Thirſt, violent Vomitings, Pains in 
the Head, Back, Joints, and all over the 
Muſcles, a total Failure and Proſtration of 
all Strength and Ability; as if there was, as 
in Reality there is, a general Mortification 
of all the Fluids enſuing. MO 

The Appearances, which come on in a few 
Hours, are what we call Petechiz, or black 
Spots; with a Bubo or inflammatory Swel- 
ling in the Groin, or ſome other of the E- 
munctories. | 
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This Diſeaſe is very ſoon at a Criſis, in 
three or four Days at the fartheſt, but general- 


ly ſooner. 


When we took the two Cities of Guaia- 
quil, under the Line, in the South-Seas, it 
happened, that not long before the Plague 
had raged amongſt them. For our better Se- 
curity therefore, and keeping our People to- 
gether, we lay in their Churches; and like- 
wiſe brought thither the Plunder of rhe Ci- 
ties: We were very much annoyed with the 
Smell of dead Bodies. Theſe Bodies could 
hardly be ſaid to be buried; for the Spaniards 
abroad uſe no Coffins, but throw ſeveral dead 
Bodies one >, $6 another, with only a Draw- 
Board over them; ſo that tis no Wonder we 
received the Infection. ; 4 
In a very few Days after we got on Board, 
one of the Surgeons came to me to acquaint 
me, that ſeveral of my Men were taken af- 
ter a violent Manner with that Languor of 
Spirits, that they were not able to move. I 
immediately went among them, and, to my 
great Surprize, ſoon diſcerned what was the 
Matter. In leſs than forty eight Hours we 
had in our ſeveral Ships one hundred and 


eighty Men in this miſerable Condition. 


I ordered the Surgeons to bleed them in 
both Arms, and to go round to them all, 
with Command to leave them bleeding till 
all were blooded, and then come and tie them 


oe 


„ 
up in their Turns. Thus they lay bleeding 
and fainting, ſo long, that I could not con- 
ceive they could loſe leſs than an hundred 
Ounces each Man. | 
If we had loſt fo great a Number of our | 
People, the poor Remains muſt infallibly have 
eriſhed. began to conſider, that the 
lague was no more than a Fever of the 
moſt exalted Kind; and fo Duro huic nods 
durior adhuc cuneus adhibendus. A Fever we 
define to be Aucta ſanguinis Fermentatio ſan- 
guini & humoribus inducta. The only Inten- 
tion of Healing, muſt be to abate that pre- 
ternatural Fermentation, and reſiſt Putrefacti- 
on, which muſt be by large| Quantities of 
cooling and diluting Liquors. We had on 
Board Oil and Spirits of Vitriol ſufficient 
which I cauſed to be mixed with Water to 
the Acidity of a Lemon, and made them 
drink very freely of it; ſo that notwith- 
ſtanding we had one hundred and eighty odd 
_ down in this moſt fatal Diſtemper, yet we 
loſt no more than ſcyen or eight ; and even 
theſe owed their Deaths to the ſtrong Li- 
quors which their Mcſs-Mates procured for 
them. 
They had all Spots, which in the great 
Plague they call Tokens; few or none of the 
Spaniards eſcaped Death that had them; bur 
my People had them, and Buboes too, 


Now 


1 C 
(72) 
Jing Now if we had had Recourſe to Alexiphar- 
con- micks, ſuch as Venice Treacle, Diaſcordium, 

Mithridate, and ſuch like good-for-nothi 


Powder, or Bezoar, I make no Queſtion at 


we had loſt every Man.“ 

Tis ſurprizing to me that Phyſicians can 
read ſo many Authors, and overlook the moſt 
reaſonable Rules for the Good and Preſerva- 
tion of Mankind, and imbibe Principles, 
which, were it not for fear of giving Offence, 
I ſhould ſay, are contrary to Common Senſe; 


I ſhall inſtance in one more remarkable than 
alk the reſtt. N 5H 


verius in his Theraputic Part of his Inſti- 


& generaliſſimo principio deſumitur, contraria 
contrariis curantur. £1 | 

Galen ſays, No Rule in the Mathematicks 
is more certain than this. 1 have had more 


than 


for the Plague in violent Hot Countries; yet we are 

well aſſared by many noted Authors, who lived in the 

Treat Time of the great Plague in London, that by rhe uſe of 
the Alex ipharmicks ſeveral Hundreds were cured, and this 
but proved of no leſs Advantage to the People of Mar- 


ſeilles, when that Place was lately infected with that 


direfal Diſtemper; but indeed the Doctor's Scene was 
near the Line, where Alexipharmicks could not be 
Now IX altogether ſo beneficial as in our cooler Climates. 


Compoſitions, or the moſt celebrated Gaſcoin's 


all, conſidering the Heat of the Climate, but 


The firſt Axiom that is laid down by Ri- 


tutes, is, Omnis curandi Methodus a primo hoc 


The DoQor is againſt the Uſe of Alexipharmicks 


(72) | 
than Forty Eight Years Experience to back 
this Aſſertion, and in the worſt Climates. 
Read the Man whoſe Reaſon was much 
ſuperior to mine, the honeſt and good Dr. 
Sydenham, and ſee if the Rule above was not 
his Guide. 5 | 
Sennertus alſo in his Inſtitutes ſays, Quic- 
quid curatur curatur contrariis. | 
This very Rule has been ſo little, regard- 
ed, that a Phyſician of this Town offered ty 
lay Five Hundred Pounds with me, that I 
did not produce ſuch an Axiom; but as he 
grew cooler, he thought better of it. By 
this it appears, how little Notice is taken of 
the molt uſeful Rules in the Art of Heal- 
ing. | EN | 
| Ic it ſhould pleaſe God to afflict us with 
this Diſeaſe, ſome Perſons muſt be under no 
ſmall Concern to procure a ſufficient Quantity 
of Cantharides; for if it ſhould ſo happen 
that People went to their Graves with whole 
Skins, then the moſt ſovereign Remedy would 
be omitted. Now this great Catholicon does 
not only poiſon and ene the Fluids, but 
draws off the purer Part of the Blood ; 
which is the Serum. By this Practice the 
Maſs becomes more grumous and thick, ſo 
that Circulation is impeded, and the Patient 
ſuffocated: Whereas, if there was Care ta- 
ken to dilure and thin the Maſs of Blood, 
Circulation would be much eaſier main- 
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Belzebub ſignifies a Fly in the Hebrew Lan- 
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tained, and by this Means prevent Death. 
An eminent Phyſician was asked, How Bliſter- 
ing came fo much in Faſhion ? He anſwered, 
They had it from the Jadians. But I, that 
have ſeen more Judians than all the Phy- 
ſicians in England, deny that the Indians 
ever make uie of Bliſters. They do often 
cauteriſe; and in all Fevers amongſt them 
they cover the Patients over in the Sands, till 
they are in a profuſe Sweat, and then throw 
them into the Cold Water, by which Means 
they become well. - 

I ſhould be glad to know if Dr. Rad- 
cliff ever uſed this inhuman Method of 
Biiſtering, as it is now in Vogue. I ſhould: 
be glad to know likewiſe, it there is any 
Authority from any of qur moſt approved 
Authors for ſuch a Practice. The honeſt 
Dr. Sydenbam calls Bliſtering, Humano coris 
ludere. Dr. Baynard would ſay, | That as 


guage, that the Devils were nothing but 
great Cantharides. We ſhould likewiſe. be 
at a Loſs for Bezoar, that petrified Matter 


and Blidders, of ſome of the naſtieſt Greatures 
in Being, as Guananoes, a monſtrous. Beaſt 
between a Camel and a He-Goat, black Cat- 
tle, Hogs, Goats, and an ugly Animal they 
call Pacos D'la Tierra, Monkeys, Porcu- 
pines, and all ſuch 1 Animals. _ os 


(74 

Of this I bave been credibly informed by 
Perſons of the beſt Reputation, both in the 
Eaft and Weſt Indies. 5 1 

We in Diſſections too often find in the 
Galls and Bladders of Human Bodies great 
Quantities of Stones, which doubtleſs may 
as well ſerve for Bezoar, as the diſeaſed Mat- 


ter of the afore- mentioned Beaſts. They ſor 


the moſt Part dying with theſe ſeveral Sorts 
of Stones, as by Experience 'tis daily ſeen 
——- 


— 
— 


SrorrEp FEVR, or Febris 
Peſtilentialis. 


"HIS begins like the Plague, excepting 
T that all the Symptoms are leſs vio- 
lent. Intermiſſions of Heat and Cold, Vo- 
miting, fron Pains in the Head, Back, 


Limbs, Joints, and all the Muſcles, intenſe 
Thirſt. The firſt Criſis is the Petechiæ, or 
black Spots. If the Patient ſurvives this fa- 
tal Diſeaſe, the laſt Criſis, which we define 


to be Subita & repentina mutatio in morbo 


fafta vel ad ſalutem vel ad mortem diver- 


gens, is ſeldom before the ſeventeenth or 
- twenty-firſt Day. f 


About 


20 


ed by About thirty- ſeven Years ſince this Fe- 
in the ver raged much in Briſtol, ſo that I viſited 
2 from twenty-five to thirty Patients a Day 
in the for a conſiderable Time, beſides their poor 
great Children taken into their Workhouſe, where 
( may I engaged my ſelf, for the Encouragement 
1 Mat- of fo good and charitable an Undertaking, 
hey for to find them Phyſick, and give them Advice 
il Sorrs at my own Expence and Trouble for the two 
y ſeen firſt Years. All theſe poor Children in ge- 
neral had this Fever, yet no more than one 
died out of the whole Number, which was 
TERM ts near two hundred. | SOR 
| [ ſhall give a particular Inſtance of one Per- 
b d ſon cured in an uncommon Way. dd 
,DIIS | One Thomas Hackett, an Apprentice to 
Mr. Jchn Scandret a Grocer in Pine- Street, 
Briſtol, labouring under this fatal Fever, had 
1 v4 a violent Hemorrage, -or Flux of Blood at his 
epting | Noſe, notwithſlanding great Quantities of 
& vio Blood were taken from his Arms, and the 
3, Vo- mot cooling Medicines adminiſter'd which 
Back, cculd be thought of; yer all proved ineffec- 
intenſe tual, inſomuch that there was no room to 
iz. or expect his Life. I ordered a large Veſſel 
his fa. do be filled below Stairs with Spring Water. 
define Fle was carried down in a Sheet, and put 
orb into the Water; he dipp'd his Head ſeveral 
liver. Times, upon which the Bleeding ſtopped. 
or believe he ey, 2 continue. in the Water 
2 Quarter of an Hour; after which Time he 
About | E > 5 


n 
was carried to Bed, only covered with a 
Sheet. He ſlept well that Night; the Spots 
all diſappeared; he was very well, only weak, 
and is now living in Briſtol. | 

This being of a very high inflammatory Na- 
ture, it is proper to take away large — 
tities of Blood, giving the Purge deſcribed 
in the Gout, every other Day; taking after 
it the ſame Night the following Draught. 

«© Black-Cherry- Water, Mint-Water, of 

& each one Ounce and a Half; Plague- 
c Water half an Ounce, Diacodium ten 
ny 
„ 


Drams, made into a Draught. Of the 

Days you do not purge, take the follow- 
« ing: Conſerve ef Wood-Sorrel, of Hips, 
< and Barberiics, of each one Ounce; Cream 
„ of Tartar, and Tartar vitriolated, of each 
«two Drams; Syrup of Raſpberries, e- 
enough to make it into a fine Electuary. 
„Take the Quantity of a Nutmeg at four 
„ or five in the Afternoon, and at Bed- 
Time, drinking after it a Tea Spoonful of 
&« Mynſichi's Elixir of Vitriol in a large Glaſs 
« of Water, kceping the Patient very cool, 
é and giving large Draughts of cooling and 
e diluring Liquors.” 

N. B. The Doctor gives us in this as well 
as in other Caſes, the beſt Tokens to know every 
 Diſtemper by, that I bave met with, nor are 
His Preſcriptions founded without Reaſon, except 
that in ſome, I think, they are a liitle too harſh, 
Ts but 
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The F.ux SMALL Pox, or 
Voariolæ Confluentes. 


nd 


THIS Diſeaſe - was, doubtleſs, long be- 
fore the Time of Hippocrates, or the 
Divine old Man, as we call him, and yet tis 
very ſurprizing he makes no mention of it; 
nor have we any Greek Word for it. £) 

There are three Species of this Diſeaſe com- 
monly known to Phyſicians: 'The Confluent, 
Anomalous, and Diſtinct, 

I ſhall venture to ſer down a Fourth Kind, 
which I have obſerved, as different from the 
three former as they are from each other; 


| and which may. be called the Spotted Kind. 


I ſhall begin with the: moſt fatal of the 
three firſt Sorts, the Confluent Small Pox. 

This Diſtemper ſers out in the fame Man- 
ner as other Fevers do, from the Plague to 
an Ague, Intermiſſions of Heat and Cold, 
Vomitings, great Thirſt, violent Pains in 


the Head, Back, c. But the Phyſician 


may be aſſured where thoſe Lumbago's or 
Rd 4+ -* Pains 


(78) 
Pains in the Back are complained of, ler the 
Fever be of any Kind whatſoever, it certain- 
ly carries a Sting with ir, though no Man 
can ſay what Species of Fever it will be be- 
fore its firſt Criſis. 8 

Soon after the Patient is ſeized with this 
Sort of the Small Pox, the Face and Hands, 
and all Parts of the Body ſhall be very much 
_ inflamed, broad red Spots appearing; and 

the ſecond or third Day, at fartheſt, there 
ſhall begin to appear an entire Bliſter from 
Head to Foot, often attended with ſpitting 
Blood, bloody Urine, and the like. 

One would think from the new-invented 
Way of curing this Diſtemper by Bliſtering, 
(for which no good Reaſon can be given, 
nor do I remember any Authority fer it,) 
that this Diſcaſe muſt certainly bring its 
Remedy with it; for here is a Bliſter from 
Head to Foot, and conſequently this Con- 
fluent Kind of Small Pox ought to be leſs 
dangerous than the other two Sorts. But to 
our great Grief, we find this Sort to be more 
difficult to be cured, than either Peſtilential 
Fever or Plague; nor does any acute Di- 
ſeaſe come up to it for Danger, except the 
Fourth Sort of Small Pox, of which 1 ſhall 
ſpeak hereafter. ' 0 
It will be neceſſary to take Notice of the 
critical Days in this fatal Diſeaſe. There is 
little Mention made of any critical Day ny 

| e | 18 


1 

this Town but the Ninth, which is no criti- 
cal Day, nor is it poſſible any juſt reckon- 
ing can: be kept by it. 'Thus while People 
are ignorant of the Days of Danger, how 
ean Proviſion be made againſt them. f 
The critical Days we ſhall venture to ſay 
are the eighth, the eleventh, the fourteenth, 
the ſeventeenth, and the twenty-firſt, to be 
thus accounted. | 

If you are ill at ten of the Clock at Night, 
that muſt be called the firſt Day, as really it 


is incluſive. 


And 'tis thus we reckon Tertian and Quar- 
tan Agues. : 

The Reaſon why the ninth Day comes to 
be accounted critical, is from People's ree- 
koning from the Day of Eruption. : 

Now in Confluent Small Poxes, if the 
Patient begins to complain at two or three 
in the Morning, there ſhall be broad red. 
Spots appear before twelve at Night. Tis 
evident, the critical Days are much protract- 
ed by the Crudity of the Matter; which 


| always happens when it appears ſo very ſoon; 


and by this Protraction the laſt critical Day - 
comes to be the twenty-firſt. | | 


'Tis a known Maxim in Phyſick, Prime | 


= concoftionis vitium non corrigit ſecunda; and 


lo on. | 
la the Anomalous Kind, which is leſs 
crude, the fourteenth or ſeyentecnth are the 


F 


1 
laſt critic:l Days; and in the diſtinct Sort the 
clerentb. . £0 | „ $ Wb 
This Account I'll venture to (uy is a true 
one; ſo that the ninth Day has no Place 
_ amongſt the critical Days. If the Faculty 
pleaſe, it may be called one of the Dies In- 
dices. FF 47 361.518 
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ANOMATOVS SMALL Pox, or 
Variole Anomal e. 


. my Deſign is to treat of 
1 ſeveral acute Diſeaſes; yet there need 
no farther Deſcription, than that where 
Symptoms appear hg, the Fever will be 
of a more dangerous Rind; and where the 
are more remiſs, the enſuing Diſtemper will 
be of a more favourable Sort. 
This Species of Small Pox is diſtmguiſh- 
ed from the other two by its fluxing in ſome 
Parts, and being in other very diſtinct. 
- The Phyſician may be very ſerviceable 
to his Patient in this Caſe, if it be rightly 
underſtood, otherwiſe the Patient often ſut- 
fers Death. But it muſt be conſider'd, Na- 
ture is three Days forming variolous Matter, 
moſt Phyſicians are too apt to be giving heat- 
ing Medicines to throw it out; by which 
| 9 Means 
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Means the Fever is very much encreaſed, 
which brings on a great Ataxie, or; irregular 
Motion of the animal Spirits, ſo that all Di- 
geſtion of the m6rbifick Matter is obſtructed, 
contrary to a known Maxim, Cocta non cruda 
ſunt medicanda. So that nothing but Wa- 
ter- Bladders and blue Spots appear, which 
renders the Patient's: Circumſtances very de» 
plorable. | . 
It muſt be Want of Obſervation that makes 
Phyſicians ſo fearful of Bleeding in this Di- 
ſtemper after the Eruption. The good Dr. 
Hadenham goes no ſurther than Mittetur ſan- 
guts quovis die ante tertium incluſive, whict is 
but the ſecond Day after their Appearances. 
But the moſt excellent Peter Bayrus of Turin, 
who wrote about one hundred and ninety Years 
fince, goes further; and I can affirm by Ex- 
perience, and from the Succefs I have had, 
that the Patient may be blooded every, or any 
Day, to the twenty-firſt. a N 
It is impoſſible it can paſs the Obſer- 
vation of Phyficians, and People that u- 
ſually attend Women in this Species of 
Small Pox, that about the fixth or ſeventh 
Day great Floodings come, eſpecially if it 
happens in the Flower” of their Age: Now 
all this is arterial Blood, which is the Life 
and Spirit of Mankind. And this is never 
prejudicial, where no Endeavours are uſed 
to {top it. Nature will neither be forced nor 
8 E 7 driven, 
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driven, and is often very hard to be led; but 


will do Wonders when properly aſſiſted. 
Now if ſo much arterial Blood may be loſt 


without Inconvenience, how much more may 
be taken by Phlebotomy from the Veins, with 
the utmoſt Advantage to the Patient. 


| There is one Thing very material, and which 


ought principally to be regarded in this Dil- 


temper, that about the ſeventh or eighth Day 
there comes on a Ptyaliſm, which is a Saliva- 
tion, without which the Patient never lives. 
Children that have it never ſalivate, but have 


a Diarrhæa or Looſeneſs, which is much the 


ſame in Effect. Where the Phyſician ſtops it, 
he kills the Child; and how 3 poor Babes 
have loſt their Lives by this Practice, tis ter- 
rible to thin e 


Permit me to give an Inſtance of a Gentle- 
man, who was Steward to the Duke of Beau- 


fort, one Mr. Curr ; he had this Species of 


Small-pox, no Piyaliſm coming: on at the uſual 
Time, I gave him Mercury; but that not 


_ anſwering, and he lying as it were in Extremis, 


] reſolved to make a Child of him, and purge 
him to eight or ten Motions, by which he 
was ſo much relieved, that I went on in that 
Courſe every Day, till the Danger of his 
Diftemper- was over. He is now living in 
South Wales, A Gentleman of 10001. per 


Annum. ; 


( , W.. 
* ah. * 9 : This 
; * 
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This brings to my Mind a Saying of the 
great and learned Lord Verulam, Non fingen- 
dum aut excogitandum, ſed inveniendum quid 
natura faciat aut ferat. e ee 


, - 4 
* 1 * K _ 
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Disrixcr SMALL-Pox, or 
Voariolæ Diſtinctæ. 


HERE wants very little to be ſaid on 
| [ this Kind of Small-pox. I have heard 
ot ſeveral, but never had one that died in this 
Caſe : The leis is done, the better; for ha- 
ving but a few, they are never of a bad Sort; 
whereas, if you have many, they are never 
/ TT Tn OR 


— ” A 


TE p is 


SPOTTED SMALL=POX.... 


HIS Sort begins with very high Symp» 
toms, and appears with large red Spois, 
much like the Confluent Kind, with the Face 
and other Parts very much inflamed ; yet in 
twelve Hours the Patient ſhall become pere 
fect ly pale, the very Middle of thoſe red Spots 
F E S turning 


a 
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turning to a black, corney. Subſtance, hardly 
ſo big as a large Pin's Head. Ot this Sort, 
in foriy-odd Years: Practice, I have obſerved 
no more than five, all Children. I could ne- 
ver carry one to the firſt critical Day; where- 
as, in the Confluent Kind they rarely die 
before. 5 | 


„* 
% 


ut Method of Cure. 

e In this I bleed in large Quantities, keep- 

ing the Patient very cool, and conſtantly 
«plying him with cool Tankards, and ſuch 
© diluting Liquors, giving every Evening, 
about five of the Clock, in Ounce, or an 
© Ounce and an half ot Diacodium. If that 


does not procure Reſt, after three Hours 


% repeat it. I ſharpen all his Malc-Liquors 
« with Spirit of Vitriol. If it be ot the 
Flux, or Anomalous Kind, the ſeventh Day 


& I give of Mercurius Dulcis, and Cinnabar 


« of Antimony, of each half a Scruple, made 
& into a Bolus, with any Conſerve; and do 
« the like again the thirteenth Day. The 
ce tenth Day you may begin to uſe the fol- 
« lowing Cordial in (mall Quantities. ©. 


„Take Cowſlip-water, Mint-water, Black- 

© Cherry- water, of each three Ounces, Plague» 

% water, and Aqua Mirabilis, each an Ounce 
fg 8 ; b 1 * (e 


7 


£LF#S # 4 —— 


« 


lack - 
ague- 
lunce 


and 


o (%) 1 
ce and a half prepared; Pearl, a Dram» am a 
ce half FR, with fine Sugar. Vou may 
<« ſometimes take a:Glaſs of Wine, agreeable 
cc to a known Maxim in Phyſi ck : In declis 
ce natione Morbi quo magis are ge eo _ 
% Concoftionem promoves.” - 

When the laſt; — ut? Day i is oven, 1 
« bleed to about twelve Ounces, the neut 
6 Day purge with- that ſet down in the 
«« Gout, taking a Quieting Draught of Dia- 


e codium at Night when the Purging is over: | 
„ Purging-and Bleeding very well after this 


“ Diſcale, maſt upon no Account be omit» 


„„ ted; otherwiſe the Patient will break out 


c in Boik, and will have very ſore and weak 
ce Eyes for a conſiderable. Time after.” “ 
Whilſt I lived with Dr. Sydenham, I had 


myſelf the Small-pox, and fell ill on Twelfab⸗ 


Day. In the Beginning I [loſt twenty-two 
Ounces of Blood. Ham gave mea Vomit, but 
I find by Experience PFurging much better. 
I went Abroad, by his Direction, till I was 
blind, and then took to my Bed. I had no 
Fire allowed in my Room, my Windows 


were conſtantly. open, my Bed- clothes were 


ordered to be laid no higher than my Waſte. 
He made me take twelve Bottles of Small · 


beer, acidulated with Spirit of Vitriol, every 


twenty-four Hours. I had of this Anoma- 


lous Kind to a very great Wend yer never 


ow "_ Sale one Moment. 
This 


(86 ) 
- This Method will ſerve very well in the 
Confluent Sort. This you may follow in the 
Diſtinct 'Small-pox; bur in a more remiſs De- 


ce. | | 
5 Miſs Corbet had as high'a Confluent Small- 
pox as ever I ſaw, making bloody Water, 
and the worſt: Symptoms attending her. Dr. 
Mead, and: another Phyſician, left her, ſay- 
ing, She could not live ſix Hours. I was 
called to her; I defired ſhe might inſtantly 
be blooded. The Right Honourable the 
Lady Hoetham, her Mother, ſent for a Sur- 
goon, who refuſed to do it, telling my La- 
dy, that Dr. Mead ſaid, That if ſhe was 

blooded, ſhe would die inſtantly. I told the 
Lady, That Colours were all the ſame to ibe 
Blind; I had a black Man that blooded very 
well, and ſent for him, who performed the 
Operation: She loſt a vaſt Quantity of Blood. 
Miſs Corbet declared afterwards, That upon 
Bleeding ſhe found her Spirits -revived, and, as 
it were, a new Life commg on; and ſo it 
pleaſed God ſhe recovered. FL 
But there is lately a new Species of the 
Small-pox, called the Honey-comb Small Pox, 
never known before. The Uſe of Bliſters in 
this Diſeaſe robs. the Puſtles of the Matter 
contained in them, and then the Puſtles, by 
ſubſiding, ſomething reſemble an Honey-comb. 
But if Doctors will create new Diſeaſes, tis 
fit they ſhould give them new Names. 
L | N. B. 
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the N. B. Vbat the Doctor obſerves with re. 
De- Jgard to the ſeveral Sorts of Small. pox, is en- 
ceeding good, and in particular I remember Miſs 
mall? Corbet's Caſe,” which was accounted very deſ- 
ater, perate, but was perfectly cured by Dr. Dover; 
Dr. but it was of ſuch a Nature, that ber Skin 
fay- ¶ was very. much pitted. a 2 
Was | ; 
antly — — — tne mn 
the | 1 3 * 
8 MEAsLks, or Morbilli. _ 
> was Kt 2 : 
the HIS is a Diſeaſe chiefly incident to- 
o the. Youth ; the Puſtles never riſing above 
very the Superficies of the Skin, unleſs forced by 
the too heating Medicines, and too het a Regi- 
lood. men. It is attended with a ſhort Cough, and 
upon generally terminates the fourth or fifth Day, 
d, as carrying with it little or no Danger, if the 
ſo it Phyſician be not over-buſy with his Cordials 
ee and forcing. Medicines, which only enereaſe 
the the Fever, and by that Means often endanger 
Pox, ; the Patient. th ] $9041 ry BE 
TS in 1 do not remember I ever heard of any _ 
latrer one's dying of this Diſeaſe, till about twenty- 
„ by five Years ſince; but of late, by the Help of 
comb. Gaſcoin's Powder, and Bezoartic Boluſſes, 
„ tis together with Bliſters, and a hot Regimen, ' 


ITY | (which, if experienced on a healtby Perſon, 
NJ. B. | would 


(%) 
would endanger his Life) the Blood is fo 
highly: inflamed, and the Fever enercaſed/to 
that Degree, that it is become equally. mortal 
with the Small-pox. 

There is nothing farther required in the 
Cure of this Diſeaſe, than to give a little 
Diacodium at Night, allowing a ſufficient 
Quantity of cooling and diluting. Liquors. 


Note, I have frequently. found the Doctor's 
Method to be right in the Cure of this Diſſem- 


per; but the Patient, on Recovery, muſt Hurge 
two or three Times. 


xprer Peri or Febris 
Scarletina. 


*HIS is a Fever of a milder Kind than 
the Meaſles, and does not want the 
Aſlictance of a Doctor. The Skin ſeems to 
be univerſally inflamed, but the Inflammation 

goes off in forty-eight Hours. 
Pere is alſo another Sort of Fever; with: 
Eruption too inconſiderable to make another 
Chapter. This Diſtemper, called by ſome 
the Swine · pox, by others the Chicken- pox. 
enen nothing more neceſſary * ght 
evers 


Fevers with . 1 to purge 11 
after them. 
* the ſame Method as in the Mealles. 


— 


PS 2 — 
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ſipelatoſa. 


H1S Fever, when in the Face, is called 
St. Anthony's Fire; when in the Body. 
imbs, Ery ſipelas. 

It appears with a ver Neat Inflammation, 
where it begins with vaſt Numbers of Water- 
Bladders, and is. very apt to turn to a Mor- 
tification, as it oſten does, inſomuch that the 
Patient loſes his Life. But by proper Reme- 
5 it is very eaſily cured, and in a few 

ays. 

This inflammatory Fever is curable by bigh 


or 


Bleeding, and frequent. Preys g. The beſt 


topical Remedy is Venice-Freacle, which 
. events Mortification, and ſoon deſtroys the 
uſtles, or Water - bladder. . 


Note, The Doftor's Method of Cure in. this, 


is. certainly very 1 25 as od Hove Nn * : 


1 


| W 


ExvstesLAs, or Febris Ery« 
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PERIPNEUMANIE, or Perip- 


Hs comes on, as all other Species of 
| Fevers do. 
"Tis known by a violent, acute, and poig- 
nant Pain all round the Breaſt and Sides. In 
ſhort, a general Inflammation of that. moſt 
ſenſible Membrane, the Pleura, accompanied 
with a great Difficulty of Breathing, ſhort 
Cough, Languor of Spirits, and kills in a 
very few Hours, without profuſe Bleeding. 
This Diſtemper is incident to all Ages and 
Sexes, but generally ſeizes adult Perſons. 
The principal Thing required in the Cure 
of this Diſeaſe, is Bleeding, which muſt be 
followed till alk the poignant or ſhooting. 
Eains are entirely removed. 


Method of Cure. 


2 a> 


% Take Oil of Lilies, Oil of Sweer: Alk 
“ monds, Ointment of Althea, of each equal 
& Quantities; rub it into the Parts affected 
very well, Morning and Night, putting u 
< 'Sheer. of brown Paper over it. 


„ Take. 
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« Take of Melon, Pompion, Gourd-ſced, 


of each halt an Ounce, white Poppy-leeds. 
« three Drams, ten Jordan Almonds blanch'd; 
« bruiſe theſe in a Marble Mortar, pouring 
« on by little and little a Pint and half of 
« Barley-water. Add a little Sugar, and 
« make an Emulſion. Let the Patient drink 
<« plenrifully of this. Take Oil of Sweet Al- 
e monds two Ounces, of Syrup of Violets, 
% and Syrup of Venus Maiden-hair, of each 
„ one Ounce, Sugar-candy half an Ounce, 
„ making it as ſharp with Spirit of Vitriol, 
„“as a Seville Orange would do, and make a 
« Lambative z take of it often in a Day from 
« a Liquoriſh Stick.” _ DE. 


danger of a Conſumption. 0 a 


PLEURISY, or Pleuritis. 


I may be ſaid to be the Half of a 
Peripneumonie, affecting one Side only 
ſome will have it, that it falls only on the 
Left Side, but it often comes on kh Right 
too. "Tis an high inflammatory Fever, ac» 
companied wirh violent, acute, and prickin 

Pains, with « ſhort Cough attending it, with 
which, after a little Time, it the Phyſician 
be not ready in bleeding it off, the Patient 
{pits a bloody and purulent Matter, and is in 


The 


* 
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The Cure is the ſame as in the foregoing 
Chapter. I-never knew any one die of this 
Diicaſe, but for Want of Bleeding. 


Jeu" "TS OILY 1 3 
_— 


 Quixser, or Angina. 


T HIS is one of the moſt violent and acute 
= PFevers that can befal us. The Learned 
make not three Species, bur rather three De- 
grees of it, viz. Cynanche, Synanche, and 
araſynanche. This inflames the Tonſils or 
Glands about the Throat, as alſo the Muſcles 
of che Wind- pipe and Gullet, ſo that ſwallaw- 
ing any Thing is totally obſtructed. This 
Diſeaſe yields to nothing but high Bleeding. 
2 have died in eight Hours after the firſt 
izure. 13 


Method of Cure. 3 
& This Diſeaſe requires as high Blecding 
as any; you mult likewiſe open both Veins 
„ under the Tongue. Take Plantane- water, 
« Red Roſe- water, and Frog's-Spawn- water, 
&« of each three Ounces, the Whites of three 
Eggs beaten to a Water, Syrup of Mul- 
“ berries two Ounces, gargle your Fhroat 

„often with theſe. Another Gargariſm, 


\ though 


5 0 

though this be a very good one, I much 
prefer: Take Spring-water one Pint, 
& Mercury Sublimate half a Dram, Cream 
of Tartar two Drams: Levigate thele very 
* fine, then filtre it off for your Uſe. Pur- 
ging is very requiſitc.” 


N. B. This Method has cured great Numbers 
of People where it has been timely adminiſtred. 


* 


— 


RHEUMATISM, or Rheuma- 
tiſmus. 
"HIS is likewiſe a high inflammatory 
Fever; the Blood does not appear more 
pleuritical or ſizey in any Diſtemper than in 
this. 5 1 | 
This for the moſt Part cauſes great Pains 
in the Joints; nor are the Muſcles free. It 
it fixes in any Part three or four Days, it often 
cauſes ſmall Tumours without Inflammation, 
which, as the Pains paſs to other Parts, ſoon 
diſappear; for they are never long fixed on 
any Part; from whence it takes the Name 
of Arthritis Vaga, or Wandring Gout. 
In the Day-time theſe Pains are very to- 
lerable, but when the Patient is warm in Bed, 
very acute and torturing. 
| Bleed- 


(94) 
Bleeding in this Caſe is no Remedy 1 
mylelf having known very many loſe an Hun- 
dred Ounces of Blood, and more, without 
the leaſt Relief. The Cure is much eaſier 
ee a without that Operation, as has 
een often experienced by ſeveral eminent 
Phyſicians. | 


Method of Cure. 


„ Take Turbith Mineral eight Grains, Con- 
&« ſerve of Flipps one Dram ; make it into 
% an Electuay. Take it ahout four a Clock 
„ in the Afternoon; between every Motion 
. drink Poſſet-drink. At Bed- time take an 
„ Ounce, or an Ounce and half of Diaco- 
% dium; drink plentifully of the Emulſion 
6 preſcribed in the Peripneumanie, The 
te next Night rake of the Sweat as preſcribed 
« in the Gour. Immerli m in cold Water 
is a Remedy of ſingular Uſe, as is evident 
from many Hundreds that have been cured 
« by cold Bathing, 
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Adu, or Febris Intermittens. 


HAVE obſerved, That a Conſumption 
was an inflammatory Diſeaſe, ranged a- 
mong the Cronicks: An Ague is a nervous 
Diſtemper, placed amongſt the Acute. 

This Species of Fever does not proceed 
from an inflamed Maſs of Blood, as all other 
Fevers do, but from an Ataxie, or violent 


Motion of the animal Spirits, which cauſes 


as great a Degree of Heat, as if the Blood 


were in the moſt exalted Fermentation. All : 
Heat being nothing elſe but the Effect of 


Motion. . jt 
Phyficians have been very much at a Lofs 


to find out the Cauſe and Scat of this Diſ- 
caſe, it being, as was obſerved before, a ner- 


vous Fever. It muſt proceed from the Brain; 
otherwiſe, how is it poſſible it ſhould keep 
its ſtated Periods, ſo as to come at the fame 
Hour every Day, every third, and every fourth 


Day, as it certainly does, reckoning the Days 


incluſive. Whercas in an inflamed Maſs of 
Blood, rhe Fever always continues till the 


Inflammation is wholly taken off, and then 


the Fever ceaſes, without any Return. 
| Farther- 
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Farthertnore, we ſay, Ex juvantibus & læ- 
dentibus ſumitur indicatio. - Bleeding, 'tis plain 
from every one's Experience, is highly pre- 
judicial in this Caſe. The Remedy ro which 
this Diſtemper yields, is the Bark, which 45 
the belt Medicine in nervous Caſes known to 


Mankind. Yet the giving ſuch large Quan- 
tities of the groſs Part, has often done very 


great Prejudice to the Patient. 

The Virtue of this Vegetable conſiſts in 
a reſinous Quality; which, if ſeparated from 
the earthy Part, will prove a Remedy in- 


deced. 


It may be wondered with what Diſhcul- 
ty the Ule of the Bark was firſt introduced, 
and that it ſhould almoſt be laok'd: upon at 
preſent as a Panacza is, equally ſurprizing, 
inſomuch that now there is more Harm done 
by it, than ir formerly did Good. The Doc- 
tor watching diligently for an Intermiſſion; 


whereas there's great Difference between 


Intermiſſion and Remiſſion; for as all Fe- 
vers have their Times of Exacerbation, ſo 
neceſſarily they muſt have Times of Remiſ- 
ſion, but none of Intermiſſion; becauſe then 
the Patient muſt be perfectly well and free, 
as in an intermitting Fever. Too many pay 
dear ſor this Miſtake. aps * 

Doctor Morton, eſteemed a good Phyſi- 
Clan, was a great Admirer of this Medicine, 


| Informuch e he gatiic in-almoſl-oll Caley i 
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I never obſerved it to do any Good, but in 
nervous Complaints. Phyſicians and Apo- 
thecaries are little acquainted with the Na- 
ture of it. In Peru they call it Caſcarilla. It 
may be doubted if one hundred Weight of it 
be uſed in a whole Year throughout that 
Kingdom, which is more than twenty Times 
as large as Great- Britain. * | 
« Take two Ounces of fine Bark groſly 
« powdered 3 infuſe it cold in a Quart of 


„ Red Port for twenty-four Hours; then 


ce filtre it off as you uſe it, taking fix Spoon- 
ce fuls every third or fourth Hour, beginning 
&« juſt when the Fit is off, till you have ta- 
& ken the whole Quart. Thus repeat it four 
« Times, and it will not return. This muſt 
« be obſerved, If it purges, it will do no 
& Service. In this Cafe put two or three 
«© Drops of Liquid Laudanum into each Doſe, 
<« till the Purging is ſtopp'd”. Ky. 


N. B. I have approved this Method to be as 


good as the taking the Bark in the Powder, 
and is much more pleaſant to the Patient. 


* The Seeds of this Plant are ſhaped like thoſe of 
the Kidney Beans, I received ſome of them two 
Years ſince from Peru; they were broad and flat, but 
were fo dry, that I could not make them grow, I 


judge from the Figure of the Sceds that the Tres 
is a kind of Accacin. | : 


Fever 
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4 FE VERA on the SPIRITS. 


T T may be juſtly ſaid, All Fevers are on 
the Spirits and no where elſe. Tis wiſe- 
ly obſerved this Fever does not appear; to 
which may be readily anſwered, De non ex- 
iftentibus & de non apparentibus eadem ef 
ratio. | 
This naturally leads me to take Notice of 
the Fluids of human Bodies, and I ſhall leave 
it to the Opinion of the Reader, in which of 
them a Fever begins or continues. 
Nov the Fluids conſiſt of animal, mineral, 
and vegitable Beings, Alkali's, and Acids, 
which may be thus accounted, Spirit, Sul- 
phur, Salt, Earth, and Water ; there is no 
eſcription ro be given of the firſt of theſe, 
. unleſs a negative one, the two ſecond are 
Minerals, the other two the joint Cauſe of 
Vegetation. | 
Let the Reader conſider, if a due Mixture 
of the four laſt are capable of begetting ſuch a 
Heat in human Bodies, as to cauſe a Fever 
without the Intervention of the Spirits, from 
| whence it may reaſonably be concluded, all 
" Fevers proceed. ks 1 
This i, cured as in the foregoing Chapter. 
3 Dis- 


DiskAsks of the SToMacn, 
de Ventriculi affectibus. 
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2 LMOST all Diſtempers proceed 


from a Vice in this Bowel; and it as 


rarely fails to have its Share in moſt Diſor- 


ders liable to human Bodies; as great Sick- 


neſs, Pains, Convulſions, which are the uſual 
Complaints the Patient makes when this Part 
is affected. This ſeems principally to be 

cauſed from Indigeſtion; ſo that the crude 
Chyle mixing with the other Fluids, ſoon 
brings on Putrefaction; for if the firſt Di- 


geſtion be not good, the ſecond never cor- 


rects the Vice ot the firſt; as we ſay, Pri- 
me concoftionis vitium non corrigit ſecunda, 
and ſo on; ſo that any Diſtemper we are lia- 


üble to, may, and for the moſt part does pto- 


ceed from Indigeſtion. nt 
Vomiting, in the forementioned Diſorders, 


if exploded, would prove beneficial. to the 


Patient; it being contrary to the Rules of 


Nature, which has provided, that what is 


received at the Mouth, ſhould pal to the 
common Draught: So that Purging ſeems 
more reaſonable, becauſe by that, the Inte(- 
tines, as Well as the Stomach, are freed fag 

| their 
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their Filth and Impurities, which Vomits do 
not ſo effectually carry off, > 


There is farther this Diſadvantage... that 


the Fibres of the Stomach are drawn from their 
true Periſtaltick, to a contrary Motion, which 
is too great a Strain for thoſe fine Veſſels, b 
which Means they become lax, and are muc 
weakned; ſo that the Tone of the Stomach, 
dy roo frequent Repetition of this Practice, 
is wholly loſt. 
1 ſhall forbear to mention the many In- 
\ Nances that may be given of thoſe that have 
loſt their Lives under the Operation of Vo- 
mits. ry 
*Tis confeſs'd, the Doctor many Times 
gives Satisfaction to the Patient, by ſhewing 
the ſlimy Matter that is brought off the Sto- 
mach, upon the Points of Feathers; where- 
as that Matter is neceſſary to promote Di- 
geſtion. Let it be conſidered, for what End 
were thoſe little Cells formed in the Cruſta 
Villoſa, ſurely not to be kept empty, neither 
to be filled with what's of no Dle or Bene- 
fit to Mankind. : 
Take Salt of Wormwood two Drams 
juice of Lemon fix Ounces take a Spoon- 
“ tul of this every Hour: Or take of Spring 
„ Water half a Pint, Myn/ichi's Elixir of 
. Vijrriol a large Tea-ſpoonful : Take this 
& in the Morning, at Five'in the Afternoon, 
and at Bcd-Time: Or take Mynfiht's 
# vi ob 4 0 | | | *. 4 5 Tinc- 


* 


0 * 


e 


( 
1 4 Tin&ture of Steel, Elixir Proprietatis, equal 
uantiries 3. take this in Water, as before, 


83 25 double the Quantity. Crude Mercury, 


cc taking an Ounce every Day, exceeds all, 
« taken in any Vehicle. 


N. B. By Experience every one of theſe Methods. 
preſcribed by the Doctor, I bave found to 
Anſwer the End be propoſes 


* 
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DiskAs Es of the IN TES 


TINES, de affectibus In- a 


— 


HESE ſhall be placed in one Chaps 

ter, by Realon of the Nearneſs of their 
Relation to each other. 

The Duodenum, is a Gut ſo called, fray 


its Menſuration, being almoſt twelve Inches ; 


in Length. 
The Jejunum is fo terne bees tis 
rare to find any Excrement in it. 
Authors have ſeldom taken Notice of any 
Diſtemper incident to theſe: two Bowels. 


b 
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The third is the Ileon, 4 eircumferends | 


In this Inteſtine is ſeared the moſt painful 


and dangerous Diſeaſe, called the Iliac Paſ- 


ſion; and by ſome, the Miſerere mei, from 


#us loquor. 
It begins with Vomiting, with a great 


laft the Patient vomits up his Excrements, 
or any Cliſter given; and then it is incurable. 


This does not proceed, as ſome People will 


have it, from a Twiſt in the Inteſtine, by 
Reaſon of the Miſentery adhering to it, but 
it is cauſed from an Inverſion of the peri- 
ſtaltick or vermicular Motion, which natu- 
rally moves downwards. Now, this being 
| turned upwards, the Excrement being car- 
tried before it, preſſes on the Valves of the 
+ ZInteftines, which, together with its bein Ng 
=  contrafted within itſelf, gives that miſerab 
A and intolerable Pain. 

The next of the Inteſtines, is called the 
Cœcum or Blind Gut. This hangs more 
like a Soldiers Knapſack, from the other In- 


ſame Way: I don't know that it is liable to 
any Diſtemper. 


After this, comes the Colon, ab impedi= 
® endo; becauſe it hinders the Excrement from 


L 


4, 
* 
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the acute Pains it gives the Patient. 2 


Pain about the Navel ; which encreaſing, at 


reſtines ; the Excrement paſſes in and out the 


paſſing too quick: 9 this » 


„ 


Disk AsEs of the INTESTINES. 
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of the Excrement, we ſhould be always ſub- 
ject to Diarrhæa's or Looſeneſſes. 

The Diſeaſe, ineident to this Inteſtine, is 
called Cholera Morbus, the Cholick. 

Of this, there are two Kinds: Either Bi- 
leous, or Hiſterical; or when in Men, Hy- 
pochondriacal. As their Cauſes are widely dif- 
ferent, ſo are the Methods of Cure. 

The Rectum, or ſtreight Gut, in great 


MWceakneſſes, is apt to fall down, which we 


call Procidentia Ani, and is known to every 
one that has it; and therefore needs no De- 
ſcription, pes, "Sie a] 
The Sphinctre-Muſcle is very ſubje&t to. -- 
the Hæmorrhoides or Piles, both within ang 
without, which many Times cauſe F iſtula | 4 


a 
CI 
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The Fhac Paſſion.” 
Me O U. need go no further for the Cl ; 1 3 


of this fatal Diſeaſe, than to take a 
Pound, or a Pound and half of Crude Mer- 


cufy. W 
N. B. This is an approved Remedy. 
F4 + ” 8 
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The CRoLITex. 


1. O R the firſt of theſe, taxe Rheubarb, 


* Cream of Tartar, Liquoriſn, Cori- 
ander- Seeds, powder all theſe very fine 
« take half a Dram Night and Morning in 
« a Glaſs of Wine: Or take Black-Cherry- 
« Water, Mint-W ater, of each two Ounces, 
« ftrong Cinnamon- Water, Liquid Laudanum 
twenty Drops; take this at Night going 
« to Bed; or take the Salt of Wormwood, 
« as preſcribed in Diſeaſes of the Stomach, 
« for the other”. 

N. B. By Experience, this produces @ certain 
Cure in the moſt racking Pains. | 


* 


* 


— 


The Streight Gur. 


A. 


* 
— 


s often infeſted with little white flat 
Worms, called Aſcarides; which are de- 


Aroyed by the following Clyſter : Boil Quick- 


Rlver in Water in an Earthern Pot for two 
Hours ; give it by way of Clyfter. . 
TH] W The 
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The Caſe of Miſs Corbett was ſo very re- 


markable, that it made a very great Naile 


all over the Town, inſomuch that the Gen- 
tlemen of the Faculty ſeemed to be much 
alarmed. The Right Honourable the Lady 
Louiſa Berkeley being left off by other Phy- 
ſicians; and the Right Honourable the Lady 
Rachel Mannors, being likewiſe left off by 
her Phyſicians ; it was agreed on all Hands, 
that I kept them alive ſeveral Days longer 


than was expected by any Perſon about 


them. The Lord Irwin died of the Small- 
Pox, near the ſame Time; as did the Duke 
of Rutland, and Mr. Manſel of a great Welſlr , 
Family. Great Endeavours were uſed to ſad- 
dle me with the Death of theſe three Gentle- 
men: It was given out by the Apothecaries, 
that I had killed all three of them, by intro- 
ducing a new Method of Practice: Where- 
as, to the beſt of my Knowledge, I never 
ſaw the Face of either of them. „ 

I never affronted any Apothecary, unleſs 
ordering too little Phyſick, and curing a Pa- 
tient too ſoon, is, in their Way of 'Fhjnking, 
an unpardonable Crime. I mutt. confeſs, I 
could never bring an Apothecary's Bill. ro 
three Pounds, in a Fever: Whetcas I have 
known ſome of their Bills, in this Diſeaſe, 
amount to forty, fiſty, and ſixty Pounds. 1t 
they can't cure with leſs Charges, J can't for- 
bear ſaying, That J have the fame Opinion 
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of their Integrity, as I have of their Under- 


ſtanding. 

Since theſe Gentlemen have been pleaſed. 
ro take ſuch Liberties with my Character, I 
think I tare an equal Right, or that at leaſt 


1 be pardonable in me, if I endeavour 
* 


ay open ſome of their Irregularities to the 
World. When I have attended ſome of my 
Patients, they have very often given it as a 
Reaſon for not feeing me, That I do not 
preſcribe every Time that I viſit them; and 
have likewiſe told me, That they learned 
this Doctrine from the Apothecary, That tis 
your Writing Phyſician only, who has a Title 
70 a Fee. | muſt own, at firſt Sight, this 
carries a very good Face with it, and muſt 
naturally create in Patients a great Opimon of 
the Apotheęary, who ſeems, in this Reſpect, 
to act merely out of Regard to their Wel- 
fare, ard not from any View to the Doc- 
tor's Intereſt, or his own. But to me, it ap- 
pears very plainly a Deceit, however plau- 
fible to others; and, to make it clear to you, 
only conſider, that if the Phyfician writes, 
it -rauſt be ten or twelve Shillings at leaſt in 
the Apothecary's Way; and for my Part, I 
don't look upon this to be at all beiter than 
p cking one Man's Pocket, to put Money into 
another's. | 


Now, 
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Now, I appeal to each unprejudiced Rea- 


= 
der, Whether, if a Phyſician muſt be com- 

d eiled to vary his Preſcriptions, when there 

F is no Occaſion for it, he is not conſequently 

(& left under the greateſt Uncertainty/ and un- 

Ir capable of judging what may, or may not be 

Ty of Benefit to his Patient? 30 that if ſuch a 

y Practice does not prove fatal the Patient, 

a 8 at leaſt a very great Hizard of his 

J. AIC, 7 : | Y 
d 'Tis my Opinion, the leſs Apothecaries- 1 
d Gains are, the better the Patients may af- 4 
is ford to fee their Doctor. I know very well, I Eo 
le am no ſooner called to a Patient, but it is re- : 

i8 orted immediately he is dead, and I have 

& illed him; as in the Caſe of Sir John Blunt, 

17 very lately, who was ſtruck with the Dead 

A Palley : However, in four Days, his Senles- 

155 were perfectly reſtored to him; and in twelve 

— Days, he had the ſame Motion, Life, and 

3 Senſation, on that Side which was ſtruck, as 

bs on the Side that was not affected. 4 
„ If by what I have ſaid, I have diſobliged L 
„ all the Apothecaries in the Kingdom, I have I 


h not many more Enemies amongſt them, than 
I I had before, If it ſhould be asked now. 
by What was the original Grounds of their Dif- 
4 like to me, I can give no other Reaſon, than 
my being always inviolably attached to the 
Intereſt and Welfare of my Patient, and en- 

| 8 tirely⸗/ 


n 
8 


( 108 ) 


tirely regardleſs of theſe Gentlemens unwar- | 


rantable Gains. 


If after all that Fas been ſaid, I am ſtill to 


be. recommended by A pothecaries, and mutt 
depend entirely upon their good Word, I 
can aſſure the World, I ſhall ſoan retire , 
where-none, except the Poor, will have any 
Afſiſtance from me. 

I am very ſenfible, my Method in curing 
Fevers, is. much cxploded, becauſe I act quite 
contrary to the common Practice. I hap- 
pened to hve in Gloceſterſbire, in the Years 
1728 and 1729; when a very fatal Epide- 
mical Fever raged to fuch a Degree, as to 
fweep off whole Families, nay, almoſt whole 
Villages. I was called to ſeveral Houles, 
where eight or nine Perſons were down at 
a Time; and yet did not fomnch as loſe one 
Patient where I was concerned. I defy the 
Malice of my moſt implacable Enemies to 
make it appear, that in my ten Years laſt 
Practice J have Joſt twelve Patients in all 
Kinds of Fevers put together. 


The Caſe of John-Dineley Goodeere, Eſq. 


of Charlton in Worceſterſbire, near Eveſham, 
was very remarkable: Some Years ago, 
when he. was in London, he was feized with 
a violent Feyer: He was unwilling that 
Sir Edward Googeert, his Father, who was in 
Town at the fame Time, ſhould know any 
Thing of it; ſo that he was, as it were, in 


Extre- 
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E 
Extremis before his Father was aequairted 
with it. He ordered me immediately to be 
called to his Son; whole Eyes where ſer in 
his Head, his Jaw fallen, his Tongue directly 
black and hard, his Face as black as an Indian, 
with round Drops upon it as big as Peaſe or 
Pulſe. The Apothecary being preſent, I ask- 
ed him if he blooded. He told me, Ves; and 
accordingly : got every Thing in order for it. 
I bid him take Care to make a large Orifice, 
which he did. Heasked me how much Blood 
he muſt rake away? I an{wered I could nor tell. 
He ſaid he had taken off twelve Ounces. I 
ſaid, Let the Patient bleed on, The Apothe- 
cary now told me he had drawn twenty 
Ounces. Then I diſcerned fomerhing of a 
Pulſe coming on in my Patient. In the 
Concluſion, he bled to forty-cight or fifty 
Ounces. The Sweat went off, and his Face 
came to its Colour. Whilſt he was bleeding, 
] got a cool Tankard of Rheniſh Wine, 
Water, and Lemon, which held near three 
Quarts: I raiſed him upon his Pillow, and 
gave him about a Pint-Glaſsful ; ard imme- 
diately after he began to move his Eyes, and 
cloſe his Jaws. In a very ſhort Time after, 
I gave him a couple of Glafles more. He 
then fixed his Eyes hard upon me, pur hig 
Hand out to me, and nid, H it you, my dear 
Friend? asked him, I be could drink. He 
anſwered, The Ocean. I made thoſe about 
dim 


him rub his Head with dry Clothes, and 


his Horſes, without a Cap, having nothing 


Way of Practice. But then, they who con- 


have loſt by ſuch Methods. 
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then asked how he found himſelf? He an- 
ſwered, In a ſtrange confuſed Condition. In 
one Hour, er thereabouts, he flung. the 
Clothes off the Bed, pur his Feet in his Slip- 
pers, called for his Night-Gown, walked to 
the other Side of the Room, ſet himſelf down 
in a two-armed Chair. Now, my dear Friend, 
(ſays he,) we will have one Flask of Claret | 
together. I told him, I would drink a Flask | 
of Claret ; but that he mult ſtick to his Cool 
Tankard. | * 

Tbe next Morning, when I came to wait 
on him, he was down in the Stable amongſt 


on but his Night-Gown and Slippers. IL. 
asked him, How be did? He ſaid, Never 
better in all bis Life. This was in the Month 
of March. Now, this is termed a deſperate 


demn it, ſhould give an Inſtance of any one I 


There is nothing more certain, than that 
the whole Animal Creation fis liable to di- 
vers Kinds of Diſeaſes; and it is as certain, 
that the Almighty Goodneſs has afforded 
Animals ſuch Appetitions of Nature, or In- 
ſtin&, that we daily ſee they have Recourſe 
to ſuch Remedies, whereby they recover their 
Health. Birds reſort to their ſeveral Sorts 
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of Caſtings, when their Stomachs are de- 
praved in Fevers, to Cold-· Bathing; or when 
they have gorged themſelves with too much 
Food, then to their Weatherings on the Tops 

of high Frees. Let but a Lady's Lap-Dog; 
go out in the Fields, he ſhall ſearch every 

where to find out the Gramen Caninum, or 
Dogs-Graſs 5 of which he ſhall eat, till he 
both Vomits and purges. As for the Reptilia, 
thoſe ſmall Animals, there is no doubt to be 
made, but they have alſo their Remedies. 
Now, by our Treatment of the ſeveral Diſ- 
eiſes incident to us, it ſeems as if Providence 
had exempted us from this great Benefit af- 
forded to the ſubordinate Creatures. If we 
have a Fever, we muſt be kept cloſe, and 
ply'd with the moſt heating Remedies z be 
deny'd cooling and diluting Liquors, and e- 
very Thing elſe that we call for with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs. This is contradicting 
the Rules of Nature, and moſt certainly 
wrong. Right Reaſon, and the Rules of Na- 
ture, will eternally rally. ? 

I am credibly informed, The moſt learned 
and ingenious Doctor Boerhaave, in all Fevers 
bleeds plentifully, gives Air to his Patients 
immediately, tears off all Bliſters, and indul- 
ges the ſick Perſon with all manner of cooling 


and diluting Liquors. 


The 
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The Remedies that have been preſcribed 
for the ſeveral Diſtempers mentioned in this 
Treatiſe, may, with God's Bleſſing upon 
them, be depended on as very efficacious 
in the Cure of each particular Diſeaſe ; un- 


leſs a Perſon has a Complication of Diſtem- 


pers upon him at once. But I muſt give the 
Reader one Caution, That there is a great 
Difference in the ſeveral Conſtitutions of 
Mankind; and therefore it muſt be left to e- 
very Man's Diſcretion, as to the Quantity he 
is to take of each of theſe Medicines. | 

I have gone through moſt of the Diſ- 
tempers common to the Climate we live in; 
and have ſhewn, at the ſame Time, whar is the 
molt likely Method of curing them and hope, 
that as to the Plainneſs of my Style, and ma- 
king the Deſcriptions intelligible, I have been 
as good as my Promiſe made in the Beginning 
of this Treatiſe. Ne 

I do not ſeek for Applauſe from this Per- 
formance, eſpecially from the Gentlemen of 
the Faculty, being ſenſible how many great 
and powerful Enemies I have amongſt them. 
W ho, as they have. done all they could hi- 
therto to diſcredit my Practice, ſo probably 
will take Occaſion from the Publication of 
theſe Sheets, to improve their Inve&ives and 
Reſentments againſt me. But as Cuſtom bas 
made ill Uſage familiar to me, F think I am 
prepared for any future Calumny. In the 
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mean Time I would caution unwary People 
againſt one Thing; which is, not to miſtake 
every Graduate for a Phyſician, nor a Clan 
of prejudiced Gentlemen for Oracles. Ex- 
perience is all in all; and J will venture to 
ſay ſome Experience has fallen to my Share, 
having ſought it in other Places beſides the 
Shops of Apothecaries, or the Colleges of Phy- 
ici 6” wo 
From all the Doctor has laid down in this 
Treatiſe, it. appears that he perfectly un- 
derſtood the Diſtempers he treats of; and 
where any of his, Preſcriptions may appear 
a little haiſh, it is to be ſuppoſed as he de- 
clares, that the Doſes, or the Practice muſt 
be leſſened to thoſe People who have tender 
Conſtitutions: On the whole, I eſteem the 


Work to be founded on as good Principles 
as any of the Kind yet publiſhed. 
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POST SCRIPT. 


AVIN G omitted the following Let- 
ter from Anthony Balam, Eſq; in 


: a Great-Ruſſel-Stireet , which I deligned to 
2 have inſerted when I was ſpeaking of Qui 
F Aver, I ſhall give it my Readers in this 
1 Place. : . 
. 35 0 
if 25 5 35 : « 
= London, 15 April, 173% Ml © 
of | ; . | « 
FT cc 
. | 7 
« 9 U have always undoubtedly great 7 
* Satisfaction in hearing Succels at- 
4 rends your Advice, eſpecially in obſtinate 4 
&- Chronic Caſes, which have long baffled MI .. 
the Power of Phyſick. 00 
I therefore think my ſelf indiſpenſably 4 

obliged to give you that Pleaſure, ſo much 
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„ your Due, in reciting the Effects of your 
Pieeffß . 7 Pe 5 
% You will, I am ſure; excuſe me ſtom 


« the difficult Attempt of explaining my 
« Caſe ; Which, were I able ro execute, 


2 « would be needleſs to you, Who are ſo well 


®. W< acquainted with it. Ler it therefore ſuf- 
wh ch to ſay, That my Aſthma. has been. 
« from my Infancy, and at different Times 
t.“ has afflicted me under af the various Shapes 
in “ that Diſtemper exhibits in all the Patiehts 
to I ever yet converſed with, and that 1 
Eg © never found any very ſenſible Relief from 
his « Phyſick. Some Time in December laſt 
was Twelve-Months you adviſed me to 
« take Quickſilver; I happily reſolved to fol- 
“low this Advice, and immediately found 
2. great Relief. Other Diſorders, after ſome 
Time uſing it, intervening, occaſioned 
ſome Interruptions in my Courſe z and 
« from June till October, being in the Coun-- 
at try, I quite forbore the Uſe of it; but at 
« that Time I again began taking it an. 
re Ounce per Day, and hath hitherto conti- 
ed vued it with very few Intermiſſions: The 
* Conſequence of which is, that from the firſt 
© Time of taking it, to this Inſtant, I ne- 
ly „ver had any violent Fit; and during all 
-þ the laſt Winter 1 have not been confined 
4 Pip 1 | 
ur otherwiſe than through Precaution, to a-- 
we Avoid 
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1 e, void the Inclemencies of very bad Weather, © 
þ « or upon flight Attacks, when Reſt is al- 
« ways preferable to any the leaſt Motion. WW © 
' « My Complaints, though very greatly di-“ 
= . « miniſhed, I cannot ſay are abſolutely remo - 
% ved; I have had frequent Symptoms threat- Wl ** 
e ening me, and eſpecially this Spring; the 
“ Varmbleneſs of the Weather being always © 
« a great Enemy to me. But happy in a 
% high Degree is my preſent Condition, ©* 
„% when compared with my former. To you 
&« J am indebted for this Happineſs ; and I MW © 
& ſhall be always ready to make ſuch Acknow- 
% ledgments of it, as the moſt grateful Senſe 
& can inſpire. hs. cc 
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1 7 &« If you think my Name may do any Ser- 
_ c vice in encouraging other Sufferers to try 
_— & a Remedy, which, by my Experience in 
Wy. c a long Uſe, proves not only very innocent 
of the Charge of bringing on other bad 
of « Conſequences, but likewiſe the ſole efficaci- 
« ous one in this lamentable Diſorder, you are 
“ very welcome to make ſuch Uſe of it as 
you may think proper. | 


ov 


* 


& IT have the Liberty to mention another 
« Gentleman's Name, who, through my 
* « Means, and by Encouragement from me, 
WE © has reaped a much greater Advantage 

15 “from your Advice chan myſelf. Mr. More, 
i SDJ | c who 
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. it 
er, MW < who lives at Epſom, has been troubled 
al- from his Infancy with an Aſthma in an ex- 
on, „ tream Degree: About laſt February was 
di- MW Fwelve- Month he began the Uſe of Quick- 
no- („ ſilver: He has taken it ever ſince with 
at · very few Intermiſſions: He has from that 
the W Time had but two ſmall Fits; the laſt was 
ays Wl © in Auguſt paſt, and was the leaſt of the 
1 a Ml © two: Since that Time he has not had one 
on, WW © Aſthmatick Symptom; and from not be- 
& ing able ſcarcely ever to walk, he has, for his 
« Diverſion, walked from London to Epſom. 


„“I wiſh you may ſoon produce ſo many 
« other Examples of ſuch Cures, as may o- 
« yercome all Prejudices and groundleſs Fears, 


er- © and propagate the merited Credit of ſo ſa- 
try © lutiferous a Remedy. I am, | 
in 

ent 7 


81 R, 


Your moſt obliged 


And very humble Servants. 


To Dr. Dove R. 


ANTHONY BALAM» 


N. B. Having taking Notice of ſome Erro 
in the Practice of other Phyſicians, I ſhi 
frankly acknowledge one in my own : 
have hitherto been too zealous in recom 
mending one particular Apothecary z bu 
- amjreſolved, for the future, to let all my Px 
tients make ule of any Apothecary they lik 
beſt; which, I think, is but doing Juſtic 
to the Gentlemen of that Profeſſion. 


T H E 


Hoſpital Surgeon. 
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Of Mercury. 
＋ H E following Tracts being the Reſult 


of a long Practice and Experience, join'd | 

with a deligent Application, makes it needleſs Eo 
to write any Preface to this Piece. It may not, 3 
however, be improper to acquaint thoſe who | 
have not read the former Part, which was 
firſt printed in 1695, that this has a Con- 
nexion with it; and may be eſteemed an ad- 
ditional Advantage thereto, as it ſerves to 
perfect and compleat that Work; tho without 
ſuch Aſſiſtance it has already met with ſo uni- 
verlal an Approbation, as to have been tran- 
ſlated into all the European Languages. , 
7 | | t 
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It ſhould be obſerv'd likewiſe, that the 


Jralian Tranſlation of the famous M. Sancaſany, 
Counſellor and firſt Phyſician to his Highneſs 


the Duke de Guaftale, has brought over ſome 
Perſons who were too tendcious of old Prih- 
Ciples, and had profeſſedly writ againft this | 


new Method. 


Surgery is under this Obligation to them, 
that their Obſcurity has added a new Light 
to my Imagination, and compell'd me to 
produce ſuch Reaſons and Proofs, as may 
make ſome Progreſs toward perfecting our 
Art; and upon this Motive I reſum'd my Pen, 
TI think my ſelf obliged ro ward off the indi- 
rect Attacks made on my zealous Tranſlator, 
by anſwering all Doubts and Objections, and 


© by oppoſing the falſe Maxims of Antiquity 


with Reaſon and Experience. 


In this Diſpute, I was not a little urs 
priz'd to ſee my Letters tranſlated and prin- 
red, by the Care of my ingenious Tranſlator, 


notwithſtanding the unpolithed, laconic, ob- 


ſcure and unartful Style in which they were 


- wruten. 


Hlowerer they happened to be well recei- 
ved by many very excellent Profeſſors, with 
which Italy abound. My Tranſlator has fe- 

veral Pieces in his PoiJeſlion, which I never 
#1 | took 
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took a Copy of z and in this Collection chern 
are ſome already primed in Italian, which [ | 
have reviewed, corrected, and made ſome Ad- 
ditions. to; but as that Language i is not much 
uſed in France, I chole to publiſh them like- 
vile in the ſame with my former Work. 


2 mould likewiſe pan that I had the 
good Fortune, on my own accord, to fall in- 
to the Opinion of the ſamous Ceſar Magati, 
and afterwards to raiſe, him up out of the 
Obſcurity in which hc bad Wa pr 99090 
A; ROM: Century. 


This is a ſort of 8 wravght by my 
former Work. The Reader will meet with 
other Miracles of Art in this: Eyes entirely 
loſt, reſtor'd by one ſingle Operation, and a 
Number of deſperate and mortal. Caſes, by. 
wrong Treatment, conquer'd by gentle and, 
expeditious Methods. Theſe, will appear up- 
on a Peruſal of this Work: and a faithful 
Practice will evince the Truth of them. Ma- 
gatus is here revived by Accident: The hap- 
py Succeſs of our Operation in Diſeaſes pf. 


the Eyes, is not owing to my Invention; L 


have only had the Advantage of ſetting it 
forth on ſeveral Occaſions, having never met 
but with one Perſon in my bei who 2 
Poached, it deter me. 
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{ 122 
Mercury, whoſe Virtues I here rubliſh, is 
a Miracle of Nature, and the greateſt Gift 
of Providence in the whole Materia medica. 


My Knowledge of it is more owing to 
Chance, than to all I could collect from thoſe 
who have uſed ir, or wrote of it. | 


I am ready to acknowledge, that it was not 
from the reſult of any Reatoning, that I firſt 


. enter'd upon the Ule of it; however, the 


Succeſs I met with from irs Adminiſtration 


encouraged me to adhere to it, and to add 


Authority to one Experience, by another; 
J have ſince met with fiequent and favourable 


Opportunities of experiencing its Efficacy in 


many chronical and inveterate Diſeaſes, which 
although deem'd incurable, have yielded to 


che Power of crude Mercury. I have found 


out a Method to prevent it from ſubliming, 


tho' I cannot be of Opinion that the Heat of 


our Bodies is ſufficient to ſublime it without 
ſuch a Reitraint. 1 have mix'd it with gen- 
tle Catharticks, which determines one Part 
of it by Stool; another Part of ir enters into 
the Maſs of Blood, and mixes with the Lymph 
in Circulation, without loſing its globular 


Figure, which it never leaves till it has ren- 
der'd it capable of penetrating every where 


# 


by its Subtility and Fluidity, and of nouriſh- 
es. ing 
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ing all Parts of the Body by means of its 
balſamic Particles, which it reſtores to their 
natural State, when they are deprav'd and al- 
ter'd, and emoves all Obſtacles that may im- 
pede its Progreſs. Ir is a profeſs'd Enemy to 
all heterogeneous, vitiating, or malignant Mat- 
ter: As I became acquainted with its Vir- 
tues thro* a long and conſtant Practice, I 
have not been very ſollicitous in conſulting 
Authors who have treated of it; I know 
that Mr. Lemery, and fome others extol it. 


Avicen ſays, that ſome People drink it 
without any ill Conſequence, and preſcribes 
it for Children in Scald- heads. Plani/campus 
attributes more excellent Qualities to Mercury 
than to Guaiacum. Marianus Sanctus di- 
rects no leſs than four Pounds of it to 
be taken in the Iliac Paſſion. Antonius 
Muſa, and Meſue recommend it for the. 
Worms and the Itch. Mr. le Duc, a Phy- 
ſician, who made a Voyage to the Levant 
tell us, that the Women of Smyrna frequent». 
ly ſwallow two Drams of it at a time to aſ- 
ſure Conception, and laughs at thoſe who. 
thinks it a Poiſon ; for, ſays he, the Workers 
in QuickGlver-Mines have gotten a Trick of 
ſwallowing ſome Pounds of it, juſt as they. 
are leaving off work; which they diſcharge 
as ſoon as they get home, and ſell. To pre- 
vent which Roguery, tis uſual to confine, 

G 2 them 
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them for ſome Hours after they | have done 
k, that they may be obliged to evacuate 
what they have [wallowed. 

Same look upon Mercury to be hot, oa 
others cold; however, it it m ;ollifies the 
Blood, if it mitigates the moſt exquiſite Pains, 
and calms the deere Ni Gre Spirits in the 
Polvalus, and in many.other D:torders; if it 
diſpoſes lean Perſons to grow Fat, as without 
doubt it does; theſe Conſiderations added 
together, make it more probable that 'tis ra- 


ther cold than hot, or at leaſt of a Temper 
between both. 


u Wbetber it be hot or cold 'tis its Ef- 
ſects I chiefly regard, and not its Qualities. 
Let it be extoll'd or condemn'd, its vertues 
will be always the fame: *Tis Matter of Fact 
that no one Thing in Nature is capable of 
producing ſo {4lutary and ſurprizing Effects 
in almoſt all Diſorders ; ſome are of Opinion 
that it is a good Medicine, but dangerous, 
which is giving it a good and bad Character 
at the ſame Time, and thereby make room 
for Fears and Doubts, and deprive an infinite 
Number of afflited Perſons of the ſpeedy Help 
they might receive from i its Ue. 


Experience being the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
can be offer'd, 1 thought it might not be 
3 improper 


Cr 
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improper to relate ſome Cures. perſormid at 
different Limes, on different Subjects, and in 
different Diſorders. A very large Volume 

would hardly contain all thoſe which I have 
performed in the ſpace of the three and forty 
Years that 1 have made uſe of Mercury, was 
I to publiſh them. I have followed the ſame 
Method in this Treatiſe, as I have done in 
my former Work, where at the End of the 
Cure of each Wound, I have annexed an 
Obſervation by way of Reflection; and in 


this 1 have alſo ſubjoin'd a kind of Rationale 


to every Experiment, in order to explain the 
e luea which þ had of this Re- 
ed. 113038 20Þ . 
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In the Year 1681, when I was at Turin, 


a young Abbot inform'd me, that after an 
impure Commerce, ke had been attack'd 
with fome venereal Complaints, wkich were 
indifferently taken Care ot; that ſome Months 
after he was afflicted with nocturnal Pains in 
ſeveral Parts of his Body, together with an 
Ulcer in his Noſe, which he ſhew'd me. 


He told me that; the Poſture of Affairs, and 


the Seaſon, of the Year, would not permit 
him to enter upon a ſtrict Courſe of Me- 
dicine; and that it was of the utmoſt con- 


| ſequence to him, to have his Diſorder kept 


Secret; deſiring me to contrive ſome Me- 
thod which might for the preſent hinder its 
1 1 3 8 
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Further Progreſs, and in the Spring he ſaid 
he would go to Paris for the Conveniency 
of perfecting his Cure. 


I had at that time but a ſuperficial Know- 
ledge of Mercury; and therefore made him 
up, according to my uſual manner, a Maſs of 
purging Pills, and order'd him to take a ſingle 
Pall every other Night going to Bed. 


He had not taken them above five times, 
beſore he told me his Pains were diminiſh'd, 
and his Ulcer, much better. And after eleven 
or twelve Doſes, he found himſelf intirely 
cur'd, to his own Surpriſe as well as mine, 
who imagin'd I had only palliated the Dil- 
caſe. 8 550 | 


IJ advis'd him however, for ſecurity's ſake, 
to continue his Medicine for ſome little time 
longer, and 'tis very certain that he never 
after wards felt the leaſt Symptom of the Diſ- 
order. 


If we conſider, that Mercury is the on- 
ly Remedy capable of deſtroying the vene- 
real Virulence, it will not be ſurprizing that 
it wrought this Effect in the preſent Caſe. 
But it ſeems difficult to account for its act- 
ing in ſo falutary a Manner, without giv- 
ing the Patient the leaſt Inconvenienee; he 
. e having 
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having never been interrupted in his Reſt or 


Diet, thro' the whole Courſe, of his Cure, 


nor was he confin'd to his Room, or any 
ways alter'd his uſual way of Living, fo as 
to give any one the leaſt Suſpicion of his 
being under a Courſe of Phyſick. 


This was the firſt Cure I ever perform'd 
in ſuch a Manner, being at that time Sur- 
geon- Major of the Hoſpital of Briangon, 


where I practiſed the fame Method with e- 


qual Succeſs. In the Vear 1694, Mr. le 


Mareſchal de Calinat (ent me ſeveral ſubaltern 
Officers to Oulx, who were afflicted with the 


ſame Diſtemper: They took no other Re- 
medy, and return'd to the Army in fix Weeks, 


fat, brisk, and well, without any farther 
Trouble. I omit relating the Particulars to 
avoid Prolixity, and ſhall only give one In- 


ſtance of a Cure of each Kind, unleſs ſome 
extraordinary Circumſtance ſhould induce 
to the contrary. Pu. 


In the following Year 1682, Mr. le Comte 
de S. George, Gentleman of the Horſe to her 
Royal Highneſs, and a Captain in the Guards, 
deſit'd me to viſit the Corporal of his Com- 
pany, who had been troubled with a ſchirrhous 
Tumour, for two Years, at that time as big as 
ones Head, which cover'd his right Thigh, ſo 
that he could hardly walk with a pair of 
een. G 4 Crutches : 
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Crutches: The moſt eminent Surgeons in 
Turin had order'd him many Remedies with- 
out Succels : I was reſolved to try what Mer- 
cury would do in this Caſe, and havipg con- 
tinued it in the Manner afore- mentioned for 
eighteen or twenty Days, the Tumour! 'foft- 
ned, and came to Suppuration. I opened 
it, and diſcharged ſeven or eight Pints of 
Pus and Lymph, and in a Months time he 
was perſectly Ons _ bens withour 
his Crutches. ' 

| The Succeſs Le met e in this Cie, Bede 
me a high Eſteem for the Remedy, but my 
Removal to another Station ſoon after, de- 
prived me of the frequent Opportunities of 
applying it as I wiſh'd. Beſides, my Age 
had not as yet advanc'd me ro a requiſite De- 

greeſof Credit for Acting as I thõught pr 
per, and therefore du chliged t to „ene ra 
more favourable! . TINY 
In the Year 1687, being Surgeon-Major 
+ofiithe' Hoſpital of Zu/irne, I adminiftred it 
with Succeſs” in ſeveral hard and ſchirrhous 
Tumours. -I found that thoſe which were 
but of a moderate Size, and of no very long 
Duration, would be diſſipated without Sup- 
purating; and that thoſe which were larger 
and of a longer Date, would come to Sup- 
W T lis made me of Opinion, that 
. notwith- 


rg. 
notwithſtanding their Hardneſs, Age and Ta- 
ſenſibility, yet they were not intirely with- 
out a Communication with the Fluids. 

To give a mechanical Explication of the 
Effect of Mercury in ckele Tumours, it 
muſt be conſidered that the Matter which 
conſtitutes thoſe Tumours that are owing to- 
Congeſtion, as well as Obſtructions, in all 
other Parts of the Body, cannot move of its 
ſelf, when it is once accumulated and ſtopp'd: 
Notwithſtanding the Elaſticity” of the Parts, 
there is an abſolute Neceſſity for ſomething, 


to ſhock, e render it er and dit>- - 


unite it. 

To anſwer this End; the Fluids whicto 
circulate: in Tumours, as well as in other 
Parts of the Body, muſt be put into a rapid 
Motion, ſufficient to, difintangle, looſen, and 
remove that which before was fix d and with- 
out Motion. Tis Mercury alone which is 
capable of performing this Office, as it unites 
it ſelf with the Lymph, follows its Motion, 
and accompanies it through all Parts of the- 


Body. e e 


i 


- Theſe thi Globules, Which are Avifble 
ad Infinitum, roll along with it infeparably : 
The Rotundity of their Figure make them: 
fit to encounter the Obtacles they meet with 
in their way without any fear of ther being 
: G 5 2 h 
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ſtopp'd, withheld or entangled : - They {lide 
upon, ſtrike, rub, and put thoſe Particles of 
Matter into Motion which were united, con- 
nected and coagulated, in the Parts, or in 
the Glands, contrary to the Laws of Na- 
ture : They render them more fluid, reduce 
rhem to Pus, or carry them away with them- 


ſelves, to be excreted by the perſpiratory Paſ- 
ſages, or by Stool or Urine. | 


v7 this Mechaniſm, unnatural Tumours, 
Obſtructions in Ulcers, and other Parts of 
the Body, are removed, the Fluids re- eſta- 
bliſh'd in that State which is neceſſary to 
Life, and the Preſervation of Health: This 
is what I conceive concerning the two Ope- 
rations of Mercury on Coagulations ; that of 

abſorbing, and that of diſſolving z tho' theſe 
are Philolophical Terms, which with regard 
to operative Effects are to be explain'd in a 


very different Manner, as 1 ſhall endeavour 


to ſhew hereafter. 


In 1691, when I was Surgeon-Major of 
the Hoſpital of Briangon, I was ferch'd to 
a young Woman, who had a Tumour on her 
right Cheek for two Years: When it came 
to Suppuration it was dreſs'd with a Tent, 
which left in Fiſtulous, and by degrees the 
lower Jaw became ſo fixt, that its Motion 
was emirely loſt, an] her Mouth fo _ 
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(8 | 
that ſhe was conſtrain'd to live wholly. on 
Broths or other Liquids, I was told that ſhe 
had made uſe of ſeveral Remedies without. 
any Succels. ou NETS» 3 


I ordered ſome very ſmall Pills to be made 
ä up for her, one of which ſhe took every o- 
ö ther Day for a Month, at the end of which. 
her Jaw was relaxed, her Mouth open'd, 
and her Fiſtala perfectly healed, to the great 
Joy and Surpriſe of the Patient. As this 
Cure was ſome what extraordinary, it prevail- 
ed upon me to adminiſter the Remedy in ſe- 
veral chronical Diſeaſes, which had before 


18 
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introduc'd, and by their frequent Friction, 
and continual Compreſſion, unite them, and 
cauſe them to adhere. to one another, till at 
length they form what is uſually call'd a 
Callus. Dy | 


As there are a great Number of {mall Veſ- 
ſels in all Parts of the Body, which con- 
vey the Lymph and the other Juices: The A 
Orifices of the little Tubes, which are con- 

N „ tain'd 9 


rern M3 ww Py 


. r 
L en 2 


2 1 * 
SERA Hfoyk rye 


T'F, 
2 
TE « 
NV 5 7 


( 332 ) 
tain'd within the whole extent of the Callas, 
and whieh confines and bears upon the afore- 
mentioned replicated and united Fibres, are 


diſunited by the Force of the globular Parti- 
cles of the Mercury mixed with the Lymph: 


The nutritious Juice expands itſelf among the 
Fibres thus relieved, and reinſtates them in 
rheir original order: I:think the Effect Mer- 
eury produces upon the callous Part of Fiſſa- 
las cannot be ſo cafily explained in any other 
Manner, as by its Shocking and Diſengaging 
the Fibres which were before replicated and 

ued together; in which 'Caſe tis abſolute- 
5 neceſlary that the Fent ſhould be thrown 


aſide: Thoſe who are reſolved to have it, 


that its Virtue conſiſts in abſorbing of Acids, 
thould not urge that Conſideration here, 


Where there are no Acids to be abſorbed ;. 


or if they urge that it ſerves to diſſolves the 
Callus, let them give ſome mechanical Ac- 
count, how it is performed; for 'tis certain- 
ly true that it muſt act after the ſame Manner 
here as in other Obſtructions and Tumours, 
and that 't is only by virtue of ſome mechani- 
cal Property, that it anſwers the End in ſuch 


a2 Number of various Caſes. 


After the Peace in 12696, I had the Ho- 
nour to ſucceed the famous M. Thou venot, 
who: was, till his Death, firſt Surgeon to 


ner Royal Highneſs; ſoon after I came to 


— _ Turin, 
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Turin, I ſaw. a por Girl begging.on hs Steps 
of St. 7 ore Oburchai a BY. | 


arch; ace call'ꝗ Cornid : 
The Number of ſcrophulous Holes in her 
Face, and upon her Breaſt, render'd her an 
Object horrible to look at: Beſides. this, all 
the. Glands of her Neck were ſwoln, and ben 
Hands and Feet were quize delerm d.. 
ce i 26 010155: bak TENT oh. (IH 
I ſent for her” Home, and prevail'd upon! 
her to take a Dole of my Mercury every 
other Day; and being willing to ſee” her 
take the firſt Doſe my ſelf, I order'd ſome) 
Soop to be brought her, to drink;after it. oft 
She continued to uſe this Medicine forthe: 
Space of fix Months, at the End of which 
Time ſhe was perfectly cured; fo that ſhe: 
wi afrerwargs married, and had ſcyeral Chil» 
ret”, „ œ !!! 61. md 
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Scrophulous Caſes are the moſt difficult 
to cure, and very few Remedies affect their 
Cauſe. They frequently oecur in ſome Cli- 
mates and” Nations, and are often. the Inhe- 
ritance of our Anceſtors Irregularities: Their 
Origin is in the Blood, their Seat in the 
Glands and Joints. The Coldneſs of their 
Nature, and the Viſcidity of their Humour, 
which is inſpiſſated by an Acid, makes them 

not eaſily conquer d by ordinary Remedies. 
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It has been long ſince confeſs'd, that Mer- 
cury is the only Medicine capable of perform · 
ing a thorough Cure in theſe Diſorders, ei - 
ther by liquefying, diſſolving, and putting 


Acids and vicious Ferments, which occaſion 
the coagulation of the Lymph, and by ſend- 


ſtroy d. The Mercury can by its Motion 
but little affect its ſoft and glutinous Tex- 


and break or blunt the Points of the Acids 
which occaſion it; however, without Diſ- 
pute, it affects it at laſt: For by circulating 
With the Lymph in the Articulations, and in 
the ſcrophulous Glands, it gradually removes 


the Obſtacles which oppoſe the Courſe of the 
Fluids. 


About a Year after, I had under my Care 
M. Dufaure, a Frenchman, who had been 
afflicted with a Tumour in the Liver for a- 
bove two Years, for which he had conſulted 
feycral Univerſities, to no Purpoſe, 


Thi 


the Juices in Motion, or by deſtroying the. 
ing Spirits and Heat into the afflicted Mem- 


The Acid which is the Cauſe of theſe cold 
Coagulations, is exceeding difficult to be de- 


rurE: And for this Reaſon a conſiderable Time 
is required before it is able to diſconcert it, 
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| | | A THE WP. # 
— This Tumour was bigger than one's Fiſt, = 
[». exceeding painful, and externally protuberanr, - 
=; by which 'trwas eaſy to determine the Ex- , 
8 tent of it: His Pulſe was irregular, he was ae lag 5 
e, | troubled with frequent“ Syncopes, want of 1 
n dleep, and an univerſal Uneaſineſs. 1 f 


I propoſed to him the Uſe of my Remedy, 

as a proper Diſſolvent for the Diſſipation. of 
his Tumour: He drank chalybeated Wine 
with it, in which Capillus Veneris was in- 
fuſed z and was perfectly cured in a Month's 
Time by the conſtant Uſe of his Medicines, 


This Tumour was ſchirrhous, notwith- 
ſtanding it was painful; which might poſſi- 
bly be occaſion'd by its compreſſion upon 
the Parts to which it adhered; and he has 


enjoy'd a good State of Health ever ſi ce. 


Me. Couturiere, Milliner to her Royal High- 
neſs, was afflicted in 1703, with a Tumour 
in her Breaſt, which grew conſiderably in a 
ſhort Time, being very painful and hard, and , © il 
r tending e to a-Carcinoma. 62 G. 75 7 
1 {am d a 9 | f 


- 
TH 


- — She uſed the fame, Remedy, and was en- | 
tircly cured in one Month, having never ſince 
felt the Jeaſt Pain in that Part. Vaſt Num- 
bers have been cured both at Court and in 
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the City by the ſame Medicine ; and. very 


lately a Lady of the Grit Rank, whoſe Name 
I forbear to mention, tho ſhe has made no 


Secret of the Cure herſelf: However, if theſe 
Complaints are inveterate, the beſt Way is 
not to meddle with them, or to proceed im- 
mediately to Amputation: They have always 
been look'd upon as Caſes of the moſt dif- 
ficult Cure, and are deem'd incurable, when 


ulcerated. They are excruciating ' upon Ac- 


count of their Pain, and inſupportable upon 


Account of their Stench; and there is no- 


thing but crude Mercury taken inwardly, 
which by irs Friction is able to blunt the 
Points of the Acids that conſume the Fleſh 
in the Parts affected. And when the Cure 
becomes impoſſible, nothing is more fit to 
f the Pain, prevent a further Pro- 
grels, and oppoſe Corruption and Stench. 


When our Court attended the Queen of 
Spain as far as the Borough of Cony in 1702, 
I'was in returning back, ſeiz'd in the City 
of Fouſan, with to violent a Fit of the Gra- 
vel, thar'F imagin'd it would have carried me 
.off. I voided, in the Bath which was prepa- 
red for me, ſeveral ſmall Stones and Grayel,, 
with inconceivable” Torture, and the Liquor 


. which came away was pure Blood inſtead of 


Urine. 
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Gravel with exceſſive Pain. 


o 7 

I was carried to Turin, where Mr. Pa- 
ſage, at that time firſt Phyficith to her Roy- 
al' Highneſs, preſcribed* me Medicines for 
three Months, at the End of which Irelapſed in- 
to my former Condition, voiding Stones and 


U 


10 


At length I began to take my Diſſolvent 
into Confiderarion ; imagining, that thefe 
Stones were formed and concreted by a thick 
Lymph, which could it be rendered mote 
Aid, Would prevent any farther Concretions 
of this* Sort; and. t& rhis End I made Ufe 
of my Remedy: Fhe Conſequence was, that 
all my Symptoms ceaſed, and I have not from 
that Time to this been ſenſible of the leaſt 
Touch of my Complaint. Tis true indeed, 


that at certain Seaſons I take a few Doſes of 


the Medicine, which I believe ſecures me a- 


gainſt a Relapſe: 4 

I am the firſt to whom I ever adminiſtred 
this Remedy in ſuch a Caſe; but nor the 
laſt: I have frequently given it to many 
Perſons in the fame® Condition, and always 
with good Succeſs; It is not leſs! effieacious 
in Retentions of © Urine from à viſcueus 
Gelly. M. le Baron de Chainaye Niſar has 
experienced it to his Satisfaction. For 
four | Years together he could not make 
Water without the moſt exquiſite Pain * 
Wehen. — 
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Labour: He took this Remedy, and in 1 
ſhort Time he evacuated his Urine freely and 
without Pain. M. le Chavelier de Morete 
who could make no Water for five Days to- 
Ferber; without the Aſſiſtance of my dear 
riend M. Ciconigni, and two other Phyſi- 
cians of Note; but was cured in one Days 
Time by the Aſſiſtance of my Remedy. 
have a freſh Cafe of the like Nature, where 
the ſame Remedy was given with Succeſs. 
But ſuch Relations lead me too far out of 
the Way; fo I ſhall ſuppreſs this, with ma- 
ny others, - notwithſtanding a great Number 
of Inſtances are the moſt perſuaſive z. for a 
ſingle Cure might be impured to mere 
Chance. | 


ns „ Aa ww. oe 
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It appears then that crude Mercury is uſe- 
ful in the Gravel, by bringing it away and 
preventing the Viſcoſity of the Lymph, 


which conglatinates the tartarous Particles 
of the Blood. 


Theſe Viſcoſities occaſion much the ſame 
Symptoms as the Stone it ſelf, and although 
the Pains they produce are not ſo exquiſite, 
they are however frequently attended with a 
Suppreſſion of Urine, by obſtructing the 
Tubes which ſhould convey it into the Blad- 
der: In ſuch a Cafe, Mercury by the Ro- 
tundity of its Particles, and its Motion, is 

r capable 
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capable of breaking, dividing and diſperſing, 


the Coagulation of the Lymph, and that in 
a ſhort Time; and at the ſame Time it blunts 
the Points of the Acids, and obliges them 
to let go whatſoever they are connected 


with ; thus every Thing 1s reſtored to its 


natural Order. 


Me. Campagnole who keeps one of the 
moſt noted Houſes of Entertainment in Turin, 
is ſubject to a violent Cholick; which Dil- 
eaſe his reduced her to the Jaſt Extremity for 
theſe three Years. In 1722, ſhe was at- 
tacked with this Diſtemper in the middle of 
the Night. As I lived in the Neighbour» 
hood, the ſent for me: 1 found her in a 
deplorable Condition, and gave her a double 
Doie of my Mercury; ſoon after, her tor- 


| menting Pains ceaſed, and before Morning 


ſhe voided by Stool a Pailful of Excrements 
and Water: The next Diy ſhe voided the 
ſame Quantity, and fo was entirely freed 
of her Complaint: In the laſt Fir before 
this ſhe wastortured a whole Month berw-en 
Pains and Medicines, yet this gave her Eaſe 
ina few Minutes after it was taken 


The prodigious and hafty Evacuation in 
this Caſe was owing to Catharticks, but the 
Mercury contributed very much to ir, by 
dividing the Humours, and rendering them 
6-45. | more 


I; 
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more. fluid, and fit to be diſcharged. Thus 
Woman had all the Epigaſtrick Region Rut- 
fed with viſcuous and acid Humours, which 
occaſioned a Fenſion and. Irritation in the 
Inteſtines, and weakened the Periſtaltick Mo- 
tion of the Guts, which nothing could ber- 
ter re- eſtabliſn than Mercury, by the Mo- 
tion of its Particles: It at the ſame Time 
blunted the Points of the Acids, which oc- 
caſioned Convulſions in thole Parts: And 
the Criſpation of the Fibres being removed, 
whatſoever the Guts contained was naturally 
precipitated by the Weight of the Mercury. 


Mercury, when it is received into the Sto- 
mach, is blended with whatever it meets with 
there; and as the lacteal Veſſels receive what 
is ſubtile enough to enter their Ori fices, the 
more volatile Part of the Mecury is conſe- 


quently admitted and conveyed into the Maſs 


of Blood, which it renders more fluid and 
ſoft; whilſt what remains in the Inteſtines, 
purſues the common Courſe of Purgatives. 

„5 {Sr 6 78-2397 | | f | 
In 1710, one M. de la Pierre, Governor 
to a German Lord, had an iaveterate Itch, 
which eluded the Force of all the Medicines 
he had taken in Frauce and Holland. He 
took of my Mercury, and without the Aſſiſtance 
of any other Remedy, was perfectly cu- 
ted in three, Weeks, went away very yl 
Nom | LiSr 


© + 


2 
— — — a Pages „ 


(#11) 
ſatisfied, and the next Year wrote to me to 
ſend him the Medicine to the Hague, one of 


his Friends being under the ſame Misfor- 
e 


M. Carret, Commiſſary of War in the Fur 
mics and Hoſpitals of France, was afflicted? 
with an ill-favoured red Teter, which ſpread. 
over half his Face, he refuſed” to take any 
Remedies that were recommended to him; 
but came to me as ſoon as conveniently he. 
could; I gave him my Mercury, which had 
ſo ſudden an Effect „that he perceived him- 
ſelf ſenſibly amended after the: firſt Doſe; af- 
ter the ſecond the Teter was apparently dimi- 
niſhed, and after the fourth it was hard] 4 
diſcernable. However he continued the Uſe = 
of it z bur after the fifth Doſe, there Was not "4 
the leaſt Footftep of it remaining. 


Another Cure was performed * M. i 
Comte d' Argue, a Bavarian Gentleman, with 
the ſame Expedition. As he returned from 
France, where he had been for his Health, 
he was ſeized in Savoy, with Pains in his 
Shoulders, and a large Cluſter of Puſtules which 
covered his whole Face, this was in 1723. 
He ſent for the very learned M. Cicognini to 
adviſe with him, whether it would be better © 
to put himſelf under a Courſe of Medicine, at 
Tarin, or to return to France, This Phyſi⸗ 
cian 
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cian recommended Me, and my Remedy, 


which he thought ſufficient to extricate him 
from the Difficulty he laboured under: After 


he had twice taken it, he found his Pains a- 


bated, and his Puſtules decaying, which en- 
tirely diſappeared after the fourth Doſe. He 
continued the Repetition of it ſome ſhort 
Time, and ſtock'd himſelf with a good Quan- 
tity when he went away. 5 


The ſudden Alteration occaſioned by the 
Mercury in this tumify'd Teter, is an unde- 
niable Proof of its mixing with the Lymph. 
Its manner of Operation is the ſame in Teters, 
Itch, and Pimples of the Face and other Parts 
of the Body, as it is in ſchirrous Tumours, 


Scrophula's, Carcinomia's, Wenns, Cc. it re- 


moves the Obſtruction of the Glands, by de- 
ſtroying the. Acids which cauſed it; and the 
Lymph conveying it to the Pores of the 


Skin, its volatile Particles, carry the Acids 


which lurk in thoſe Pores along with them, 
and diſcharge them by inſenſible Perſpiration. 
Thus are the fibrous Mamillæ, which were 
before compreſſed and rendered inactive, re- 
ſtored to their preſtine Form, Elaſtacity, and 


Office: And the Orifices being unlock'd, Per- 


ſpiration goes on as betore. 


: Although the Diſorders, which J have de- 
ſcribed, were attended with Variety of Symp- 
eqs | | toms, 
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ſame Caule. The ſofter Preparations . of 
Mercury, as Erhiops Mineralis, and the PoW- 
der of Agoratb, are fine in external Ape 


plication, by exhauſting the Acids, and open- 
ing the Skin. But a Salivation would in all 
Probability enſue, ſhould any of the acid 
Particles when blended with the Mercury, 
re-enter into the Maſs of Blood, which 
wakes. me. affirm. that crude Mercury taken 
by the Mouth, is more effectual, certain, and. 
expeditious. „ 


In 1719, my Adjutant's Son in the Hoſ- 
pital of Briancon was ſent me to Turin, af- 
flicted with an univerſal Leproſy; his Head 
was in a very bad Condition, and his whole 
Body covered with white Scales: I ſhew'd_ 


him in theſe Circumſtances to ſome of ne 


Profeſſion. 


I took him to my Houſe, and gave him a 
Pill. every other Evening towards Bed - time. 
At fix Week's End his Head and Neck were 
as clean as a Pearl, and perfectly cured. 


The Leproſy and Pox have a near Affini- 

ty to each other, according to the'Opinions 
of moſt learned Men. Mercury has at all 
Times been acknowledged for the Specifick 
in ſuch Diſeaſes, ſince it was firſt dilcovered 


and 


toms, 8. were they all produced from the 


| (144): 
and adminiſtred. And has certainly an abſo- 
lute Power oyer theſe Ferments: Twere 
needleſs to illuſtrate its mechanical Operation 
upon theſe Poiſons : It is too well known e- 
ver to be called in QMeſtion. This was the 


firſt Leper I ever had under my Care: This 


Diſeaſe though very formidably, gives way to 


Mercury. rightly, prepared, as readily as the 


amen all. r os ene 5 

In 1721, 1 Was commanded by. her Royal 
Highneſs to attend Madam a Conteſſe Buſ- 
guet in the City of Equiere, who had been 
confined, to her Bed for four Months by: a 


violent and painful Sciatica. She could not. 
ſtir in the leaſt, withour giving herſelf mor- 


tal Agonies, and being conſtrained to void 
her Excrements under her, a Mortification 


Was to be feared upon her inward Parts; 


wherefore without delay I propoſed to her 


Phyſician the uſe of my Mercury, which he 


very readily came into. 


She had not taken above three Doſes, be- 


fore the Violence of the Pain was abated ; and 
after the fourth, ſhe felt no more of it: Af- 


ter the ſeventh ſhe left her Bed, and began 
to walk: The vaſt Quantity of Phlegm 
which the fi:iſt Doſes of this Medicine diſ- 
charged ſurpriz d both the Patient, and her 
Phyſician. The Patient wonder'd to find an 
f V Cs 
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Abatement of her Miſery in Proportion to 
the Evacuation, which did not in the leaſt 
weaken her; and the Phyſician was at a 
Loſs to account for ſuch extraordinary Suc- 
ceſs; which occaſioned him to expreſs his 
Surprize to me in a Letter. 'The Letter was 
read to her Royal Highneſs by my dear Friend 
M. Ciconigni, who was himſelf not a little 
leaſed at the ſpeedy and ſalutary Effect of fo 
mple aRemedy, as well as at the tender and 
obliging Expreſſions of the Patient and the 
Phyſician. 4 EE 


The Gout in its Infancy, the Rheuma- 
tiſm, the Sciatica, and all Diſeaſes of this 
Nature, are to be cured by ſwallowing crude. 
Mercury. I am convinced by Experience, 
that they are all of the ſame Nature, tho 
they paſs under different Names, and affect 
4 Parts of the Body: As they are 


produced by one Cauſe, they are to be over- 


come by one Remedy; and by that very kind 
of Mechaniſm which 1 illuſtrated before, in 
ſpeaking of Acids. 


The expeditious Action of Mercury on ſuch 
minute Bodies, ? carinot in my Opinion, be 
otherwiſe accounted for; ſince nothing is 
ſo ſoon conveyed into the Blood or to the Parts 
affected, which happens ſeveral times in 


it 
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it comes to paſs, that what-it has begun in 
its firſt Circulations, it finiſhes in its ſubfe- 
quent ones. I grant that 8 by 


Perſpiration and partly by Stool; but chen 
by repeating the Doſe, the Operation is con- 
ried without - Interruprion 3 otherwiſe the 
Acids which take up their Neben it = 
Pores and Membranes could not be difladped, 
and comminuted, as it happens in Srratica's 
and Nheumatiſms; their Points ſtanding on 
end, and being no ways interwoven with any 
Subſtance to defend them; when the nutri- 
. comes loaden with Mercury to the 
Membranes, ſtuck full of thoſe ſharp” Spicale, 
the ſmall round Particles of the Mercury ex- 
pand themſelves over the Membranes, and ha- 
ving Solidity ſufficient, ſhock, rear to Pieces, 
and deftroy the aforeſaid Points which after- 
wards reguryitate into the Veins. I can form 


no other Idea. of the ſpeedy Termination of this 


Sort of Diſeaſes: Thoſe who have a more ex- 
tenſive Underſtanding than mine, may poſſibly 
give amore rational Account of the Matter. 

The Wife of Mr. Reſant, a Bookſeller in 
Turin, aged about 33, was ſent to her Huſ- 
band from Briancon, under a Complication 
of Diſeaſes, which had eluded the Skill of 
the beſt Phyſicians in Briancon for four 
Years. Among other Complaints, the had 
a ' {wall Fever, a Difficulty of Breathing, a 
Pain in her Stomach, a very - ſtinking 
Ix | Fry | Breath, 
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Breath, and a monſtrous Swelling of her 


right Thigh and Leg; for which laſt Dit 
order ſhe had uſed diverſe Sorts of mineral Wa- 


ters, both by way of Baths and Fomentations; 


in a Word, ſhe was pronounced incurable. 
Her Husband finding her in ſo miſerable a 
Condition, had ſo much Confidence in me 
as to commit her entirely 5 my Care; and 
indeed it was with ſome*Relucance that I 
undertook the Cure. fel: 5 ET 


However, having been convinced by Ex- 
perience, that in theſe deſperate Cafes eſpeci- 


* 


ally, Mercury gives Proofs of its Force, Vir- 


tue, and Efficacy above all other Medicines; 
I no longer remained in ſuſpence, but gave 
her my Remedy without any other Preparation. 


The firſt Doſes had ſome comfortable Ef- 
fects upon her; moſt of her Symptoms ceaſed; 
her Pulſe was much mended, the Pain of her 
Stomach and the ſtinking Breath entirely diſ- 
appeared; the Thigh and Leg were leſs pain 
ful, and their Magnitude conſiderably dimini- 
ſhed. Thus ſhe went on for ſixteen Doſes, 
when her Menſes obliged her to deſiſt; but 
afterward ſhe reſumed her Medicine, and 
without any Conflict was this formidable Co- 
agulation of Humours diſſolved ; and the Li- 
quors recover'd their Fluidity after two and 
torty Doſes of the Mercury. The Thigh and 

1 Leg 
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Leg were relaxed, the coagulated Matter now 
made fluid, returning with the Mercury into 
the Blood: In ſhort, in the Month of May 
the preſent Year 1724, the Mercury excited 
a gentle Salivation : This was the only Time 
I ever knew it produce ſuch an Effect, tho' 
> have given it above ſix Months toge- 
er. : 


. To enter rightly into the mechanical Ra- 
tionale of this Matter, it ſhould be obſerved 


thar in the Diſorder of the Thigh and Leg, 
there was no Extravaſation. The coagulated 
Liquors were entirely confined within the 
Glands, and the external Veſſels, a Proof of 
which is, that notwithſtanding the Size of 


thoſe Parts, the Patient could ſtill walk; the 


Muſcles being unaffected. 


A Diffolution being once made in the Veſ- 
ſels and the Glands, it is natural enough, that 
theLiquor having recovered its Fluidity, ſhould 
re- enter and mix with other Fluids, in the 
Courſe of Circulation. 


But the ſubtile Parts of the Mercury bein 
cloſely combined with what was diſſolved, 


cauſed thoſe Fluids to aſcend, by which 
Means the Veſſels of the Throat, which be- 


came diſtended therewith, and the Orifices 
of the ſalivary Ducts were ſtrained and mw 
BRL | ted, 


e 
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ted, and afforded a Paſſage to the ſeparated 


Humours; and then the Thigh and Leg di- 


miniſhed conſiderably. 
This ſalutary Flux laſted about eight Days, 


and re-eſtabliſh'd the Gentlewoman in a ſur- 


prizing Condition of Health : She is now 
actually under my Care, and I hope to re- 
duce her Thigh and Leg to their natural 


"Stave; : 


If crude Mercury did imbibe Acids , as 
many have imagined ;z it muſt in this Cafe 
have been ſuffictently ſtocked with them, to 
have made Havock with the inward Parts 
of the Mouth in the Diſcharge ; whereas 
nothing more was perceived than a {mall Hear, 
In theſe Diſeaſes the morbific Particles are 
not ſo pungent and corroſive as they are in 
Venereal Caſes, which make the Bones cari- 
ous, and deſtroy the Fleſh, without the al- 
ſiſtance of any other Matter. 


The thick viſcous Matter which nourith- 
es the Hair being abundantly increaſed by 
the Obſtructions in the Skin where it is, 
planted, occaſioned ſuch a plenty of it, that 
the whole Leg and Thigh were perfectly co- 
ver'd therewith : for which Reaſon 1 look 
upon the Malady of theſe Parts to have had 
its riſe from the Viſcidity of the Matter 


1 Ss nag. 
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ſtagnating in the capillary Veſſels and Glands 
of the Skin, which being inconceiveably nu- 
merous, at laſt form'd ſo conſiderable a Sub- 
ſtance. | 


It may then be taken for granted, that Mer - 


cury, ſooner or later, penetrates into, and 
breaks the Connexion of this Matter; that 
it diſengages them from the Acids, and ſo 
reſtores them to their original Fluidity. 


If we conſider the Effects of Mercury in 


one Cure, we ſhall be able to judge of iis 
Effects in all others, though of a different 


Kind; becauſe in all its Variety of Operations 
and Productions, it acts by the ſame Mecha- 
nical Laws. 


I have at this Time under my Care, Dif- 
eaſes that are inveterate and difficult to cure. 
I adminiſter this ſame Remedy in them all; 
and from the Day I begin with it, I have 
Reaſon ro hope for Succeſs, although the 
common Methods in Practice have failed. 
Reſpect forbids me to Name one of my Pa- 
tients, and ſome other Diſcretion obliges me 
to conceal. But let the Reader judge of what 
may be done from what has been done: The 
Cures already related, are ſurprizing, and 
thoſe 1 ſhall relate hereafter, will be no our 
1 Ane 
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And now, I think, I have ſaid enough to give 
an Idea, of 8-6 Ae of this. 1 * 


medy. 


The felt Wife of M. Rouſſeau, in 1712, 
was afflicted for near four Months together 
with a Complication of Diſtempers. She was 
viſiced by many of our Phyſicians, who after 
they had carefully examined her Symptoms, 
were of Opinion that a Salium bad brought 
her into a Conſumption; becauſe ſhe-vomi- 
ted conſtantly. every Day, after ſhe had eaten. 
Theſe: Gentlemen agreed that my Mercury 


was the on WE: ien — bp ph: Ber 
netic. Jo | 


The very firſt Doſe took off her Vomizing, 
and the reſt, which were twelve in all, en- 
tirely recovered ber. | 
Cales. _— aceur, hogs. it is 1 im- 

poſſible that the moſt accurate Phyſician 
ould not be 'miſtaken, A Girl who wove 
Hair for my Perriwig-Maker in 1712, be- 
ing about 15 or 16 Vears old, was ſor three 
Weeks together blooded and purged, beſides 
other Remedies and Operations, that were 
uſed to ſo little Purpoſe, that at laſt ſhe was 
ſeized with a violent and frequent Hic- up, 
which prevented her from ſwallowing or te- 
taining any Thing in gr Stomach! She 
717 H 4 Was 
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was given over by her Phyſician, who deſi- 
red her Mother to ſend for a Prieſt to give her 
the Sacraments. In this Conjuncture M. de 
la Touche came to me, and defired me to ſec 
the Girl. I went, and after I had ſeen her, 
and examin'd her Pulfe, I thought Iperceiv'd 
in her Eyes ſome Symptoms of Worms. I 
took M. de la Touche Home along with me, 
and deliver'd to him a Doſe of my Mercury, 
with Directions to give it her by Degrees, 
in four ſmall Pills, with a little Wine. The 
firſt Parcel ſhe took ftopp'd the Hic up, and 
ſhe ſwallow'd the others with Eaſe ; ſoon 
after which ſhe vomited up a Worm as thick 
as one's Finger, and half an Ell tong, with a 
big Head: The Perſons wha attended her, 
to my great Vexation, threw it away. She 
was perfectly cured in a few Days. 


Many Phyſicians look 3 Worms of the 
Body with a Kind of Indifference; and eſteem 
them ſerviceable in conſuming certain Super- 
fluities in our Bodies. | 


But after all, the more they multiply, and 
_ the more they increaſe in Bulk, the more 
Nouriſhment they require. - If in ſuch Caſes 
a ſlender Diet ſhould be order'd, they would 
entirely conſume it; and if that were too 
little to ſuffice, they would prey upon the 
Parts themſelves. ö 


Upon 


La), _ 


r Upon this Conſideration, the beſt Way,is 


MH 
7 to prevent their increaſe, and drive ſuch Ani- * 
0 mals out of the Inteſtines, the Nouriſnment . 
, of whoſe Bodies are the Deſtruction of our * 
d own. TAE | F N 
I | i 
e, Worms of the Stomach and Inteſtines are * 
7 deſtroy'd by Mercury. It not only kills them, i 
$, bur deſtroys the very Seeds of them. This | 
ze all agree to, who have written of Mercury; * 
d and Experience evinces the Truth of it. j | 
n = 
k Almoſt every Thing is full of Worms: A 
a Our Food abounds with them; their Seeds 1 
r, et into our Bodies an infinite Number of- 1 
ne ays. They float in the Blood and other 


Liquors, in all Ages, Sexes and Conſtitutions, 

and devour indifferently what they meet with. 
ne But the Solium feeds on nothing bur Chyic ;. 
m and therefore a Conſumption is an inevitable 
r- Y Concomitant of this Creature. 


* „ — 
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| The Worms of the Stomach and Guts depo = 
ad B fite Seed and Excrements, which mixing with 
re the Chyle, are carried into the Blood, and 
ſes create Fevers of an uncommon Nature, either 
1g by Corruption, or by the Coagulation which 
oo their Acrimony occaſions in the Blood. 


9 A 


14a all theſe: Caſes, I believe nothing is ſo 


effectual as Mercury, on account of its ſepa- 


rating from the Blood, and carrying away a- 
long with it whatſoever is noxious : It pro- 
motes Perſpiration, and by its Percuſſion and 
the Sphericity of its Particles, diſſolves, ſe- 
parates, and ſubtiliſes all Manner of Coagula- 


tions, which may be reckon'd the Source of 
moſt Fevers. | 


In ſhort, whether the febrile Efferveſcence 
be kindled in the Blood by Worms, a wrong 
Uſe of Natural Thing, an ill choſen Diet, or 
the Want of Perſpiration, Mercury overcomes 
all. When it is well kill'd, and its Parts are 
divided as much as poſſible; and in this Con- 
dition is convey'd into the Stomach, it is ea- 
ſily admitted into the lacteal Veins, and con- 
vey'd into the Maſs of Blood. 


Mr. Lewenhboeck has obſerv'd, that the 
Blood conſiſts of globular Particles, as well as 


Mercu y: Wheretore 'twere impoſſible they 


ſhould enter into ſuch Contact with each 
other, 2s to be united. 


The Motion of the Blood, and of the 
Lyn ph that accompanies it, cauſes theſe ſmall 
GloF ules to ſtrike one againſt another; b 
which Shock reiterated, all the Particles _ 

| 0 
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ef the Mercury and the Blood are divided and 
ſubdivided to Infinity: Tis by ſucha Manner 
of Acting, that the Coagulations of the Blood 
are deſtroy'd ; that they are render d the more 
fluid, and leſs liable to occaſion Obſtructions 
in the ſmaller Veſſels. The Globules of Mer- 
cury united with the Lymph, being exceed 
ing ſmooth, and containing, in Proportion to 
their Bulk, a very large pris of Matter, 
ſooner inſinuate themſelves into all Places 
where the Velocity of their Motion carries: 


them; removing all Obſtacles in irs Courſe, . 


and diſperſing every Thing chat is unnaturally 
united; which by the Motion communicated 
to it, is hindred from reuniting, and thus 
diſcharged through one of the Emunctories, 
according to the Inclination of Nature, or 


the Diſpoſition of the Subject. 
| IC J STE 


T heſe Particles being, as T ſaid before, united 
with the Lymph, render it more fluid, pe- 
netrating, active, ſweet, and balſamick, and 
conſequently more fit to increaſe the nutri- 
tious Juice in the ſeveral Parts of the Body. 
and more proper to repair the Loſſes (uſtain'd 
by the Violence of Diſeaſes; taking away at 
the ſame Time, the fatal Cauſes which pro- 
duced them. A | 
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If what I have obſerv'd of Mercury be 
true, it muſt be acknowledg'd that it has No- 
thing in it that is corroſive. If it be capable 
at any Time of aſſuming ſſuch Qualities, it 
muſt be when it is diveſted of its natural Fi- 
gure and Motion. | 


It muſt therefore be the Violence of the 
Fire, which altering its Figure, renders it 
corroſive z which is the Cale when it is in- 
corporated with Salt and Vitriol to make 
corroſive Sublimate. i 


If Mercury may be judged. of from its El- 
fects, ſurely crude Mercury has the beſt Title 
to be call'd Mercurius dulcis ; for that which 
is prepared with Fire, and goes by that Name, 
is capable of uniting with Acids in the Body. 
So that to avoid the Danger of raiſing a pain- 
ful Salivation, it muſt be given bur in ſmall 
Quantities, and that ſeldom : I have known 
the terrible Conlequences of it upon a Lad 
of Diſtinction, who fell a Sacrifice to this 
Remedy. Re rk oh | 


W hen crude Mercury enters into the Body 
by Frictions or Fumigations, it mixes 
with the Lymph; but then it penetrates 
alſo into the Veins and Arteries, where 


as the Friction extends; ſo that they will in- 


PO _e 
it ſtrikes againſt the arterial Blood, with 
a Direction contrary to the Courſe of it, 
and acts upon it in the Manner of a Bank, 
or Damm. e (2s „ 


If the Blood and Spirits yield to ſuch a 
Shock, their Motion muſt of Neceſſity be 
much weaken'd, and even ſuppreſs'd as far 


evitably ſtand ſtill, or move backwards: This 
Struggle therefore muſt produce ſuch Symp- 
roms as always attend an impeded Circulation, 
which I have ſeen many Inſtances of 


If it enters the Pores of the ſmall nervous 
Fibres which terminate at the Skin, it will 
farther penetrate into the Trunks of the 
Nerves, and obſtruct the Courſe of the ani- 
mal Spirits, and occaſion a Palſy. 


Theſe Effects are not produced by crude 
Mercury : *Tis the Manner of applying it, 
which occaſions theſe Extravagancies, beſides 
many more which I could mention. 


The Difference then is plain between crude 
Mercury tranſmitted through the Pores of the 
Skin, and taken by the Mouth ; for in this 
latter Way it intimately mixes with what it 
finds in the Stomach and Chyle; it my 


61358) 
the Blood, and follows the natural and volun- 
tary Motion of it, which it renders more fluid 
320 ſubtile, by deſtroying the Obſtacles which 
oppoſe its Paſſage. All this is effected with 


the utmoſt Gentleneſs and Expedition, with- 


out Conſtraint, Agitation, or Tumult. 


Acid Spirits injected into the Veins, occa- 


ſion terrible Symptoms, yet they are ſervice- 
able when taken in by the Mouth. 


| The Viper, which. tranſmits its Poiſon in- 
to the Blood through a Puncture of the Skin, 


and excites ſuch fatal Symptoms, is of no ill 


Conſequence if eaten, but render'd wholſome 


by the Ferment of the Stomach. 


Some Perſons have endeavour'd to explode 
the Uſe of crude Mercury, by bringing thoſe 
Accidents upon the Stage which attend the 
Workers in mercurial Mines. | 


Mr. Lemery is of Opinion, that the Palſy, 


which affects theſe People, is produced from 


the Sulphurs which ariſe from the Mercury ; 
which entering the Pores, do fix in the 
Nerves, and obſtruct the Paſſage of the ani- 
mal Spirits. 15 HG 


If his Notion is right, there is then great 
\ Reaſon indeed to apprehend bad Conſequen- 
; | ces 


("159 ) 
ces from Frictions, and eſpecially Fumiga» 


tions. has 


There is no Abſurdity in believing that 
thoſe Workmen, being continually ſurrounded 
with the volatile Vapours of Mercury, draw 
it in with the Air at their Noſtrils; preſently 
after which they are elevated 'till they meer 
with Oppoſition from the internal Convex 
Part of the Cranium, whoſe Pores they can- 
not penetrate, and then fall down again, like 
Water in a boiling Pot; when ſtopp'd by the 
Lid. Theſe Vapours being at length united, 
from ſmall Gtobules, which drop down a- 
gain by their own proper Weight toward the 
Baſis of the Cranium, and compreſs the Nerves 
in their Origine, and thus occaſion a Pally. 
Lhe ſame Thing happens to Gz/ders ſor the 
ame Reaſon, but more frequently ; for the 

ake Uſe of Mercury over a Fire, which 
elevates it more eaſily, ſo that they breathe in 
the very Subſtance of it. g 


Thus it appears, that this is not the Effect 
of any ill Quality of Mercury, but an Acci- 
dent produced by the Compreſſion of a diffe- 
rent Body. | - 


, 


At the Time that I was Surgeon- Major of 


the Hoſpitals: of Briancon and Oulx, we had 


at a fayourable Seaſon of the Year, many” 
| | HE + yenes. 
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venereal Patients under a Salivation: I 
could not obſerve that the Boys who were 
appointed to attend- them, and who con- 
ſtantly ſlept with them, ever received the 


leaſt Inconvenience by breathing in the 


mercurial Vapours. 


Thad a Captain under my Care at Brian- 
en in a FVolvulus, whom I prevail'd upon to 
ſwallow two Pounds of crude Mercury, which 
remain'd ſix whole Days in his Body, with- 
out doing him the leaſt Harm: And it is ob- 
{ervable, that ſuch Perſons-as have leaden Balls 
lying in their Limbs for many Years, and 


often for their whole Lives, never feel any 


Inconveniencies on that Score. 


But after all this, it is not an eaſy Task to 


convince Mankind that crude Mercury is no 


ways miſchievous. Many believe it an abſo- 
lute Poiſon, and even affirm it to be the C auſe 


ofUlcers of the Throat in Salivations; and 


if they ſpeak ſo favourably of it, as not to ſay 


that it is corroſive of itſelf, yet will they main- 


tain that it becomes ſo when blended with 
the venereal Acids: This Opinion has been 


received and advanc'd by very famous Au- 


1 think, however, that the contrary may 
eaſily be ſupported by the Help of a little 
Reflection, "1 nl 


Cart ef” ON da OR. A 


the Notion I have of t 
Acids contain'd in the pocky Ferment: Mer- 
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The Ulcers attending the Throat of Per- 
ſons under Salivations, 9 according to 
e Matter, from the 


cury diſlodges it, ſets it in Motion, and con- 
veys it along with the Lymph, till it has 
procur'd it ſome favourable Iſſue, either by 
the Mouth, by Stool, Urine, or Perſpira - 
tion. | 


It muſt be conſider'd, that in Salivations, 
the acrimonious and corroſive Acids of the 
Virus, which are diſtributed throughout the 
whole Maſs of Fluids ; as likewiſe thoſe 
which are congeſted in Nodes, Puſtules, 


Glands, Chancres, or Ulcers, are all convey'd . 


into the ſalivary Canals, ſo that they may be 
diſcharged at the Mouth. Theſe being thus 
reunited, tis natural enough that they ſhould 
make Impreſſions on ſuch delicate Parts as 
the Throat and the Mouth, and ſhould la- 
cerate, cut, and ulcerate them, by the Quan- 
tity of thefe ſharp and corroſive little Bodies, 
without the Mercury's having any Share in 
the Matter, more than of giving them Motion 
fufficient in order to the obtaining their Diſ- 
charge. 


| Mercury, when fent into the Body by 
Friction, gives to Part of the Liquors - dif- 
3 ferent 
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muſt circulate peaceably with them, 2 
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ferent Turn from what they had before, as [ 
have already remarked, and acts from the 
Circumference toward the Center, and deter- 
mines the Lymph towards the Head and 
Throat, which becomes ſwoln by the large- 
neſs of the Quantity pour'd in upon it from 
almoſt all Parts of the Body; and it being too 
much to be contain'd in the Cavities ot the 
Veſſels, the Orifices of the ſalivary Ducts 


open and dilate, and ſo yield a Paſſage to this 


Abundance of the lymphatick Humour. But 
dhe Mercury having not circulated according 


to the natural Courſe of the Lymph, it is 


impoſſible that it ſhould by any rolling Mo- 
tion, break or deſtroy the Points of the Acids, 
which therefore occaſion very troubleſome and 
painful Ulcers, and Lacerations in the Throat 


And Mouth, 


The only Motion which the Lymph. and 
Mercury have on this Occaſion, is a ſimple 
Sublimation upwards, ſo that ſhould the ſa- 
livary Canals be totally ſtopt up, the Pa- 


tient muſt be ſuffocated. It appears then, 


that in ſuch 3 Conjuncture, the Mercury 
and Lymph are as it were in a State of Reſt; 
that the ſuhſequent Evacuation, and the run- 
ning off of the Lymph and Mercury makes 
no Alteration in the Order of their Situation. 


If Mercury deſtroys the Points of Acids, it 


con- 


A tr . 2 
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continued and reiterated Motion; which never 
happens when it is received into the Maſs of 
Blood by Frictions or Furmigations, nor by 
any Preparation of Mercury, be it what it 
will. When the Criſis after Frictions is de- 
termin'd by Stool or Urine, the Mercury 
would make terrible havock if join'd with 
Acids; Ulcers of the Anus, Bladder, and 
Urethra would be the inevitable Conſequences 
of ſuch a Union, which however do never 
happen. * 


If crude Mercury was capable of ws Se 
with Acids, bad Symproms would appear at- 
ter Frictions, by the Quantity admitted into 
the Body. Thoſe to whom I have given it 
by the Mouth for above fix Months toge- 
ther, as in ſcrophulous Cafes, where Acids 
abound, would, if ſuch a Union were poſſible, 
have undoubredly been ſenſible of ſome Hear, 
or Excoriation z which Complaint I never met 
with. 3 


Mercury when it is ſublimed, muſt be in 
a State of Reſt, ſo that the Fire which is un- 
der it, may lay hold on its round Particles 
to raiſe them with itſelf, which is the Caſe 
when it is made uſe of by Gilders. 


When erude Mercury is taken by the 
Mouth, altho' its Particles are exceedingly 
ſubrile 
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ſubtile and divided, notwithſtanding the Pur- 
gatives with which it is mixed, it is ſoon 
communicated to the Liquors, and is in per- 
petual Motion; for which Reaſon it cannot 
5 ſublimed: The Warmth of the Body helps 
to animate and increaſe its Motion, and cauſes 
it to penetrate every where; it never quits 
the Liquors with which it is mix'd, but in 
getting to the Emunctories. 


Men of very great Skill, who have no con- 
ſummate Knowledge of Mercury, are of O- 
pinion that ſome Pounds of it may be taken 
a the Mouth, as in a Yolvoulus, without any 
ill Conſequence; but that it is very dangerous 

iven in a leſſer Quantity, becauſe that then 
it may ſublime by the Heat of the Body: 
This Opinion has prevailed with a great 


Number of Perſons, and yet nothing can be 


more falſe. 


M. le Duc, a Phyſician, whom I men- 
tion'd before, obſery'd at Smyrna, that moſt 
of the Women that were deſirous of looking 
handſome and freſh coloured, did frequently 


ſwallow two Drams of crude Mercury with» 
out any Mixture. 


When ſome Pounds of it are taken inward- 
ly, if it meets with no Obſtacle in the Inteſ- 
tines, it quickly paſſes through, nn. 

£ N ſame 
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farae Weight it had when it was taken. When 
it is ſwallowed in a ſmall Quantity, it remains 
2 longer time /in the Body, and drives into 
the Inteſtines whatſaeever it meets with in the 
Stomach, that is greaſy, viſcous, and acid: 
It acts in the ſame Manner in the Inteſtines, 
mixes with the Subſtances, and rolls alo 

with them, ſo that it cannot be ſublimed, but 
carries along with it whatever is capable of 


rendering the Blood acrimonious, altering the 


Ferments of the Stomach, or cauſing a bad 
Digeſtion. = 


Some Perſons have wrongfully conceived a 
Prejudice againſt it, and ſay that ſome People 
were attack'd with ſuch and ſuch Complaints 


upon the Uſe of it, therefore it is undoubted- 


ly dangerous : And ſome there are who can- 
not even bear the very Name of it; and 
would imagine themſelves poiſoned, ſhould 
the leaſt Quantity of it enter their Bodies. 


This Error is received by a Set of prejudi- 
ced Perſons, who, though otherwiſe well 
qualified, judge and determine concerning the 


Effects of Mercury, without diſtinguiſhing 


in what manner it ought to be uſed ; which 
notwithſtanding makes a very conſiderable 
Difference. i 


If 
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If what I have ſaid before be ſeriouſly con- 
l and what I ſhall ſay hereafter, it will 
appear that Mercury ought to be taken by 
the Mouth, juſt as Providence has given it 
us, or mix'd with gentle Purgatives. 


It will alſo appear, that it can at no Time 
become corroſive, but when the Action of 
Fire deprives it of its Form and Motion; for 
then it may be link'd and loaded with Acids, 
and conſtitute a ſort of Sublimate by ſuch a 
Mixture. 


Tho' crude Mercury is infinitely diviſible, 
yet its moſt ſubtile Parts, even in Vapour, 
never lofe the Rotundity of their Figure; 
they can never, withour the Violence of Fire, 
become pointed, hooked, or keen; therefore 
they can neither lay hold of, or be held by 
any thing, as long as they retain their ſperi- 


cal Figure, and continue poliſhed and ſmooth ; 


and the Heat of the Body is not ſufficient to 


produce any Alteration on even the moſt fine 
and ſubtile of its Parts. 


In the Ebullition and Fermentation which 
it undergoes when it is mixed with Spirit of 
Nitre, Ag. fortis, and other Spirits, its Parts are 
only divided and render'd imperceptible, their 
ſpherical Figure is no ways deſtroy'dz a Proof 
of which is that thcle Spirits are render'd leſs 

pungent 


pungent and corroſive by the Mixture 3 
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which ſhews that crude Mercury may be wit 
great Juſtice called Mercurius dulcis. 
| | a 1 
I might ſatisfy my ſelf with relating the 
ſalutary Effects which crude Mercury has pro- 
duced within my Knowledge, without ex- 
plaining the Mechaniſm of its Action, in 
which 'tis (probable I may but indifferent! 
ſucceed, having no chymical Principles to 
aſſiſt me; but what has occur'd to my Con- 
ception from mere Nature. However, I 
was of Opinion, that by ſhewing in what 
Manner it acts in the Body, I might diſpel 
the Fears that have been raiſed of it, ſo that 
it might no longer be taken for a Poiſon, but 
ſor the moſt gentle and ſovereign of all Re- 
medies. Thus I have uſed my utmoſt En- 
deavour in the Juſtification of Mercury; and 
to make it appear, that it is a Friend to Na- 


ture, and an Enemy to Diſeaſes; that by an I 
admirable Mechaniſm, it diſſolves, abſorbs, = 
drives out, deſtroys and corrects all vicious i 


and heterogene Matter; that not only taken 
by the Mouth, but worn externally, its effluvia 
are capable of ſecuring the Body againſt ma- 
lignant and infectious Air. 5 


All Authors who have writ of the Pęſti- 
lence, believe its Cauſe to be a Coagulation 
of the Blood 3; if this Opinion be true, what 
I Remedy 
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Remedy can be more proper than crude Me- 


M. le Begue, in his Treatiſe upon the 
Plague of Marſeille, ſays, that it has its Ori- 
ginal from a Multitude of the Eggs of Worms 
which infect the Saliva, the Food, the Chyle, 
the nervous Juice, and finally, the ſolid 
Parts; that theſe Eggs are hatched by the 
Heat of the Stomach, and then the young 
Worms do greedily devour a good Part of 
the Aliments, by which they increaſe to a 
certain Size; and then excite the firſt Symp- 
toms of the Peſtilence. _ 


Theſe Worms are carried along with the 
Chyle, into the Blood, where they hinder 
Circulation. 


According to this Syſtem, nothing can be 
more proper to deſtroy theſe Worms, than 
Mercury. In a Tranſlation of J. James Scheu- 
chen, he propoſes Ethiops Mineralis, a Pre- 
ende of Mercury, in the Peſtilence: He 

ys, that according to the famous M. Boyle, 
the Peſtilence ſeldom attacks Perſons who 
live in the Neighbourhood of Mercurial 
Mines. Upon Conſideration that Mercury 
is extremely volatile, and emits more effluvia 
= than any other Metal, I am of Opinion that 
* -2 Body, prepar'd with my Mercury, or 6: 15 
'n „ | : other 
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other like it, which alſo carried about it little 
Bags of Mercury on the Sternum, and near the 


Air by the Atmo 
ſurrounding it. 
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Emunctories, would be defended from infectious 


— 


phere of mercurial Vapour 


If chere are Eggs in the Caſe, as in all Ap- 
pearance there are, they. muſt be round, as 
well as the volatile Particles of the Mercury, 


and therefore cannot unite. In the Collifion 
of theſe ſmall ſpherical Bodies, thoſe of the 
Mercury having the greateſt Solidity, mult 

break in Pieces or diſſipate the others. 


S 


Thoſe who reje& this way of reaſoning, 
may have recourſe to Antipathy, and then 
They'll be ſure to meet with Matter enough 
to employ themſelves. 


Theſe mercurial Vapours have the ſame 
influence over the contagious Particles of the 
Small- Pox. I know ſeveral Perſons who 


make Uſe of no other Preſervative: Why 
then may it not have the ſame Effect on the 
peſtilential Vapour? They differ but in re- 


gard to More or Leſs. 


The Arabian Phyſicians have confounded 


theſe two Diſeaſes together, and many others 


have followed their Examples. Various Au- 
ee . __ thors 


I 


1 . 
thors have fix'd the Cauſe of the Small- Pox 
to a Heap of the Eggs of Worms hatch'd 
in the Body; that the Puſtles are full of theſe 


little Worms, which gnaw away the Skin, 


and ſo leave their Marks behind them; that 
theſe Eruptions are analogous to thoſe of the 
Peſtilence ; that the perſpired Matter in thoſe 


infected with this. Diſtemper is four, and fo 


is their Breath, which ſmells of Worms, and 
is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, only the Seeds of Worms, 
which communicates the Diſeaſe to all Per- 
ſons that are ncar. 1 


T bis Syſtem which carries with it greater 


Probability than any other which has been 


advanced upon the Subject, juſtifies the Uſe 
of Mercury, as an internal Specific, and as 
a Preſervative, when worn on the Surface of 


| the Body. 7 


A moſt illuſtrious Sovereign Prince has 
worn it about him more than fifty Years, to 


| 9 8 him from this Diſeaſe: He is now a- 


ove Fourſcore, and never had it. 
IL always wear Mercury about me: I am an 
old Man, yet never had the Diſeaſe. 


Theſe two Diſtempers are not only ones 
which Worms produce: Many learned Men 
believe, that more cutaneous Diſeaſes ariſe 
from Worms, or the Seeds of n. — 
; | c 


a A . 
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well as malignant Fevers. According to Ni. 
cholas 1 4 70 the Peſtilence, venereal Ma- 


ladies, and all Manner of epidemical Diſeaſes 
are occaſion'd by Worms, which are a cer- 


rain Deſtruction to the Subject, unleſs ſome 
ſpecifick Remedy intervenes. Nothing is 
-then more proper than Mercury, to cure the 


Peſtilence, Small-Pox, and all Diſeaſes pro- 
duced by Worms, as it deſtroys the Putre- 


faction which hatches them, and diſſolves the 


Coagulations which are reckon'd inſeparable 


from theſe Diſorders : Languors and Weak» 
neſſes are the ordinary Concomitants of epi- 


demical Diſeaſes, which are the more certain 


Marks of Coagulation. N 


Diſſolutions ſometimes accompany theſe 
Diſeaſes, but it is very ſeldom: And there is 
no Difficulty in diſtinguiſhing theſe Cauſes 
one from another, by the Symptoms. 


Mr. Newton, in a Treatiſe of the Peſtilence 
printed at Utrecht, aſſerts that Worms are 
the Cauſe of the Peſtilence, that they fix in 
Cloaths, Linnen, &c. where they multiply 
and live a long Time, that when one wears 
ſuch Cloaths, or opens ſuch Packs, Cc. as 
abound with them, they expand a Sort of lit- 
tle Wings, and fly into the internal Parts of 
the Body. dis | 
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This Opinion, which to moſt Men af 
Learning appears highly probable, ſhews that 
the Remedy which J propoſe is better a- 
dapted to the Nature of the Diſtemper than 
any other, whether Worms, or a Coagulation 
of the Blood, or both, be its eſſential Cauſe, 
to examine into. Mrs. Chicoineau, Verm, 
and Soulier, Phyſicians deputed by the Court 
i for the Peſtilence at Marſeille, are of Opini- 
on, that the Peſtilential Virus is not, of it 


| ſelf contagious, but only with Regard to the 
4 Diſpoſition of the Subjects. Admitting this 

. Syſtem, the Remedy which 1 8 05 is 
þ ſufficient to correct ſuch ill Diſpoſitions; and 
1 J would not ſcruple to make Uſe of the A- | 


.-2 mulet, where it but to delude the Imagination, 
and to procure a Tranquility, by diſſipating 


8 . | | - Ai: 
id the Fears which alone are capable of kindling 
i} the Diſeaſe. | 


'F - Theſe Gentlemen will perſiſt in it, that the 
2 Plague and Small- pox have a near Affinity to 
1 each other, that their Symptoms are almoſt 
the ſame, that what we call the Maſter-Pock, 


x is a Sort of Bubo, or Carbuncle, and that 
* both theſe Diſeaſes terminate in cuticular E- 
tions. 1 


The very judicious M. Cicognini has aſſured 
me, that in Zraly it is cuſtomary to wear crude 
2 * WAY of 
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bout them to prevent the Jaundice. 
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Mercury as a Preſervative againſt noxious 


Vapours; and that the Women carry it a- 


— 


A Gentleman of Veracity and Diſtinction 
rold me, that his Mother was afflicted with 
very ſevere Attacks of a Jaundice, accompanied 
with Delirium and Convulſions almoſt every 
Month; and that being one Day in this ſad 
Condition, two Capuchins came to viſit her, 
who ſent for ſome crude Mercury, and hung 
it in a proper Box on her Sternum; upon 
which her Symptoms ſoon diſappeared 3, and 
the wore it eighteen Months without any Re- 
rurn of her Diforder, but having loſt it, ſhe 
relapſed into the ſame Diſtemper : Thar ſhe 
cauſed more of the Medicine to be incloted 
for her, which ſhe wore all the remaining 
Part of her.Life, withour any other Attack. 


What may be inferred from all this? If 1 
the mere Vapour of two or tliree Drams of NY 1 
Mercury are ſufficient to re-eſtabliſh a Calm | 
in the whole Economy, 'labouring under ſuch 9 
Symptoms, and is able to prevent their re— \Þ 
turn; what may not be expected from it, 1 
taken in Subſtance, being mix'd with gentle v 
Purgatives, which evacuate nothing but what 3 
is vicious, and ſuperfluous, without diſcharging 
the wholſome Humours, which is Truth in 
effect, notwithſtanding it may purge more 
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3 LD... 
or leſs according to theDiſpoſition of the Sub- 
jects? Mercury communicates it ſelf to the- 
Chyle, the Blood, and finally ro the Lymph, 
with which it aſſociates, and as I have al- 
ready obſerv'd,. accompanies it in all Parts of 
the Body; and when it is arrived at the 
Pores of the Skin, its volatile Parts eſcape in 
a mercurial Perſpiration, which meeting with 
the Vapour of that which is worn externally 
forms an Atmoſphere capable of invironing 
the Body, and mundifying and clearing away 


whatſoever is vicious, malignant, and epide- 


mical in the Air we breathe: Thus is one. 
Part of the Mercury which is taken at the 
Mouth, . voided. by Stool, another Part cir- 


culates with the Lymph, and the other is 


carried off by Perſpiration, 


The Stomach, according to the Opinion 
of fame of the Ancients as well as Moderns, 
is the Seat of almoſt all Diſeaſes ; it is likewiſe 
this Organ which receives the Remedies de- 
Gigned for their cure. Z 


W hen they are conveyed: into this Part, 
they mult of neceflity. be mixed and blended 
with Ferments, which according to their Qua- 
lities, will render them either hurtful or 
ulcl:is. 1 , 
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Be it as it wi, this Mixture increafed or dimi- 


niſhed, will always alter the Virtue of the Re- 


medy, and frequently render its Effects bad or 
uncertain.. | 


It has not the ſame Power over Mercury - 
it remains unaltered in the Stomach, nothing 
is able to reſtrain or mix with it; its ſepa- 
rated volatile Particles unite with the Blood 
alone, changing neither their Form nor Na-- 
ture. The Heat of the Body is not ſuffi- 
cient to ſublime it; it continues the ſame z- 
and having. circulated in the Maſs of Blood, 
in order to attack and deſtroy the moſt dan- 

erous Enemies of ir, it retires in the ſame 
orm it enter'd, excepting that Part of it 
which goes off by Perſpiration- 


All. this is performed inſenſibly, without 
Tumult, Struggling: or Pain. It diſſolves 


the thick and viſcuous Matter which it meets 


with in the Stomach and Inteflines, and de- 


ſtroys by its Percuſſion. and the Motion of 


its Particles, all the indigeſted Matters which 
are collected on. the Membranes, and gives 
them a Fluidity fit for Secretion : That 
which is mixed with the Blood, produces 
the ſame Effect in all Places to which the 
Lymph is convey'd ; removes all the Obſta- 
cles which oppoſe the Current of the Li- 
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By its Figure it opens, diſſipates, divides, 
and diſconcerts all unnatural Unions in rhe 
Body. | . 


Thefe divided and broken Matters are all 
conducted by a kind of Criſis, ro the Emunc- 
tories of the Body: And thus it is that F 
explain my Notions of the Actions of Mer- 
eury in the Stomach, Iateſtines and Liquors, 


It is certain that all the heterogene Matters 


which the Mercury has diflodged and broken, 


do follow the ordinary Courle and Motionof 
the Fluids. — 
The more groſs and thick Ports are con- 
N 2 into the Inteſtines, as uſeleſs and ſuper- 
UOUs. | FD 


"The more ſubtile Parts are ſent to the ex- 
cretory Glands z and by the Rapidity of the 
Motion which the Mercury has communi- 
- cated ro them, they go off by Perſpiration, 
and drag along with them whatſoever is viei- 
ous or foreign in the Glands. | 
All this is done by the M 
in the Veſſels, and circulates with the Fluids: 
But as the nutricious Juice, muſt of necefiny 


expand it ſelf every where; and that 125 
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Mercury which is 
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Juice or Balm of the Blood muſt be impreg» 
nared with Mercury, it cannot avoid ſtriking 
againſt rhe Acids which are colle&ed in 
the Pores of the Membranes, in Sciatica'sg 
Rheumatiſms, and other Pains of the muſcu- 
lar Parts? 8-16 | 


Mercury muſt therefore break off their 
Roints, and by its Motion and Figure deſtroy 
them; nothing in Nature being capable of 
producing the lame Effect. 


Behold then- how Mercury comes to by 
an Alſorbent and a Diſſolvent. 8 ; 


It abſorbs, without loading it ſelf with A. 
eids, or any other Subſtance; and it diſſolves- 
without having the leaſt Degree of Heat. 

+ A Lord of the firſt Qgality in our 
Court, who: honours me with his Friendſhip, 
was pleaſed to read over my Treatiſe on Mer- 
cury in M muſeript, ſtarted to me a very jus 
dicious Objection, which gave Oecaſion to- 
the ſhort Diſcourſe which Lam going. to ſub» 
Join.” | ork: e 


You aſſert, ſays he, that crude: Mercury 
is communicated to the Blood and Liquors 3 
and yet as ſoon as it gets into the Stomach, 

157 . 
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4 Le Marquis de Rivarole, | 
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incorporated with your Pills, they are diffoly'd: 
The Mercury then quitting the Ingredients 


with which it was mixed, all its divided Particles 


reunite and form a Globe, which cannot re- 
main long in the Stomach, but paſſing the 
Pylorus, enters the Inteſtines, and is diſcharged 
by the Anus; ſo that none ot this Mercury 
can enter- into the Maſs of Blood by the 
A | b 


I agree, reply'd I, that the Pills are ſoon 
Hiſſolv'd by the Humidity of the Stomach, 
ahd the warm Liquor in which they are 
fwallow'd. But then it muſt be conſidered, 
that the Mercury is very minutely divided 


in the Pills; that during the Time of their 


Diſſolution, the Degree of Heat which is in 
the Stomach, is exactly ſufficient to evapo- 


rate the moſt volatile Particles of the Mercury: 


Which quit theSubſtances that with-held them, 
and infinuate themſelves into the Orifices of the 
lacteals Veins, whoſe Figure is exactly adapted 


to receive them; thus are they carried 


into the Blood, and move with it in its Cir- 
culation. What makes me Conjecture this 


to be true, is that have I. obſerved, that in 
Subjects where the Stomach is loaded with 


a viſcous Matter, which lines its internal Mem- 
©, brane, and cloſes up the Orifices of the lacteal 


Veſſels; theſe little Globules- dene 


: themlelyes during the Time of the Difſolu- 


as nes AA - it. « nd 


tion, 
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; tion, and not being able to enter the Veſſels, 
ö do ſtrike againſt this Matter, divide, ſubtiſiſe 
1 and looſen them: By this Concuſſion and 
ö the Weight of the Matter which falls to 
the Bottom of the Stomach, a gentle Vo- 
| miting is ſometimes excited, much to the Pa- 
tient's Advanta but it is ſeldom more 
' Bose 


than the firſt which . this Ef- 
fect. 
Y Whether it 4 occaſion'd by this Matter” 
5 or not, it is certain that the ſubtile Particles 
. of Mercury are ſoon communicated to the 


: Maſs of Blood. The ſudden Effects of it: 
1 in Tumours, Obſtructione, the Gravel, Gout, 
R Sciatica, Rheumatiſm, 2 and all cutaneou s. 
' Diſeaſes are ſufficient to convince as of this. 


For the more clear Underſtanding the Sub- 
tility of the volatile Particles of Mercury, 


** - 4 — % 
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we need only conſider the Minuteneſs of the 
4 Ramificationꝭ of the ſanguirerous and lympha- ll 
4 tick Veſſels,” into which it inſinuates itſelf, | 
2 and mixes with thoſe Liquors. | 1 
$ 4 
l An Anatomiſt ſhew'd me ſeveral Mem- U 
be. * brats ſome of which were as fine as a Spi- „ 
4 der's Web, whoſe Veſſels he had injected 9 
1 with ſo great Art that I was aſtoniſhed ar 


his Dexterity and Patience: By the Aſſiſtance = 
of a Microſc cope an infinite Number of ſinall | 
f % 


* 
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. Veſſels might be diſcerned within the Com- 
pals. of four Fingers -breadth, two hundred 
of which, if put together, would. ſcarce ex- 


ir. 


ceed the Magnitude of a. 


By this. appears the Neceſſity of keeping 
the Humours in a fluid State, how eaſily Co- 
agulations, Impediments, and Obſtructions 
may be formed. 1 
It will occaſion no Supriz- that: I aſſert, 
that the ſubtile Particles of the Mercury pene- 
trate into the fineſt Ramifications of the 
Veſſels, fince Mercury incloſed in a Quill 
fcal'd up, will nevertheleſs perſpire and e- 
{cape through the Pores of. the Quill,, which 
are utterly imperceptible. 


The 44. Hermelica ſhiows the Subtility of 
the volatile Particles of Mercury ;, which al- 
though it be boiled ever ſo many times in the 
Water, and the Water be impregnated with its 
ſubtile Particles, yet is its Weight not ſenſibly 
diminiſhed. 5 : 


I have heard, though never made the Ex- 
periment, that if a Perſon keeps the End of 
bis Finger on crude Mercury a good while 

together, holding in his Mouth, at the ſame 
ume a Piece of Gold ; the Gold ſhall there- 
by alter its Colour, without any perceptible 
Diminution of the Mercury. Theſe, 
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Theſe are Evidences of its prodigious Vo- 


_ htility, and that nothing but Gold can retain 
its ſubtile Particles; whether the Figure of the 


Pores of that Metal be diſpoſed to receive it, 
which ſeems. moſt probable, or that there is a 
certain Analogy between theſe two Metals 
which conſtrains them to attrack each other. 
It penetrates the cuticular Pores, with as little 
Difficulty, inſinuating and communicatin 

itſelf internally. It is notorious, and? too of= 
ten happens, that mercurial Applications, de- 
ſigned for the Diſſolution of FTumours, do 


raiſe Salivations, to the Surprize of the Practi- 
tioner, who will be ſure for the future to 
make uſe of them with greater Caution than 


before. 
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It may be objected, that Mercury worn 8 I 


trating with great Facility... 


It is true that it penetrates, that it renders _ 


the Lymph. more fluid, and conſequently oc- 


caſions the Perſon to ſpit more eaſily and* 
more copiouſly : It has produced this Effect, 
upon my ſelf and others; but this Evacua- 
tion is beneficial and falutary, and cannot be 


called a Salivation. 
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* 
A, 


1 


| * 7 a This 


by way of Amulet ſhould, for the ſame Re- 
ſon, produce the ſame Effect, and eſpeciallß 
ſince ſo . Vapour is capable of pene- 
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5 


This ſimple Vapour has neither Subſtance: 
nor Force ſufficient to check the Courſe of 
the Blood: It is a kind of ſubtile Fume, . 
which gives Way without Reſiſtance, which 
penetrates the Liquor without ſtruggle, and 
follows their natural Motion, and which fi- 
nally can never produce any noxious Effect. 


On the contrary, when it is applied exter- 
nally in Unguents or Plaiſters, it is admitted 
through the Pores in Subſtance ;z and is then 
capable of oppoling' the natural Courſe of the 
Fluids, as far as it extends; which in ſome. 
Subjects frequently excites a Sublimation and a 
real Salivation. | ek 
It may be ſaid, that the Elevation of the 
volatile Particles of Mercury: from the Sto- 
mach, is a Sublimation; and yet I have ſaid 
that it cannot be ſublimed in the Body, 
when taken at the Mouth: Here ſeems to 
be a Contradiction. | 


The Obſervations which J have made on 
Mercury, when taken at the Mouth, could 
never perſuade me, that it could be ſo far 
ſublimed as to riſe up to the Head, which 1 
call a real Sublimation: except in a few 
very particular Caſes; for Example, that of 
Refer |, © « 
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1 50 ue that its reha Particles 
may be ſo far elevated in the Stomach, as to 
mix with the Chyle after Digeſtion, and be 
conveyed” ages ir tigte ile Er N mw” 
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| When! it enter theſe Cena Veins; lit por- 
ſues its Courſe with the Chyle, and is then no 
longer ſuſceptible of Sublimation, being mix- 
ed with a Fluid Ven, ſerves it as a: Vehicle, 


V 1 % 


This Objection "bs been al theſe 
Remarks, which have carried me a little 
from my Subje&. © n 


The Criſis excited 57 FriQions, which is = 
made by the Mouth, cannot be I which i = 
without ſtraining the Frame of Nature: It 
is ſhameful, odious, painful and dangerous; 
and requires the moſt diligent Artendance and 
Precaution. To procure the defired Benefit 
from a Salivation, it muſt be carried to Ex- 
"ceſs. If the Patient be weak, you muſt. re- 
ſtrain his Flux, and in thus favouring him, 
your End is Joſt. All that you have done, 
and he has undergone, will make the Extir⸗ 

„ Mane of the Diſeaſe more difficult and ob- 
inate. 
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Theſe imperfe& Cures add Strength. and 
Vigour te the Virus, the Patient becomes 
diſheartened, and unwilling to expoſe him- 


ſelf a ſecond. time to the Uncertainty and 


Danger of ſuch. a Method; and ſhould the 
Flux be raiſed to ſuch a Degree as is requiſite 
to- exterminate the Diſeaſe, he is then in _ 
% Peril of ſinking under it. 


Ir i is a Violation of the Moutt to ſubje ct 


it to a Function {0 dilagrecable, and 900 un- 
n of it. 1 at 


It ſhould ſeem to me more conformebile 65 
Reaſon and Nature, to chuſe out in its ſtead 


an Emunctory which Nature has defiga'd 1 


450 moſt vile and abject Offices. 


The Inteſtines and Anus, are the proper 
Outlets to the Filth. of the Body: Reaſon 
directs the ſame Road to me when I under- 
take the Cure cf Venereal Diſorders with 
my Mercury, as likewiſe of all other Diſtem- 
Pen which ariſe from Acids. 


This Mercury being 880 with Purga- 


tives, the. whole is determined by Stool; it 
being taken at repeated Intervals, the former 
Doſes are Preparatives to thoſe which ſuc- 


ee; they begin to effect a Diſſolution of 


the 
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( 1 $5 ) , LY | 
the Humours, apd the ſubſequent ones do 
with Eaſe procure them to be evacuated.” 
Thus you have a kind of Flux by the 4 
nus, which may be continued at Pleaſure, 
and I have many Reaſons to believe it pre- 
ſerable to the other. hora 4H 
It will be found extreamly cemmodious 
for ſuch Perſons as deſire a Cure to be 
wrought in the utmoſt Privacy, or Reſtrie- 
tion from their uſual Way of living: It will 
anſwer both theſe Ends, and the Cure will 
be performed without the leaſt Danger, in a 
gentle and eaſy manner. * 


The bad Preparations of Mercury, uſed in» 
ternally, and the ſmall Advantage accruing from 
them, have brought Salivations into Vogue: 
Thoſe who have been cured by this Method, 
have extolled the Excellence of this Reme- 
dy 3 thoſe who have died under it could 
dell no Fales, and thofe who have failed in 
Cure, bave thought proper to decry it, be- 
lieving that their Diſorder was above the 
Reach of Mercury. And indced the. different 
Opinion of Phy ſicians concerning its Virtues, 
Nature and Uſe, raiſed a Multitude of Doubts 
for want of underſtanding it rightly. - ; 


Some 
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Some praiſe, and others eondemn it: One 
is for giving it crude, another looks upon it 
oiſon unprepared. - It has been diſ- 
guiſed under various Forms, yet when you: 
deprive it of irs Figure and Motion, you rob it: 
of its Force and Pies: i | 


When taken at the Mouth, in the Man- 
ner I give it, the Impurities of the Body are 


diſcharged the ſame Way with the Excre- 


ments. by 


- The Inteſtines, to anfwer theſe Ends with- 


out Pain, are lined with a Mucilage which 


defends them from being ſtimulated by the 
acid, bilious, and corroſiyve Matter, which 


paſſes through them in order to be diſcharged: 


And for this Reaſon it is, that the venereal 
Firns, evacuated this Way, produces no miſ- 
chievous Conſequences. . | 


I ſhall doubtleſs be told, that Part of the 
mercurial Vapour which F-ſuppoſle to inviron 


the Body, mixing with the Air we breathe, 
muſt. of neceſſity, be inſpired into the Lungs. 


This is indiſputably certain and inevitable; 
but it will there perform the Part of a Re- 
medy, and a Preſervative againſt Corruption; 
Will render the Reſpiration eaſy, by dividing 


What 


** 
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Whatever was tenacious in the Lungs; and 
may be uſeful in Af bma's, as J have often ex- 
perienced, though. the Effect will be much 
increaſed by the internal Uſe of it. If it 
ihould happen, which very rarely does, that 
| the Workers in mercurial Mines ſhould be 
ſometimes diſordered, it ſhould, be conſidered. 
that they work under Ground, Where the 
Air, is extremely loaded with volatile Mercury, 
and that they hardly breathe any thing elle : 
However, great Numbers continue their 
whole Lives, in thoſe Places, without receiving 


1 


the leaſt Damage. * 


Thoſe who have no ill Apprehenſions of 
Mercury, but with, Regard to the Salivation 
which. it raiſes, may lay that Fear aſide when 


* 


| | 

| they take it rightly prepared; it being check'd 

| LP En, from doing any Miſchief, and N 9 

may be taken for a Year together with the Tl 
utmoſt Safety. K 5 1 

| Therefore being fully convinced of its good 

E Effects from Experience, I contrived a Syſs =_ 

| tem by which I explained to my ſelf the 19 

| Manner how theſe Conſequences.were brought vx 

| abour. \ © | | {1 

And finally, I am confirmed in this Opinion, 


; that the whole Force and Virtue of Mercury 
b conſiſts in its Volatility, its Figure, and its 
4 MR, 0 Motion: 


* 


» 


* 
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Motion: Whetber I have juſtly determined its 
Manner of acting or not, it is full Satisfaction to 
me, that I have been able to convince the 
avowed Enemies of Mercury, of its Goodneſs, 
F EET 1 

If my Notions are wrong; I am only to 
be blamed, for I have borrowed none of them 
from any Author: If Mercury has been 
treated on in the ſame Manner I have done, 
that Book never came to my Knowledge. 
Experience has been my Maſter, my Direc- 
tor, and my Guide, as well in this, as in 
all that I have at any time communicated to 
the Publick. 
I am apt to believe that no Perſon before 
me, ever made uſe of it for ſo Jong a time 
and on ſo many different Occaſions; and I 
cannot but thiink, that if ſuch a Thing as an 
univerſal Medicine be at all to be obtained, 
it muſt be from Mercury. 1 7 


The Difference of Climates, of Seaſons, of 
Temperaments, of Ages, of Sexes, of Diſ- 

eaſes internal or external, varies not the Ef- 
ficacy of this Remedy : Ir ſooner or later 
produces ſuch Conſequences as are ever ſalu- 
tary. This ſeems ſomewhar to favour the 
Opinion of thoſe who believe that all Diſeaſes 
accident to Mankind, are produced 1 


4 * 
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Cauſe; If this Opinion be juſt, then on one Re. ; 
medy may cure them all. 


The different Effects, and the aifferci 
Diſeaſes occaſioned by this Ferment, may 
depend. intirely on the different Diſpoſitions 
which it meets with 1 in the Subjects. 

Many Things concur to make this Difference 
in the Temperaments: The Influences which 
e e at the Time of Conception or 

irth, Climates, Air and Food, do all de- 
termine the Inclination, the Diſpoſition, the 
Strength, the Weakneſs, the Virtues, the 


Vices, and the different Qualities .of the 
Blood and Humours. 


There ate ſome Diſcaſes 1 others 
eculiar to certain Countries. There are 
B which are contracted by a wrong 
Uſe of natural Things, too much or too lir- 


tle Exerciſe, and being accuſtomed to certain 
ee 


About twenty- four Near ago I was commiſ- 
Goned by my Royal Miſtreſs to viſit M. /e Mar- 
Furr de Luce, Who was-dangerouſly wounded : 

he Weather being ar that Time RG 
hot, I drank plentifully of a certain blac 
Wine of that Country, which being new and 
crude, gave ſuch an Acidity to my Blood, 


chat 


that in fourtcen or fifteen. Days rendered 


The Lymph ſo thick, and fizy, chat the tar- 


tarous Parts of the Blood, being of a ſandy 
Nature, were ſo concreted and united there- 
by, as to form little Stones which I believed 
would prove fatal to me. 1 was perfectly 
cured of this Complaint by crude Mercury, 
all other Remedies proving ineffeCtual. * 


This Sketch of a Theory, Which Mercy» 
Ty gave me occaſion to offer, (its volatile 
Particles having clevated me quite above my 
Sphere) gives me a Suſpicion, that beſides 
the univerſal Ferment, there is another parti- 
cular Ferment produced from Combination 
of ſeveral Seeds fermented together, which 
have given Riſe to a vicious and contagious 
Venom, whoſe Impreſſions are communicated 
from Generation to Generation. 


The Ancients had not the leaſt Notion of 
ſuch a Ferment. It eſcaped the Sagacity even of 
the great Hippocrates; though the Leproſy, 
ſo common in his Days, was produced by 
it, being according to ſeveral Authors, no 
other than an inveterate Pox. 


As the Seed was firſt infected with this 
Virus, ſome are of Opinion that it can never 
be entirely deſtroyed, but that it will deſcen! 
to Poſterity for ever; that it multiplies moe 

| ih, a 
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or. leſs according to the Diſpoſition of Sub- 
jects ; that it is capable of being communica» 
ted a thouſand Ways, without the Violation 
of Chaſtity: That it is difficult to meet with a 
| Family which have not derived from their An- 
| ceſtors ſome Sparks of this Evil, which is 
grown very common ſince Mothers have left 
off ſuckling their own Children; that this 
Leaven lies diſguiſed under various Forms, 
| and frequently puzzles the Phyſician in his 
Judgment and Prognoſticks, that it may ſpare 
; the Father and afflift the Son; that it may 
affect the Glands, and continue there a long 
Time in Repoſe; that certain Diſpoſitions 
may put it in Motion, fo that it ſhall re- enter 
the circulating Fluids, and produce Gouts 
in the Joints, Rheumatiſms in the muſcular 
Parts, Gravel in the Kidneye, Scrophula's in 
the Glands, Cancers in the Breaſt, Obſtruc- 
tions in the Viſera, Scurfs Frch, Ulcers, 
Leproſies, c. moſt of which Diſeaſes are 
the real Poſterity of the Porx. 


Ilsa ſuch a Conjuncture, a judicious Phyſician 
is aſhamed to propoſe to his Patient the uſe 
of a Remedy which implies ſo ignominious a 
Difeaſe, when he is well aſſured that it can- 
not be the Fruit of his own Debauches: 
The very mention of Mercury, will carry 
a Horror along with it: And thus is he de- 
| £1 prived 
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| -prived of a certain Relief, and muſt be con- 
dcdeented with a paliative Cure. 


* 


Thus do a great Number of afflicted Per- 
ſons languiſh out a tedious Length between 
Diſeaſes and Remedies, and beceme incurable 
in the End. | | 
Experience adds an Authority to this Way of 
. (Reaſoning, and at the ſame time ſhews, that 
Mercury being beyond all Contradiction, a Spe- 
-cikc in the Cure of the Pox, mult like- 

| wiſe remove all other Complaints produced 
3 from the ſame Cauſe; and if the Cauſe of 
1 ſuch Complaints is capable of being deſtroy- 
b ed, it is this alone that has Power ſufficient 
to do it: Numerous are the Remedies which 
4 — ma reſtrain and palliate the Symptoms, but 
. nothing but Mercury will eradicate the Prin- 
1 hb” ciple Fo which they arile. pe ae Hs 


What is ſurprizing in the crude Mercury, 
which 1 give by the Mouth, is, that the 
4 Gentleneſs with which it acts, ſeems incon- 
Af ſiſtent with the ſalutary, and ſpeedy Effects 
. which it produces; and that without the 

| leaſt unlucky Accident, which cannot be affirm- 

ed of any other Medicine. = 36. 100) 
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heterogenous and vicious. 
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The more the Patient takes of it, the more 
will he find himſelf to advance in Strength, 


and a good Plight of Body. 


The Thing will appear very poſſible, up- 
on an impartial Conſideration, that the Mer- 
cury, inſinuates itſelf very ſpeedily into the 
Liquors, and renders the Blood more fluid, 


and more fit to be convey'd into the minut- 


eſt Veſſels, by the way of Circulation, in 


order to communicate Nouriſhment to the 


ſeveral Parts of the Body; that it deſtroys 
all Obſtructions and Obſtacles; that it opens 
the Tubes, and the depuratory Canals; that 
it facilitates the menſtrual I in Wo- 
men; that it removes every Thing that 
might hinder the Diſtribution of the nutri- 
cious Juice, and the natural Courſe of the 
Spirits and Fluids; that it deſtroys and ab- 
ſorbs the Acids which occaſion Leanneſs, and 
are the Foundation of a great Number of In- 


firmities; and evacuates every Thing that is 


1 1 s #4 


Theſe are my Notions of the mechanical 


Action of Mercury on vicious Ferments, 


that it may be adminiftred without Danger 
in the moſt defperate Caſes, as well as in the 
moſt ſimple. For Example. The Apoplex 

and Pally being produced om u b. ANI 


K Blood, 
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Blood, and from viſcuous Humours ſtagnating in 


the Brain, the Mercury reſtoring the Blood to 
its native Fluidity, and ares eg the Vil 


coſities, a free Circulation of the Liquors and 

Spirits muſt enſue. A Cataract is cauſed by 
a foreign Matter coagulated by Degrees be- 
tween. the chryſtalline Humour, and the Uvea, 
or by a Thicknels of the Fluids in the Chry- 
ſtalline, cloſing up at laſt the Aperture of the 
Pupil. 2 | 


[oe rern; 


There is no doubt but this Diſſolvent 
would diſſipate ſuch a Coagulation, if it 
were timely applied. 


A Gutta ſerena is an Obſtruction in the 
Optick Nerve, cauſed by a Subſtance of the 
ſame Nature; the ſame Remedy would an 
.probably ſucceed. | ' 


In ſhort, all Parts of the Body, in health- 
ful Perſons, without Exception, are equally | 
gue by Mercury: In them it acts the P 
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art of a Friend and Benefactor: and to diſ- Ct 

eaſed Perſons, it is a Reſtorer and a Cor- F 

rector of the Cauſes of their Complaints. g 

| What renders it extremely agreeable, is, I 

| — that during its Uſe, the Patient enjoys a per- 0! 

ect Tranquility; it acts without occaſioning 0 
4 | | This 
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This ſhould make it ſeem probable, that 
it is pleaſing and delightful to Nature; ſince 
by its Means ſhe is relieved, without ſuffer- 
ing any Alteration or Diſorder in her uſual 
Functions: e 


There can be no greater Proof than this, 
that Nature is an Enemy to Violence; of 
which I have endeavoured to convince all 
young Surgeons in my former Treatiſe of 
the Cure of Wounds. All theſe Concluſions 
and ſurpriſing Operations are wrought, with- - 
out Violence and without Noiſe ; ſhe ſub- 
dues every Thing gently 3. ſhe nouriſhes all. 
Things, produces all Things, preſerves all 
Thingg increaſes all Things, without ſub- 
jetingſher Actions to our View. The pru- 
dent Eiy(ician ſhould be directed by her, and 
imitate her in the Cure of Diſeaſes, If + Kch 


I have ſeen ſuch a Method of Practice 
purſued, by the learned and judicious M. Ci- 
cognini, Counſellor and firſt Phyſician to her 
Royal Highneſs, I am obliged to his Merit 
and to Truth, for this authentick Declaration, 
having been an Eye-Witnels to his Practice 
with ſeveral Patients, whom he cured with- 
out any Medicines, by obſerving the Motions 
of Nature as ſhe acted of herſelf; when ſhe 
N was 
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was ſo inclined or able; and lending her his 
Aſſiſtance when ſhe ſtood. in need of it. 


This Treatiſe, I am ſenſible, will ſeem te- 
dious: My Subject has carried me beyond 
what I intended; I think however that there 
is nothing in it from which ſome Advan- 
tage may not be drawn, I have fallen into 
_ Repetitions through the Weakneſs of my Ca- 
pacity; endeavouring to ſupport a Fact which 
J believed to be entirely new, without any 
manner of Aſſiſtance from other Languages. 


I was ſenſible enough that I ſhould meet 
with Oppoſition, either from Envy or Pre- 
judice, there being Perſons enough in the 
World who are ſworn Enemies to 1 8 


ties, and who to ſave themſelves the Hatigue 
of thinking, are reſolved to tread in th Maths 
of Antiquity right or wrong, and to condemn. 
without Appeal, every Thing that is not of 
that Stamp. 
How, ſay they, can an illiterate Practition- 
er, have the Aſſurance to patronize a Re- 
medy which the moſt famous Authors have 
rejected? Fernelius rejected it becauſe he knew 
nothing of it: What precipitate Raſhneſs 
Was this! | 


Wen, fay they, Phyſick and Surgery 


have ſeveral Centuries been in Poſſeſſion of 
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a great many excellent Remedies: Muſt 
thele be given up a Sacrifice to Mercury, 
and upon the Credit of ſome Cures which 
were performed by Chance? ' Becauſe his 
former Work, was ſuffered to go unpuniſh'd, 
does he imagine that this ſhall eſcape with- 
out being cenſured and exploded? Though 
the Rage of ſuch an Outcry may be thought 
ſufficient to demoliſh both the Author and 
his Syſtem, yer it does not give me the 
leaſt Apprehenſion : I allow that Faults de- 
ſerving Cenſure, and faulty Expreſſions may 
be found in this Treatiſe, which I did nor 
deſign for a Piece of Eloquence. TH, 


I am however in Hopes, that Force of 
Truth, and the Reflexions which Men of 
Reaſon ſhall make upon this Subject, will be 
ſufficient to juſtify me, and proteck this 
Treatiſe of Mercury, which is the Reſult of 
a long Experience; and that this Remedy 
will, ſome time or other, have the Preference 
beyond almoſt all the Remedies that are in Uſe, 
for the Good and Benefit of Mankind. 
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